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INTRODUCTION 


his is my personal response. In our day, when “the fragility 
of the human condition has been starkly revealed (Pope 
Benedict XVI), all efforts need to be mobilized to promote 


priestly vocation. Pope Francis never tires of imploring us to do 
something and pray harder for more workers in the Lord’s vineyard. 


The Holy Priesthood has remained God’s “riddle, wrapped in a 
mystery, inside an enigma” (borrowing Winston Churchill description 
of Russia in his October 1, 1939 speech), and I guess we appreciate 
it better that way. In my attempt to discover such mystery in God’s 
chosen leaders, this one volume comes out to convey a thousand 
thoughts and a hundred feelings. 


You can anticipate here the prospect of seeing all about the 
Holy Priesthood as an institution and the men of the cloth as 
individuals—the gift and mystery, the joy of leading mortal men 
back to the immortal God, the wrinkles, warts, seraphic intentions, 
forgetfulness, flaws, and all. 


Why Pope Francis? Now the planet’s most talked-about and most 
influential person, he is likened to a rock star who paralyzes followers 
with excitement, hope, and joy. Others have their own evaluation of 
him, “it’s a free country,” but as for me a white Pope and a black 
Pope in one, both Jesuits, is almost perfect! It’s intriguing but almost 
perfect! The Christian galaxy is not the only one affected. As we hear 
almost every day, millions of non-Catholics are now talking of Pope 
Francis as if he was their own shepherd and as if all of them belonged 
to his flock. 


Why Catholic Bishop? Upon the suggestion of several bishops 


and priests who reviewed the e-manuscript, I’ve decided to include 
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Pope Francis’ reflections about the episkopoi. I realized eventually 
that I couldn't have begun to write the first lines about the priest 
without the theological and pastoral reference to his bishop. The fact 
is that our presbyteroi are intrinsically and functionally connected 
to our episkopoi like a kid brother to his big brother. Fully aware 
that the “he-ain’t-heavy-he’s-my-brother” bond is indeed a work in 
progress, Saints Pius X and John XXIII said that the responsibility 
of the priest’s sanctity rests heavily upon the bishops. You'll soon 
discover how this bond is explained in almost every chapter. 


Why Catholic Priest? If God were a painter, the finest of all 
artists, the priest would easily be his most glorious masterpiece, /a 
obra maestra. The greatest artist, according to His Holiness, knows 
how to present the tragic and most painful realities of life with 
beauty (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). That’s how the Artist of all 
times treats his priest—in my poor opinion. He binds him tightly 
with a gift and a mystery, doesn’t give up on him, and stares at him 
with tenderness, eyeball to eyeball, day in day out. And the whole 
book will tell us why. 


We care for our priests not because they are intrinsically lovable 
(we know that a small number of them are not) but because they are 
at the center of every Catholic’s sojourn towards God: In baptism, 
confirmation, reconciliation, Holy Communion, matrimony, 
counseling, etc. This opus is my grand way of saying: “Thank 
you, Reverend Father, for being our traveling companion, for 
accompanying us in our journey of faith.” 


“Lord, may everything I do begin with Your inspiration, continue 
with Your unfailing help, and reach perfection under your guidance.” 


Happy reading! 

The Author 

Tagaytay City 

April 20, 2014 (Easter Sunday) 
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DEDICATION 


To Saint John Paul II, 


our globetrotting pope, “the great missionary of the Church” 


to Saint John XXIII, 


known as the “Good Pope,” the humble servant of aggiornamento 


and to Blessed Paul VI, 


Champion of Vatican Council II reforms 


Who as Christ-like leaders to others, 
they are now our guiding stars in the Catholic firmament, 
prayerful “men of courage” who blazed the trail 


in order to reach out and show the world the beautiful Face of God. 


FOREWORD 


he first phrase that came into my mind after reading 

Jose Mario Bautista Maximiano’s book is nova et vetera, 

“old and new,” for he’s able to bring out the old and the 
new about the priesthood. He affirms the Church's teachings on 
the priesthood and at the same time presents them in a new way 
that is understandable and, I dare say, entertaining. Wide readings, 
experiences, observations, current news, and commentaries are the 
author's sources for this delightful book. 


The book is not a heavy reading. It is at the same time informative 
and formative. The priests and the seminarians of the major 
seminary will profit from reading it since they will find in it several 
nuggets of gold they can profitably meditate on for many months. 
Even the laity can find the book helpful to better understand their 
“mysterious” pastors. 


The book also underscores that, though the Catholic Church’s 
members are human and are therefore sinners like the rest of 
humanity, the Church is also “divine” because her founder, Jesus 
Christ, is divine and promised that He will be with her till the end 
of time. If the Church was merely human, it would have disappeared 


a long time ago. 


I recommend it to anyone who wants to 
know more about the Church’s teachings on the 
priesthood, understand their priests, and help 
them in their moments of human weakness. 


Most Reverend Francis Mendoza de Leon, DD 
Apostolic Administrator of Caloocan 
Auxiliary Bishop of Antipolo 
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MESSAGE 


prolific writer, Dr. Jose Mario Bautista Maximiano, extols 
A the dignity of the ordained Catholic priest based on 

the many rich and relevant scriptural passages, Church 
‘Tradition, writings of the Church Fathers, the lives of the saints, 
history of the Catholic Church in the Philippines, and papal 
documents like those of St. John XXIII, Pope Paul VI, St. John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict XVI, and especially Pope Francis. 


The author emphasizes that, while the vocation of the priest is 
first and foremost the spiritual care and salvation of souls, he is also 
involved in promulgating the social dimension of evangelization by 
building up a better world, by acting in the name of justice, and 
defending the rights of the human person and the poor, like what 
Jesus did. He warns though that the priest must avoid the extreme 
of reducing the Church into a “mere temporal project” like being 
involved in active politics (i.e. joining a political party, becoming a 
candidate for a government position) which is more proper for the 
laypeople. 


The many sources in his book not only conveys that the author 
is a wide reader but also points to his familiarity with the topic. 
Inspired by Pope Francis’ recent teachings especially about God’s 
mercy, the author writes profusely about the dignity of the Catholic 
priest (Chapter 12) without however being blind to the reality that 
the priest is human, a sinner, “weak but not wicked,” “wounded 
but not broken” and sometimes unfaithful to his calling and to the 


dignity and sanctity that he is called to by God as alter Christus. 


Yes, there are reasons to hope, says the author, for God is rich in 
mercy and compassion and “hugs him (the priest) tightly with a gift 
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and a mystery, with forgiveness and compassion.” In the Philippine 
context, the author cites several examples of fine bishops and priests 
and missionaries who are dedicated to their divine calling and who 
live a simple lifestyle. 


Although the author admits that this book only wants to echo the 
traditional stance of the Catholic Church on the Holy Priesthood, 
however I find it very interesting and relevant as the author tries to 
put those teachings together within the present context in a style and 
manner that is easily readable. 

I heartily recommend this book to priests, missionaries and 
religious, seminarians and young people, and laypeople who are 
interested in knowing more deeply the teachings of the Catholic 
Church on the Holy Priesthood. It is a beautiful gift to priests and 
an excellent book for retreats and recollections. 


Very Rev. Father Ernesto Molina 
Amigleo, CICM 


Former Vicar General, 
Archdiocese of Makassar, Indonesia. 


Jl. Thamrin No. 5-7, Post-Office Box 1185, 
Makassar 90111, South Sulawesi, Indonesia 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE MANDATE 


Preach W.O.G. to all nations 


ore than ever, hell’s main concern is to tear down the 

| \ / papacy, which makes the pope’s job both demanding 
and complicated. Nothing really prepares a mere man 

to move mountains. No less and nothing short, the Supreme Pontiff 
is expected to be the world’s parish priest. Therefore, to depict the 


mandate entrusted by Jesus Christ to his Vicar on earth as a tall 
order is a gross understatement. 


The Successor of Peter calls the shot, denounces unjust practices 
and inequalities, unafraid to defend the Faith, and shepherds the 
flock that spans more than one billion members, more than two 
thousand years, and hundreds of countries across the globe, wider 
in scope and longer in existence than the United Nations, United 
States, and United Kingdom. But, really, how does the Roman 
Pontiff today keep the fire burning? 


In the frontlines of the humongous task, definitely not as backseat 
drivers but as hard-working hands and feet of the pope, some four 
hundred thousand celibate bishops and priests of all races are sent 
to evangelize. Consisting of diocesan, religious, and missionary, our 
episkopoi and presbyteroi are stationed in every nook of the planet, 
even in the most desolate outposts normal men and women wouldn't 
even dare to visit. Those who have been to Papua New Guinea, 
Ethiopia, Congo, Liberia, and Haiti would know. 
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Going back more than 2,000 years ago, that is, immediately 
after the ascension of our Blessed Lord, the impact of Holy Spirit 
(Pentecost) must have been so forceful and compelling. Why do I 
say this? It’s because, in obedience to the mandate received from our 
dearest Lord, the itinerant Twelve Apostles were unstoppable. They 
traveled by foot, on horseback or by sailing from island to island 
until the farthest ends of the planet. 


Imagine how the first believers increased from hundreds into tens 
of thousands throughout the entire Roman Empire, crossing Asia 
Minor, then spilling over into Northern Africa (Algiers, Tunisia, 
Egypt in the south), into Ancient Europe (until Spain and France in 
the west), Arabia, Armenia in the east, and elsewhere. 


Witnessing 


There was no coercion whatsoever—physical, emotional, or any 
kind of imposition. So how did the early believers learn the basic 
principles and tenets of Christianity? To think there were a few 
manuscripts of the Sacred Scriptures then and the printing press 
was not yet invented. No radios or televisions were available. No big 
Cathedrals were built yet, notwithstanding the absence of today’s 
Twitter, Youtube, Instagram, and Facebook. 


So how did the early converts learn genuine Christian manners, 
thoughts, and behavior? Why did they believe so boldly that many 
of them even willingly suffered and died as martyrs seconds after 
conversion? Clearly, they were not proselytized from without (forced 
to believe) but converted from within (metanoia)! Something 
stunning must have touched their souls! 


Yes, witnessing is the only explanation for this phenomenon. 
When the world heard how the disciples of Jesus spoke and saw the 
deeds done, skepticism changed direction and turned into devotion. 
The Apostles were telling the first Christians: 


Chapter 1 * THE MANDATE 25 


Follow the things we do, speak the way we have spoken to you 
(1 Thessalonians 1:6). 


Imitatio Christi! “Imitate us as we imitate Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 11:1). 


The first Christians trumpeted the Apostolic kerygma and 
defended it with their lives. They proclaimed the cliché of “love one 
another,” not only talked about but concretized it, and thousands 
saw it with their own eyes and were converted (Acts 2: 42-47). 


It’s not solely fides ex auditu, “faith that comes from hearing,” but 
its also what Pope Francis described as oculata fides, a “faith which 
sees” the mighty witnessing of the early Christians (Lumen fidei, 30). 
The first Christians were doers of the faith and they were credible 
because they practiced more than theorized. And the people felt it! 

Check out the first 500 years of Christianity. Discover how our 
early pontiffs, empowered and guided by the Holy Spirit, beginning 
with Peter, the Rock, how they were unwavering in their love for 
Jesus that many of them offered their dear lives for what they 
believed. Forty-three out of fifty-two of the popes who reigned until 
AD 523 are declared saints and martyrs! 


Episkopoi and presbyteroi of brave hearts 
Francis cited the Acts of the Apostles (Evangelii Gaudium, 5): 


We read that the first Christians “ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts” (2:46). Wherever the disciples went, “there 
was great joy” (8:8); even amid persecution they continued to 


be “filled with joy” (13:52). 


The Gentile world was edified while watching the individual and 
collective acts of the joyful believers, who were singing hymns of 
joy even in the cold face of torture and death. The Apostles and 
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their disciples were known by their commitment, expressed in true 
brotherhood, in passion and compassion. They were caring, truly 
caring, as they shared bread to feed the body and shared the Gospel 


to nourish the soul. And no one was hungry in body and spirit. 


The early Church was notat all perfect, definitely. The widows and 
orphans of the Greek-speaking Christians known as Hellenists were 
complaining since they were apparently neglected by the Apostles. 
The Apostles were busy with the prior mandate, with the top 
directive. Hence, in order to take action on the emerging problem, 
the Apostles appointed certain Hellenists as their coadjutors in the 
administration of Church funds and programs for the poor (Acts 
6:5). And those appointed helpers evolved into diakonoi and later 


consecrated into liturgical assistants of the bishop. 


That’s how the Catholic hierarchy evolved. It evolved out of 
practical necessity, as the Twelve Apostles selected other mature men 
to succeed them as bishops or episkopoi (Greek for “overseers”) of 
the growing Christian communities, assisted by priestsor presbyteroi 
(elders) and diakonoi (servants). The episkopoi ordained more and 
mote presbyteroi to preside over at theHoly Eucharist being celebrated 
in every community, as the Church grew in size and became more 
Catholic (more universal) and expanded beyond national borders. 


The official Roman hatred which began with weirdo Nero, who 
falsely accused the Christians of setting fire and burning Rome in 
AD 64, became more systematic and merciless. 


Peter, the first pontiff, the “5 feet 7 inches tall Galilean of heavy 
build,” according to recent archeological findings, and Paul the 
Apostle to the Gentiles were both martyred in Rome. Alas, being a 
non-Roman citizen, Peter was sentenced to the most painful death 
of being crucified upside down inside the Vatican, whereas Paul, 
being a Roman citizen, was beheaded. In those days, beheading was 
the most honorable way for a Roman criminal to die. 
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“Blood... seed of the Church!” 
‘AT N 








E 5 ~~ 
pores 


Still dressed with chasuble and stole, Archbishop Oscar Romero gunned down during 
the Holy Mass on March 24, 1980 (courtesy of gwu.edu). 


Seeing countless Christians dead across the vast Roman Empire, 
Tertullian made an unforgettable statement: 


The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church! (Apologicus, 
Chapt. 50). 


Tempus fugit and time flew like a speeding hawk. And the river 
of life and blood continues to flow. After finishing his studies and 
getting ordained in Manila in 1758, Dominican priest Vicente Liem 
de la Paz went back to Tonkin, served the Northern Vietnamese 
Church, and was beheaded for his faith. In Europe, Pére William 
Joseph Chaminade and many other Catholic bishops and priests 
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bravely faced persecution during the French Revolution. And 
Benedict XVI, in his Letter to the Catholics of Ireland (2010), made 
mention of an Irish martyr: 


St. Oliver Plunkett, the martyred Archbishop of Armagh, is 
the most famous example of a host of courageous sons and 


daughters of Ireland who were willing to lay down their lives 
out of fidelity to the Gospel. 


Cristeros were the courageous priests who faced the firing squad 
during the Mexican revolution, with “Viva, Cristo Rey” on their lips 
before they died. And more dramatically, the ultimate sacrifice of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador, El Salvador, opened the 


floodgates of immense faith in Latin America. 


Fast forward to April 7, 2014 and the world witnessed how Frans 
van der Lugt,a Dutch Jesuit missionary in Syria for almost 50 years, 
was forcefully taken by a masked gunman and shot in the head. 
Earlier, when asked why he was still in Syria when all Europeans 
have all left, Fr. Frans said: 


If these people are suffering now I want to be in solidarity with 
them. As I was with these people in their good times, | am with 
them in their pain. 


Also in 2014, the Italian missionary Fr. Andrea Santoro was shot 
from behind with a 9-mm handgun while kneeling in adoration at 
the Santa Maria Church in Trabzon, Turkey. I add here how the 
Pontificio Instituto Missioni Estere (PIME) Italian priests Tullio 
Favali, Salvatore Carzedda, and Fausto Tentorio were also murdered 


in North Cotabato and Zamboanga City, where they were assigned 
to “walk with God’s flock.” 


White martyrdom. John A. Hardon, SJ, talked about it in 
addition to red martyrdom. The so-called white martyrs are those 
priests, who profess their faith with heroic courage when antagonism 
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is as aggressive as a hungry bear (The Catholic Priest in the Modern 
World, 1998). 

The story is told of the good Monsigneur Augourd, a priest of high 
rank in flourishing Paris, who decided to go to Africa as a missionary 
in 1807. At the port of Congo Kinshasa, he was welcomed by the 
native Christians and was warned that he would find it tough, 
grueling, and strenuous to live there. Comparing himself to a lighted 
candle in a dark room, he said in response: 


I did not come here to gain life but to spend it. 


What a pity, complained the Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Clergy, that the social media today ignore those generous, quiet, and 
hard-working men in the frontiers, certified white martyrs, “bruised, 
hurting and dirty,” living in treacherous and dodgy situations, 
carrying their cross daily, ready to drop dead, yet peaceful, steadfast, 
and still caring (Jose Cardinal Sanchez, 1995). 


Those who suffer most for the Faith constitute the overwhelming 
majority of the four hundred thousand bishops and priests in the 
world these days. White martyrs they truly are and how can the 
world ignore them? 


Credible messengers of God 


By 2021, the Philippines will be 500 years old as a nation. And I 
must tell you emphatically that the evangelization of the Filipinos was 
considered in history as “a phenomenon short of a miracle,” to think 
that the feat was accomplished within fifty years after Miguel Lopez 
de Legazpi’s arrival in 1565. Except for the Igorots of the Cordilleras 
and the Muslims of Mindanao, nearly all Filipinos believed and were 
baptized (cf. Felix de Huerta, 1865; Saderra-Masé, 1924). 

Did they believe because they saw the good examples of the 
early Spanish missionaries? Did the gentle spirit of the Spirit-filled 
evangelizers in general get done the real conquest of the islands and 
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the islanders? And, by the same token, did our ancestors believe 
because both the message and the messengers were good? Were the 
foreign priests credible as educators of the poor and protectors of 
the indios against the abuses of civil officials and other peninsulares? 


Yes, St. John Paul II said so in his address to Asian priests and 
seminarians in Cebu (1981 Papal Visit). Certainly, the emerging 
Catholic Church in the Philippines, led by Spanish bishops and priests, 
as early as 16" and 17" centuries, was the light of Asia-Pacific and the 
salt of the earth. And this fact is substantiated by reputable historians 
like Pablo Fernandez, OP (cf. History of the Church in the Philippines). 


What’s more, non-religious researchers Emma Blair and James 
Robertson, authors of the multiple volumes of Philippine history, 
confirmed this phenomenon of some sort ofa miraculous conversion. 
They wrote that even the Spanish King himself was unbelieving 
to learn that only four hundred armed men, a ridiculously small 
Spanish military contingent, were required to keep peace and order 
in the entire archipelago of more than seven thousand islands. 


To take over by the force of arms was not at all necessary. The 





Spanish missionaries showed gentle persuasion as they evangelized (not 
proselytized), rooted themselves in the Filipino ground and culture, 
and touched the lives of the common people. The messengers of the 
Gospel were credible so much so that an old viceroy was wont to say: 


En cada fraile tenia el rey en Filipinas un capitan general y 
un ejercito entero, “In the Philippines the king in each friar 
had a general and his entire army” (Platero Gémez, 1880). 


It seems the so-called Christian praxis, coupled with narrating 
Biblical stories, was the best teacher of all. The Mahatma himself 
once adhered to the powerful principle: an ounce of practice is worth 
more than tons of preaching. The more the early Iberian presbyteroi 
labored with love in the service of the Cross and the Crown the more 
they got closer to God and His people. 
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It’s admitted and admitted humbly that there were a few Spanish 
friars who had tarnished the distinction of the great God-filled 
missionaries. Poor human nature, that’s what it is. Otherwise, 
hundred others were like the Twelve Apostles—audacious, 
unstoppable, and credible—such as Andres de Urdaneta, Juan de 
Plasencia, Martin Rada, Domingo de Salazar, Miguél de Benavides, 
and Pedro Bautista, to name a few. 


And tons of historical records and the vibrant Christian 
communities in every nook and corner of the globe in our age 
appear to validate this: the Catholic Church conquered the world 
with kindness, mercy, liberating truth, and grace. 


Good news, QQQQ, and bad news 


The Spanish and Portuguese missionaries reached out to the New 
World and to the Far East. Today, the top four Catholic nations 
in the world are Brazil, with an estimated 130 million Catholics; 
Mexico, with 90 million; the Philippines, with 75 million out of 
100 million population; and the United Sates, with 65 million 
baptized Catholics. These numbers are huge and people are asking 
the QQQQ or the “quintessential question of quality over quantity”: 
Is a bigger Church a stronger and a better Church? 


The normal trend is that God’s people are growing where 
populations are growing: Asia, Africa, and Latin America. They are 
the same places where the Catholic Church is challenged to react 
to QQQQ and do something about it. Again, is it okay that we 


increase in number with mostly part-time Catholics? 


Parishes are often seen as sacramental filling stations—where 
people come for the Eucharist, baptisms, marriages and 
funerals, but little else (John L. Allen, Jr., 2004). 


A family duty. That seems to be the primary reason why most 


Catholics go to church, it’s because mother says so. It appears that 
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the Catholic identity is limited to Sunday observance but makes 
no dent on one’s daily life, time, and resources. Scalfari even made 
mention of his own beloved nation: 


Even in Italy, which is called the Popes garden, according to 
some polls, practicing Catholics number only between 8 and 
15 percent (Interview with Pope Francis, 2013). 


More and more young Catholics find pre-marital sex acceptable, 
and eventually more girls are becoming single mothers. While 
most Filipino Christians believe that abortion is immoral, there 
are roughly 500,000 abortions performed every year in the 
Philippines, and the sad truth is that the herbal abortifacients 
they use are purchased from around Quiapo church (Michael Tan, 
February 12, 2014). 


If these observations are true, painful as it may, what now is the 
meaning of growth without depth? What is the value of quantity 
without quality? Are we glad that the Church is increasing in this 
manner? Or is this what St. John Paul II meant by falling “prey to 
a kind of ecclesial introversion? How do our bishops and priests 
handle this problem of the Catholic disconnect otherwise known as 
“cafeteria Catholics” or the trend of split-level Christianity? 


Faith comes from hearing and “seeing” 








Pope Francis I: ‘A good priest can be recognized by the way 
his people are anointed... for example, when they leave Mass 
looking as if they have heard the good news. Our people like 
it when the Gospel we preach touches their daily lives,... when 
it brings light to moments of extreme darkness” (Homily for 
Chrism Mass 2013). 
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How he preached with guts, passion, and devotion is the 
distinctive mark of St. Paul, who proclaimed “the Gospel of God in 
the face of great opposition” (1 Thessalonians 2:2). The Apostle to the 
Gentile used the term parrhesia, and Pope Francis mentioned it: 


The Holy Spirit also grants the courage to proclaim the 
newness of the Gospel with boldness (parrhesta) in every time 
and place, even when it meets with opposition (Evangelii 


Gaudium, 259). 


Inthe 1700s, 1800s, and early 1900s, the Augustinian, Dominican, 
and Franciscan evangelizers were innovative and audacious that 
many of them opted to use the Philippine dialects. Far from 
swallowing their tongues, the Jesuits exercised a fruitful “apostolate 
of the pulpit” in Manila, regularly preaching at the Cathedral and 
the Royal Chapel in Manila (Fernandez, History of the Church in the 
Philippines). Did they proclaim the Gospel with boldness? Certainly! 





Not only priests but also the laity are evangelizers. The late 20" 
century saw the new Christian evangelizers, whom the Philippine 
government calls “our new heroes” and today’s ‘people who are keeping 


churches alive... (Cardinal Tagle, Homily for Easter Sunday 2014). 


Out of economic necessities, our Overseas Filipino Workers 
(OFWs) go out and reach out, anywhere and anytime, an estimated 
10 million of them currently residing and employed in North 
and South America, Europe, Middle East, Africa, and Asia (cf. 
International Labor Organization). 


Offering the best years of their adult life to country and 
Christianity, resembling the Spanish missionaries who came in the 
name of the Crown and the Cross, they captivate by their Christian 
faith, Filipino values, and Pinoy talents the hearts and minds of their 
curious non-Catholic employers. Some of their employers, we read 
in newspapers, even became Christians after attending the baptism 
of children catechized by a Filipino yaya, caregiver, driver, or cook. 
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Singing Hontiveros songs during dawn Masses called Simbang 
Gabi, they fill up the once dormant churches in the United States, 
Hong Kong, Kuwait, Italy, Spain, Austria, New Zealand, Australia, 
and many other countries. In fact, they have taken over the pews 
formerly occupied by Irish Americans at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York. “Jn Brunei, most of the 20,000 Christians are Filipinos,” 
Cardinal Tagle once announced with pride. 


The mandate to reach out to the tens of millions of un-churched 
Catholics, catechize children, and provide religious education to 
adults—regularly, tirelessly, boldly, and fearlessly—falls on the 
shoulders of both our clergy and the lay catechists. 


The priest as prophet. | went to his office and looked for Bishop 
Antonio Tobias one day only to be told that he was out teaching 
Catholic catechism to the young students of the public high school 
of Sta. Lucia, Novaliches. And he does it once a week. To my mind 
the bishop’s gesture is a serious non-verbal reminder to our priests 
that they can't always delegate the task of evangelization to the 
lay catechists. Some priestly time must be put aside for teaching 
catechism, group bible study, and adult religious education. 

Part of the drill in every stage of priestly formation is to hammer 
into the candidate’s head the awesome power of the W.O.G. For 
instance, in the rite of the ministry of lector, the bishop would 
admonish the candidate: 


Meditate on it constantly, so that each day you will have a 
deep love of the scriptures, in all you say and do, show forth 
the world our savior Jesus Christ. 


Again, in the rite of the ordination to the diaconate, the bishop 
gives this directive: 

Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practice what 
you teach, Why such heavy drills on the W.O.G., you might ask. It’s 
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because, according to Paul VI, to announce the Gospel, to meditate 
on it, as if to refresh one’s thirsty soul, and to invite all men and 
women to be enriched by it (Mark 1:15) is the Church’s “deepest 
identity.” Her mandate to go and teach all nations is “the grace and 
vocation proper to her” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). 

Saint Jerome was the bible scholar of early Christianity and he 
highlighted in his commentary on the Gospel of Matthew 28:19 
that the preaching of the Good News always precedes the pouring of 
water on those who have believed. 


It cannot be that the body receives the sacrament of baptism 
unless the soul first has received the truth of faith.” First 
proclaim, then baptize. 


As St. Paul wrote: fides ex auditu, “faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). When the soul 
hears the W.O.G., the spark of faith is so ignited that even a hardcore 
Manichean philosopher had a change of heart, a metanoia. After 
he heard the Good News from the lips of St. Ambrose, Augustine 
believed. 


Gomburza and Jaime Cardinal Sin 


The socio-political activism of the Filipino clergy was detonated 
in the 1860s, and its loud explosion was felt everywhere. Chaos was 
followed by the rise of the i/ustrados, the propaganda movement, 
and later by the Philippine revolution. The clerical call in the 1870s 
for Filipinization of parishes, led by Burgos, Gomez, and Zamora, 
meanwhile was spilling over to the people in a ripple effect. Our 
Filipino patriots thought of freeing the people from the bondage of 
injustice. 

Padre Mariano Gomez, then more than 80 years old, was the 
overdue retirable parish priest of Bacoor Church in Cavite, while 
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Padre Jacinto Zamora was acting parish priest of the Manila 
Cathedral alternating with Padre José Burgos, who was recently 


named Canon of the Cathedral Chapter. 


In modern days, we have Fathers Joe Dizon, Luis Jalandoni, 
Edicio de la Torre, and Conrado Balweg, the last three joined the 
extreme left, which they said was only in defense of the rights of the 
poor. They thought what they did was correct. But, really, when do 
our episkopoi and presbyteroi delineate the priestly, prophetic, and 
shepherd’s functions from the socio-political affairs “in behalf of the 
poor?” 


In 1986, against the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos, Cardinal 
Sin called every Filipino to get involved. The good prelate also 
gathered one million Catholics in Luneta in 1997 to prevent the 
charter change movement of Fidel V. Ramos, and again in 2001 
he led another people power against Joseph Estrada’s reign of 
corruption. Social teaching is very much a part of the prophetic job 
of the shepherd. It’s similar to the exact moment when Pope Francis 
entered the realm of finance and urged businessmen to moderate 
their “idolatry of money.” 


Does the prophetic function of the priest include both the 
announcement of the Good News and the denouncement of 
injustice? Of course! And what do you think Jesus would do when 
face to face with a street child, an exploited domestic helper, or any 
victim of human trafficking? 


When liberation theology began in Latin America in the 1960s, 
experts and theologians, such as Juan Luis Segundo of Uruguay, 
Gustavo Gutierrez of Peru, Leonardo and Clodovis Boff of Brazil, 
were arguing whether or not Jesus had a social mission, in addition 
to his mission of evangelization. It appears that the total liberation 
of the human person was foremost in the life and death of Him 
crucified, was it? 
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Was Jesus indifferent? 


The Gospel apparently has a social dimension and Francis seemed 
to agree. In fact, he dedicated one full chapter regarding the “social 
dimension of evangelization” in his apostolic exhortation (cf. Evangelii 
Gaudium, 176-258). 

I recall that, at the height of liberation theology, the Congregation 
for the Catholic Education wrote about the “involved ministry” of 
our dear Lord: 


The Gospel shows in an abundance of texts that Jesus was not 
indifferent or extraneous to the problem of the dignity and 
rights of the human person, nor to the needs of the weakest, 
the neediest, and the victims of injustice. 


And the Congregation stated that Jesus’ concern was not limited 
to the forgiveness of sins: 


At all times He stressed a real solidarity with the poorest 
and lowliest (Matthew 11:28-30). He fought against 
injustice, hypocrisy, abuses of power, the greed for profit of 
the rich who were indifferent to the sufferings of the poor 
(Guideline, 1989). 


He cured the sick, many of them. He fed. We cannot ignore 
the fact that, as narrated in the Gospel, he personally took upon 
himself the description of the suffering Messiah (as foretold by 
Isaiah): 


He has sent me to bring the Good News to the POOR, 

To proclaim liberty to captives 

To the blind new sight, to set the DOWNTRODDEN free, 
And to proclaim the Lord’ year of favor! (Luke 4:18-19) 
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Action in behalf of justice 
In 1971, the Synod of Bishops made a bold pastoral declaration: 


Action in behalf of justice and participation in the 
transformation of the world fully appears to us as A 
CONSTITUTIVE DIMENSION of the preaching of the 
Gospel or, in other words, of the Churchs mission for the 
redemption of the human race and its liberation from every 
oppressive situation (Justice in the World, 1971). 


She’s made aware of her social responsibility. The Church wanted 
to follow the footsteps of Jesus and she knew that she couldn't merely 
work for the salvation of souls. She’s convinced more than ever that 
she needed to get involved and does something concrete in building 
a better world in the here and now—similar to what Jesus Christ did 
in His time. 

Definitely theres a caveat here and, I should say, the extreme 
position has to be avoided. Our sacerdos in the parish cannot muddle 
up the divine with the human, grace with nature, and redemption 
with socio-political advancement. His both feet planted in a muddy 
ground, alright, but our sacerdos in the basic ecclesial community 
cannot reduce the Church mission into a “mere temporal project” 
(Maximiano, 1991). 

Recall what happened to Jalandoni, Balweg, several Filipino 
clerics, and other revolutionary priests in Mexico like José María 
Morelos (1765-1815) and Miguel Hidalgo (1753-1811). In his 
book Marx and the Bible (1974), Fr. Jose Portirio Miranda has gone 
too far as to find the “gospel roots” of Marxism in the Scriptures! 
Committing a Himalayan blunder, they tried hard to project Jesus 
as a political activist. 


The 2,400 synodal bishops in 1971, blessed by the Holy Spirit as 
always, gathered to advise the Holy Father, ready to err on the side 
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of caution, made two alterations in drafting the critical paragraph in 
question. First off, the term “action” for justice replaced the original, 
more powerful, more explosive, and down-to-earth expression 
“struggle” (pugna in Latin, le combat in French), hence the final 


phraseology “action in behalf of justice...” and NOT Struggle in 
behalf of justice.” 


Moreover, in the same group of sentences, the more traditional 
term “redemption” was added in order to balance the presence of 
the more progressive expression “liberation.” It’s the first time the 
biblical concept “liberation” appeared in a social manuscript of the 
Magisterium, and the finalized sentence you read above became the 
most quoted, most printed, and most popular in the entire social 
teaching of the Catholic Church (Maximiano, 1991). 


The role of the laity 


Do you suppose that, when confronted with social injustice, 
political dynasty, garish corruption, rape of Mother Earth, child 
trafficking, mining for profit, glaring difference between the 
luxurious living of a few and the misery of the majority, or violence 
against our women and the innocents, the Christian could remain 
silent? Must the follower of the Master play bulag, pipi at bingi, 
blind and dumb, in the face of the moral battle against the PRO- 
CHOICE Inc., legalization of same-sex marriage and divorce law, or 
Duterte’s own law of summary execution? 


Definitely, in the face of injustice, silence is an unbearable path to 
take and declining from making a firm stand is by itself a complete 
failure of our Christian duty. 


However, the praxis of the socio-political involvement falls on the 
shoulders of the laity and not the clergy’s. The ordained minister’s 
role is to provide the principles for reflection and guidelines for 
action, always based on the Word of God (W.O.G.), and it is the 


laity’s role to act in behalf of justice. 
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The Philippine bishops (CBCP) declared 2014 as the Year of the 
Laity, the aim of which was to remind us that the role to evangelize 
the family, barangay, labor unions, election process, money business 
and show business, and to actually participate in the positive change 
of the present one into a more beautiful world is the laity’s. 


Unquestionably, the Church in Africa is “the voice of the voiceless,” 
providing refuge to innumerable war, HIV, Ebola, and rape victims. 
In every part of the world, the Church rolls her sleeves and burdens 
herself with all sorts of alay-kapwa, relief, and life-saving operations 
in the aftermath of all natural and manmade calamities. The truth 
is that Catholic charities do the largest share of caring for the global 
poorest of the poor. 


The poor must always be in the mind of our presbyteroi, without 
doubt, but our presbyteroi don’t need to go out to the picket line or to 
the street to rally, join a labor union, or stage a protest to defend the 
poor. According to Pope Francis, “lay people are... the vast majority 
of the people of God” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102) that constitute the 
more than one-billion-member Church and they are deputized to 
do those things and struggle in behalf of social justice. 


God has called the lay professionals, factory workers, call center 
agents, caregivers, farmers, fishermen, migrant workers, and 
politicians to do something more for social transformation. 


Priest as mayor? 


More than 5,000 episcokopoi and presybyteroi, all participants to the 
national congress of the clergy held in 2010 at World Trade Center, 
Pasay City, did not merely pray for the victims. They donated one 
million pesos to the Caribbean nation of Haiti devastated by a killer 
earthquake, a kind gesture I consider as a clear expression of CSR 
or “clerical social responsibility.” The pope himself gives alms to the 
poor! 
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Lest we forget, the Church has a social arm since the Apostolic 
times! And so, in our time, the CBCP runs a social action center, 
headed by a presbyter. The late Cavitefio presbyter Joe Dizon 
did more than celebrate the liturgy, for he organized the Workers 
Assistance Center and personally fed countless laborers in Bahay 
Manggagawa in Cavite. 


Fr. Anton Pascual is the executive director of Caritas Manila, 
whose gifts, compassion, and talents are spent for the marginalized 
sector of society in a goal called “inclusive growth.” As head of 
the Pondo ng Pinoy, that fantastic movement institutionalized by 
Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, Fr. Edwin Mercado makes every effort 
to lessen the gap between the rich and the poor. The reason was 
supplied by the Second Vatican Council, to wit: 


The mission of the Church is not only to bring the message 
and grace of Christ, but also to penetrate the temporal sphere 
with the spirit of the Gospel (Apostolicam Actuositatem, 5). 


The City of God. So as not to bamboozle the growth of the 
Kingdom of God with human progress in the city of man (Lumen 
gentium, 48; Gaudium et spes, 39), it is not the call of the priest to 
dip his fingers directly into temporal socio-political affairs. The task 
belongs to the lay faithful who, by his Christian vocation, has the 
duty to work for temporal change, if only they work shoulder to 
shoulder (balikatan) with other concerned citizens. What our priest 
does is to inspire the laity, mobilizes them with Gospel principles, and 
guides them with his counsel—tasks that are within his competence. 


Can a man of the cloth do direct campaigning for a particular 
candidate or himself run for mayor? No, he shouldnt, even as a 
citizen. That’s crossing the line. His intentions were praiseworthy 
but Among Ed Panlilio, a local priest of the Archdiocese of San 
Fernando, Pampanga, should have been above any political affiliation 
and therefore couldn't tie himself to any particular party. The priest's 
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role is to unify God’s people and not divide it. The basic principle is 
simple: The Holy Priesthood is a sacramental office, not a political 
one, and like oil and water, both offices cannot mix. 


No priest can run for public office. It’s final. Canon Law says 
so. The Sacred Magisterium says so. When Among Ed won the 
election as governor of Pampanga years ago, it did “not constitute a 
triumph but rather a grave loss to the Churchs evangelical fruitfulness” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church on the issue of priest’s involvement 
in politics, 33). 
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CHAPTER 2 


SERAPHIC SINGLES IN 
TROUBLE 


From Vestal virgins to God’s lamb 








Pope Pius XII: “By His law of celibacy, the priest, far from 
losing the gift and duties of fatherhood, rather increases them 
immeasurably, Although he does not beget progeny for this 
passing life on earth, he begets children for that life which is 
heavenly and eternal” (Sacra Virginitas, March 25, 1954). 




















he Roman Catholic Church goes against nature? It seems. A 
man and woman falling in love is a primal instinct, and you 
can't dust it off. You can’t go against it either. Now, why does 


our Church, supposedly an expert in humanity, demand so much 
holiness and even permanent continence from her foot soldiers? 


Every priest knows by heart that the life of celibacy is the polar 
opposite of effortless because it goes against his primal instinct. The 
challenge is not for the average mature young man. Others think it’s 
even heroic that the Catholic priest willingly embraces the discipline 
of celibacy. Eventually, the not-so-heroic among the members of 
the presbyteroi fall from grace and eventually disgrace the Church. 
And because such embarrassing situation is inevitable, why require 
celibacy in the first place? 


45 
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The historical perspective might be a good start. The 
understanding that men and women in the past attempted to 
live chaste and celibate lives for a noble cause may help us better 
understand the Catholic discipline of celibacy. 


The Roman pagans of antiquity imposed celibacy and chastity 
only to their Vestals, a public priesthood of six women devoted to 
the worship of Vesta, the Roman goddess of the fire, home, and 
hearth. To preserve their chastity, the Vestal virgins had to live 
apart from the rest of the people. A vow of chastity was strictly 
enforced, so much so that a Vestal tainted by the loss of her 
chastity while in office was buried alive (Beard, M. et al. Religions 
of Rome, 1998). 


According to Plutarch, the pagans required purity in the sacrificial 
offerings to their gods because they thought that anything related to 
the celebration of sacrifices should be pure and clean. Even Hollywood 
movies dont fail to portray the pagan virgin wearing an immaculate 
white dress to represent innocence and purity, which tells us that even 
the profane knows how to show respect for the sacred. 


If chastity is that necessary among the pagan Vestals, it is all the 
more necessary for the Catholic priest, to think he sacrifices on 
the altar nothing less than the immaculate Lamb of God. Does it 
make any sense that our priest must go up to the next level, above 
the average, and remain pure in mind and body always? Augustine, 
one of the most influential and important thinkers of all time, 
thought so: 


To all chastity is most necessary, but especially to the minister of 
the altar (Sermons, 29; Pius XII, Encyclical Sacra Virginitas). 


But the most fundamental rationale in requiring perpetual 
continenceis the imitation of Christ, true son of Adam, VIRGIN, 
CELIBATE, and CHASTE. Do you want to identify yourself with 
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Jesus? Then, stay a VIRGIN, CELIBATE, and CHASTE! Of course, 


it’s easier said than done. 


Imitatio Christi is essential for the presbyter who acts in persona 
Christi. The more our sacerdos fights back the devil with his armor of 
chastity, the more he is configured with Jesus, the more the servant 
is likened with the Master. The best waking hours of his priestly 
ministry are spent with our dear Lord with an undivided heart and 
focused attention. Disciplined by a life of chastity and celibacy, he 
dedicates himself completely in the service of God and humanity, in 
ora et labora. 


Paul VI described the bittersweet burden of sacerdotal celibacy 
not as a partial donation but “a total gift of himself to the Lord and 
to His Church.” Ergo, the Holy Priesthood is a 24-7 commitment, 
a complete oblation of oneself, and nothing less (cf. Encyclical 


Sacerdotalis Caelibatus, 1967). 


A sign of heaven 


St. Paul has supplied the /ocus classicus, the classical justification, 
of why our sacerdos should remain celibate: 


The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, 
how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about 
worldly things, how to please his wife (T Corinthians 7:32-33). 


What makes it more complicated is the fact that sacerdotal 
celibacy, the discipline of the earthly body, is a sign of the things to 
come, of beyond-this-world type of realities, a different dimension, 
“in which the children of the resurrection neither marry nor take wives” 


(Cf. Luke 20:35-36). 


At the end of time the God of glory will be revealed, our bodies 
resurrected, and the Lamb of God will come to judge the living and 
the dead. How do you think our good Lord will treat the celibates 
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and the consecrated virgins? Quite veiled in our age, let’s face it, the 
idea is usually ignored by many. The worldly and those who cannot 
wait would say: Who cares? 


But not Saul turned St. Paul the Apostle, who wrote about the 
quintessence of that promise, which consists of a radically new life 


in Christ: 


What no eye has seen and no ear has heard, what the mind 
of man cannot visualize, all that God has prepared for those 
who love him (I Corinthians 2:9). 


John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople, made this 
contention, and I humbly suggest this opinion be posted in the 
dressing mirror of every priest—in bold letters: 


It is becoming that he who accepts the priesthood be as pure 
as if he were in heaven (Treatise on the Priesthood). 


Our young priest seems to forget and Gregory of Nyssa had to 
remind him: 


The life of virginity is the image of the blessedness that awaits 
us in the life to come (De virginitate). 


In the words of Gregory the Great, the priest can actually “love the 
difficulties of this world for the sake of eternal rewards,” huius mundi 
aspera pro aeternis praemiis amore (Moralia in Job, VII, 21). But then 
again, to win the future promise is several light years away from 
today and our young presbyter remains rooted on earth, surrounded 
by the most beautiful children of Eve. 

Our sacerdos struggles in the here and now. Tomorrow is 
transcendent and quite hard to fathom, and therefore at times put 
into the DEPARTMENT OF FUTURE PLANS. “Heaven can 


wait” is always a good excuse. 
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On Holy Thursday, 2013, Pope Francis washed the feet of young prisoners in Rome, 
two of them young women (courtesy of http://tangingyaman.org/). 


Chaste and celibate: a personal choice 


Compare a man and a woman in their psycho-physiology and they 
match. It’s obvious that they match because their complementariness 
is wrought by nature. As such, it’s always been a challenge for the 
secular mind to understand a unique value in perpetual virginity, 
meaning a man not having an intimate relationship with a woman. 
The more the secular person stares at a celibate priest, the more he 
scratches his head, and shakes it in disbelief. 
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Jesus: “Some are incapable of marriage because they were born 
so; some, because they were made so by others; some, because they 
have renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of God” 
(Matthew 19:11-12). 




















When asked why the priestly vocation in Macau is dreadfully low 
and why seminarians are terribly few, Cheong and Hoi said young 
Catholics are more challenged by the business-oriented, rat-racing, 
jet-setting, and competitive lifestyle of Bill Gates and Facebook's 
founder Mark Zuckerberg, casino magnate Stanley Ho, Lenovos 
CEO Yang Yuanqing, Henry Sy, Jr., and Lance Gokongwei than by 
the simpler lifestyle of the priest, and that most young Catholics set 
their goals in legit money generation than soul-saving ministry. To 
top it all, for many mature young men, the married state seems more 
attractive than celibacy, they said (United Catholic Asian News, 2009). 

The very few who choose celibacy and permanent continence 
over the natural tendency to get married cannot be but steadfast in 
their choice and exceptionally clear on how it would work out in 
practice (Congregation for Catholic Education. Ratio Fundamentalis 
Institutionis Sacerdotalis, 1985). For this reason, they stay in the 
seminary for many years to test their resolve. 

The seminarian surveys the digital 21% century secular life, 
analyzing his own strengths and weaknesses (using SWOT analysis), 
giving particular attention to how liberated or freethinking our society 
has become, when most Filipino and Hollywood actors like Lou 
Salvador Sr., Dolphy, Sr., Ramon Revilla Sr., Liza Minelli, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Jennifer Lopez, and myriads of them change partners like 
changing diapers, in an age when hedonism is almost acceptable, 
and gay marriage, pornography, and sex toys are advertised online as 
memes of personal liberty. Against this backdrop, the future priest 
makes a personal preference to stay chaste and holy. 
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The gentle voice of the late Peter Kurongku, then Archbishop of 
Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea, filled up the small chapel at 
Bomana during a priestly ordination: 


You choose Jesus Christ over and above all creatures 
(“beautiful women” included) and you resolve to be faithful 
until death. By ordination, you decide not to simultaneously 
serve two masters as you wholeheartedly embrace celibacy. 


The congregation was smiling when Archbishop Kurongku 
warned the candidate he had only a few minutes to change his mind 
before the ordination proper. Then, he gave his final salvo: 


From now on, you will refuse to do what others have done 
who played with fire and pretended not to be burned (cited 
in Maximiano, 1995). 


Celibacy is never imposed. Down the centuries, many good 
candidates to the Holy Priesthood chose to leave the seminary the 
very last minute, opted for the primal instinct, and eventually got 
married. Celibacy is always a hard choice and a challenging lifestyle. 
He who opted to stay, “to finish the race,” and embrace a celibate life 
must have reflected again and again what St. Augustine has warned: 


The fiercest of all combats in which we are engaged is the 
preservation of chastity; its battles are of daily occurrence, but 
victory is rare (The Confessions). 


Daily battles. To gain victory against all external forces (the devil 
and temptations) is tough but not enough. In this war, it is imperative 
to overcome our rebellious flesh as well, our concupiscence, ang 
pagnanasa ng laman, a powerful energy within, always there, craving 
for satisfaction, and standing by. To aspire for holiness, therefore, 
our sacerdos needs to fight the mystical combats waged by some 
ferocious enemies both from within and from without. 
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God desires neither hair shirt nor chastity belt nor misery. Quite 
the contrary, our good God wants us to enjoy life and live it to 
the full (Jeremiah 29:11). However, as all spiritual writers attest, 
mortification is the only key to survival and it means a lot of 
personal discipline. Discipline puts the priest into the mode to pray 
on one’s knees and beg God for more strength to enjoy life without 
succumbing to earthly desires. 

Without God’s grace, the priest is at the mercy of his own 
undisciplined passion akin to King David before the naked 
Bathseba. And what happened next? God’s anointed king of Israel, 
YHWH*s favorite shepherd boy, sank and sank deeper into the abyss 
of inordinate yen. 


Confession of a woman 








Pope Francis: “The ministers of the Gospel must be people who 
can warm the hearts of the people, who walk through the dark 
night with them, who know how to descend into their peoples 
night, into the darkness, but without getting lost” (Interview, 
August 2013). 




















The sacred life of a sacerdos cannot be disengaged with women, 
and it’s for certain. Jesus himself was surrounded by women (Our 
Lady, Mary of Magdala, Martha and Mary, etc.) as he recognized 
their feminine role in society. That a woman seeks God through a 
human person and deepens her faith with the aid of the sacerdos who 
supposedly leads her to God is normal and natural. That the sacerdos 
should lead, guide, and counsel the sensitive and complicated 
feminine soul to God and must never let her concentrate on himself 
is another story. 
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A woman might, of course, appear to him as a fascinating and 
beautiful creature, as always. She clings, so to speak, to the priest, led 
by the inner need to be accepted. The priest, on his part, may not 
maintain the proper attitude of a father or a brother, and thus the 
struggle in the inner recesses of the priestly heart begins (Poltawska, 


W. The Solitude of the Priest, 1995). 


The struggle is not unique to the men of the cloth. This same 
struggle is also experienced by women surrounding the priest, who 
might confuse agape with eros, and pastoral charity with passionate 
love. For our better understanding of this inner struggle, we have 
here a story captured in an unedited letter coming from someone 
who fell in love with a Catholic priest. In the first place, the woman 
knew deep inside that love is the worst tyrant when it is allowed to 
rule. And I quote her at length: 





“I fell in love with my parish priest and kept my feelings hidden 
for a long time (close to two years), prayed to God to please take them 
from me as I knew it was pointless and fruitless, but the heart won out 
over the head time and time again. 


‘T told myself my feelings could not be sinful, yet I still suffered great 
pain. My heart ached and longed for his presence. He was to me the 
perfect man, possessing all the qualities I had ever wanted, problem was 
he wore a Roman Collar. 


“His kindness, friendliness, charm, and wit overwhelmed my very 
soul. I knew I was in trouble. We had similar working class and ethic 
backgrounds, same sense of humor. We worked in several ministries 
together and he counseled me a few times, but nothing inappropriate 


ever happened. 


‘At times I caught him gazing at me, and I could not get over the 
feeling that perhaps he had also felt attracted. I felt he truly appreciated 
my kindness and love of the Catholic faith. After one of our last meetings, 
I told him how much I admired him and how much I appreciated his 
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kindness, help, and compassion, and also how sad I and several others 


would be should he be transferred. 


“I gave him a small token that said ‘You are Loved’ a very simple 
and general (not personal), acknowledgement of how ALL of us at the 
parish felt for him as a priest and shepherd of our Church. But of course, 
Lam sure he sensed I had very personal feelings. He acted very awkward 
almost like a school kid. I gave him a really big hug and held on for a 
long time—he did not push me away though. “Not two weeks later, he 
made the announcement at Mass that he was being transferred, and 
very, very far away too. Coincidence? I remember my knees buckling 
under me and I felt like I was going to faint. 


“I was absolutely devastated, went home and wrote him a very long 
letter revealing my feelings, which I personally handed to him the next 
day. This later proved to be a big mistake for my emotional and spiritual 
well-being. At the time though I wanted the burden off my heart, but 
instead I just put it on him. 


“I knew I should have run away from such intense feelings. He never 
once led me on or did anything inappropriate, but after having been 
extremely friendly to me prior to this, he suddenly backed off; which did 
indeed hurt me very much. That marvelous smile of his never came my 
way again” (leavingthepriesthood.com) 


Shattered vows 


By now, our “matinee idol” sacerdos must have felt the trust, 
caring, and adulation of women around him. The priest, regardless 
of his handsome looks and the smell of his aftershave cologne or lack 
of it, is always an attractive man. The aura of the Holy Priesthood is 
simply irresistible. The awareness should make him ponder all the 
more the stern warning given by St. Ambrose of Milan (333-397 
A.D.), the strict mentor of Augustine: “He who has preserved chastity 
is an angel and he who has lost it is a devil” (Selected Works and 
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Letters). I remember, one of the Apostles was once called Satan by 
Jesus for another reason. 


In our time, one Peruvian bishop struggled hard and fought 
viciously, but lost. For this mistake, he did not get a slap on the 
wrist but got his comeuppance. He found his name deleted from 
the official roster of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Peru. We 
know he stopped being chaste and forfeited his moral ascendancy, 
but who are we to judge? He was not wicked, merely too weak. He 
became forgetful of his identity as he ventured more and more into 
indiscretion, became reckless, and forgot Canon Law. 


Two problems. In the new millennium, the priest shortage is 
considered the second most urgent problem facing the Catholic 
Church. The first in the list is the problem of sexual abuse of young 
people committed by a small number of the clergy (Davidson and 
Hoge. Catholics after the Scandal: A New Studys Major Findings, 
2004). The latter is not unlike a tsunami wiping out the Church’s 
credibility. And the so-called crisis in the Church is made more 
complicated by the seeming cover-up by some bishops, maybe out 
of self-preservation, just maybe, or... 


a misplaced concern for the reputation of the Church and the 
avoidance of scandal (Benedict XVI. Letter to the Catholics 
of Ireland, 2010). 


The consequences were terrible. Mother Church suddenly found 
herself in an awfully big and serious trouble, the solemn admission 
of which came from no less than our German pontiff himself: 


The greatest persecution of the Church doesn’t come from 
enemies outside, but is born in sin within the Church. 


And the Holy Father was quick to say what needs to be done: 


The Church thus has a deep need to re-learn penance, to 
accept purification, to learn on one hand forgiveness but also 
the necessity of justice (Interview, May 11, 2010). 
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Our beloved Francis admitted that those instances of sex abuse by 
some clergy had left “very profound wounds” but he pointed out that 
it is a serious predicament not only for the Church but also for all 
sectors of society: 


Statistics on the phenomenon of violence against children 
are shocking, but they also clearly show the great majority of 
abuses occur in family and neighborhood settings. 


Pope Benedict XVI had the guts to do what was necessary to solve 
the problem, as explained by our Jesuit pontiff: 


The Catholic Church is perhaps the only public institution to 
have acted with transparency and responsibility. No one else 
has done more. And yet the Church is the only one attacked 
(Corriere della Sera, 5 March 2014). It’s unfair! 


And our pontiff made the humblest appeal, saying that, since the 
problem is universal, it’s high time to throw off the scapegoat status 
of the Catholic Church and must allow her to move on. 


Borrowed Cupid’s wings 


Ordained a Divine Word missionary priest, he chose to live in 
the frontier where he was exposed to the miserable lives of God’s 
poor people. As a good shepherd, he learned to speak out against 
the wolves which devoured human rights, while he continued to 
evangelize, without respite, storming heaven with his prayer and 
supplication. Yet he felt frustrated, almost hopeless, because he 
couldn't do more. 


Until much later, heavily influenced by Karl Marx’s Thesis 11 on 
Feuerbach, which suggested that “philosophers up to now have only 
interpreted the world in various ways, but what matters is that it be 
changed,’ Conrado Balweg, SVD, finally joined the New People’s 
Army (NPA), hid an armalite under his pillow (Das ist verboten), and 
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became unfaithful to his sacerdotal vows of obedience and celibacy. 


We often hear, you can't make an omelet without breaking eggs. 
Suitably, I find a stock phrase from Thomas a Kempis: 


Rejoice that you are raised so high in your dignity but be also 
afraid for dreadful too is your ruin when you fall into sin 
(Imitation of Christ). 


Gregorio Aglipay, the leader of the Philippine nationalist church, 
eventually shook the Roman Catholic dust off his shoes, borrowed 
Cupid’s wings, flew with his partner, got married, and allowed his 
Aglipayan clergy to give up celibacy as well. 

Five centuries earlier, the German Augustinian monk, Martin 
Luther, made the same abolition of clerical celibacy a key element 
to his Protestant reform. In his moment of perplexity, he doubted 
the sacraments and the role of Mary as Theotokos, and he directly 
challenged the papal infallibility. Towards the end of his life, unable 
to break the back of the beast, his poor physical health made him 
quick-tempered and even ruthless. His ever-loyal wife Katharina 
von Bora was overheard as saying, “Dear husband, you are too rude” 
(Spitz. The Renaissance and Reformation Movements, 1987). 


Rock stars of the pulpit 


I regularly watch Catholic priests preaching on EWTN, The 
Eternal Word Television Network, the one founded by Mother 
Angelica. That all of the speakers are incredible is not an exaggeration, 
for millions worldwide are saying that those preachers are truly 
endowed with the special prophetic gift! 


There was John Patrick Bertolucci, perhaps one of the most 
recognized voices in the Charismatic Renewal in America, and 
Thomas Euteneuer, who was described by some as a “rock star” of 
the pro-life movement. Some time ago, young people listened to 
them in awe. The author of Playboy to Priest and a most inspiring 
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lecturer, Ken Roberts, promoted the apparitions of the Virgin Mary 
in Medjugorie. There was John Corapi, a former drug user, who 
went from fancy real estate agent to a military man to a religious 
ordained by no less than St. John Paul II. 


And there was Francis Mary Stone, a Franciscan friar and host 
of the popular EWTN TV Show for the young “Life on the Rock.” 
Either our prudent episkopoi clipped their wings or those presbyteroi 
chose to leave in silence. They made unique contributions to the 
Church, yes, but they also made an irreversible decision and crossed 
their Rubicon. And who are we to judge their particular issues 
and problems? Now that they are gone, millions of Catholics are 


weeping, befuddled, or disappointed. 


My devout Catholic mother Simeona was correct. She taught us, 
her children, how astute and cunning the devil is. “That ugly creature 
is characterized as devious and evil,” she told us. The devil knows with 
laughter that to undermine the steadfastness of one Catholic priest, 
just one priest, is in effect to undermine and smash up the faith of 
thousands, perhaps a million believers. 


We don’t have any idea how many leave the priesthood annually 
without requesting for dispensation. What we know is that, until 
2012, the Vatican receives more or less a thousand requests for 
dispensation every year; about 200 from the United States, 100 from 
Italy, about 50 requests each from Spain, Brazil, Poland, and Mexico, 
and about 20 to 30 requests each from Germany, Philippines, 
Argentina, India, France, Ireland, and Canada, and so on. La Civilta 
Cattolica, the journal published in Rome by the Society of Jesus since 
1850, would come out with such a report, actually a downer, one 
that makes you cheerless and blue, maybe depressed for a long time. 

Priestly vocation does not dry up in Poland, and still in this 
beloved land of St. John Paul II a few good men have left the Holy 


Priesthood. Drawing some needed attention to the situation of ex- 


priests in Poland, Piotr Dzedzej published Discarded Frocks: The Life 
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Stories of Ex-Priests. According to him, it is no longer possible to 
bury our heads in the sand and pretend that the crisis does not exist. 


Telltale signs of the times 


I move back and forth from the issue of the clergy getting married 
to the issue of the clergy involved in child abuse. Here, I quote 


George W. Bush: 


I am concerned about its standing, and I say that because 
the Catholic Church is an incredibly important institution 
in our country. 


When visiting Rome and a Protestant President became seriously 
concerned about the Catholic Church, you can be sure the issue 
must have been the contrary of trivial. When the American Head of 
State raised the sex-abuse scandal during a meeting with our Polish 
pontiff, it must have been a real big problem in the United States 
and elsewhere (CVN News, 2002). 


It’s ugly, usually a code for “off the record.” In 2010, the Vicar of 
Christ held the devil by its horns, publicly and profusely apologizing to 
the victims, as if one could sense drops of tears rolling down his cheeks 
that very moment. He stood face to face with the bitter challenge: 


It is understandable that you find it hard to forgive or be 
reconciled with the Church. In her name, I openly express the 
shame and remorse that we all feel (Letter to the Catholics of 
Ireland, 2010). 


On July 6, 2014, Pope Francis for the first time met six victims 
sexually abused by members of the clergy—two each from Ireland, 
Britain, and Germany. He told them: 


Before God and his people, I express my sorrow for the sins 
and grave crimes of clerical sexual abuse committed against 
you. And I humbly ask forgiveness (Associated Press). 
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One after the other, our pontiffs publicly said “sorry.” Vox temporis, 
vox Dei, indeed “the voice of time is the voice of God.” The events 
are the signs of the times and they’re telling us that playing Satan’s 
game is over. Rome dispatched the strictest policy of “zero tolerance,” 
a strict guideline followed by all dioceses worldwide, the purpose of 
which is to prevent the repeat of our mistakes and scandals. 


When even a SINGLE ACT of sexual abuse by a priest or 
deacon is admitted or is established after an appropriate 
process in accord with canon law, the offending priest or 
deacon will be removed permanently from ecclesiastical 
ministry (www.usccb.org). 


Hopelessness is not permanent 


The bitter lunar glow casts a shadow in the Catholic universe. 
The faithful are asking: Are we here waiting for a raindrop during 
drought or is the situation completely hopeless? 


With all his might, enthused by the gentle Spirit, His Holiness 
recounted how “the fathers of the faith kept walking, facing difficulties. 
And hope did not disappoint.” Then he recited the first riddle of 


Puccini’s opera Turandot: 


In the gloomy night flies an iridescent ghost... It rises and 
opens its wings... And every night it is born and every day it 
dies! (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 


It makes sense that hopelessness is not permanent since the ghost 
of despair is born and it dies. For Pope Francis, Christian hope, 
unlike a ghost, does not deceive because it’s from God. And halfway 
across the globe, in the middle of scandals, talks of scandals, and 
spiritual damages caused by scandals, when everyone is expecting the 
end of Catholic credibility, God seems to keep his promise. There is 


hope and we're not waiting for a raindrop during drought after all. 
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Thomas Aquinas Hoi Ka-tak, the only Catholic in his family, is 
a resident of Macau, China. Originally opposed to his entering the 
seminary, Hoi told his story, his parents were worried after reading 
media reports about a few clergy who sexually abused children. They 
nonetheless changed their minds after seeing how being a Catholic 
has changed Hoi for the better, and after seeing that the seminary 
training has helped him become an improved young man, a better 


person (United Catholic Asian News, 2009). 


Meanwhile, John L. Allen, Jr. saw the reported increase of priestly 
vocation in 2014 as one of “Francis Effects” (CBCP News, March 
23, 2014). We humbly beseech our merciful Father that the kairos 
moment comes soon when the Holy Priesthood once again “shines 
bright like a diamond in the sky” (Rihanna's song) with the radiance 
of the risen Christ. 


Thomas Aquinas, OP 

St. Augustine, as a teenager, is now famous for having prayed, 
“Lord, make me chaste, but not yet? But not Thomas Aquinas. He 
was different. Known as the “Angelic Doctor” on account of fighting 
the nude devil with a torch, he remained pure and chaste all his life. 
Was it St. Bernard of Clairvaux who said: 


Castitas angelum de homine facit, “chastity can make an 
angel of a man?” 


At the age of 19, Thomas was resolved to join the recently founded 
Dominican Order. This happened in the 13" century Italy when 
traveling from one place to another took forever. All was set, and the 
Dominicans arranged for Thomas to travel from his hometown to 
Rome and from Rome to Paris. But while on his journey to Rome, 
Thomas Aquinas was kidnapped by his own family! Per his mother 
Theodora’s instructions, his brothers seized him as he was drinking 
from a spring and took him back to his parents at the castle of Monte 
San Giovanni. 
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If facts be narrated, young Thomas life story appears melodramatic. 
He was held a prisoner for two years in the family castle in an 
attempt to prevent him from assuming the Dominican habit, to stop 
him from being “foolish,” and to push him to renounce his priestly 
aspiration. Family members were really desperate, it’s that obvious. 
Thomas remained steadfast and held on to his dreams. 


At one point, two of his brothers resorted to hiring a scantily- 
dressed prostitute, a certain temptress of seductive beauty, to lure 
him. The prostitute went up where Thomas was, intending to warm 
that evening with her scented presence. However, our young man 
immediately drove her away, down through the narrow stairwell, 
brandishing a torch. That night two angels appeared to him as he 
slept, girded him with a mystical belt of purity, and strengthened his 
determination to remain celibate (Torrell, 2005). 

St. Alphonsus Ligouri repeated St. Bernard’s idea that the chaste 
man who rejects all carnal pleasures shall live as do the angels of God 
in heaven. The moral theologian added this to explain: 


“Whereas the angels are pure by nature, the chaste priest is pure 
by virtue’—by daily struggle, by repeated fasting, by fervent 
prayer, by discipline (Dignity and Duties of the Priest). 


Asa parting shot, I cite Brunero Gherardini’s definition of celibacy: 


The perfection of the priests being-for-others, a man of 
God and witness of the kingdom, and not as a mortifying 
repression of human nature (1995). 
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CHAPTER 3 


CAN WE GET TO HEAVEN 
WITHOUT PRIESTS? 


‘All are saved, including atheists” 
mae 














In St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis hugged and kissed Vinicio Riva, a man disfigured by 
neurofibramotis, a genetic disorder (courtesy of l’Osservatore Romano) 


hat about our few damaged clergy and seraphic singles 

in crisis? Will they be redeemed? Yes, a resounding 

yes, God wants His erring presbyteroi to be saved. In 
a special way, God’s mercy is directed towards the most scandalous 
sons of Eve, for His compassion is as deep as the Samarian well, his 
arms as wide as the giant doors of St. Peter’s Basilica. God does not 
get tired of forgiving, like what Pope Francis has said: “It is we who 
get tired of asking for forgiveness.” 
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What about the non-Catholics? Another resounding yes! Our 
loving Father wants all to be saved. God’s salvific hankering coincides 
with the universal redemptive act of Jesus Christ. Stooping down 
to personally assume our created human nature, God didn’t hang 
out anybody to dry but opened his big arms to hug everyone. And 
tightly! (cf. Basil the Great. Long Rules, Ascetical Works for Monks. 
Vol. 9, 237-239). 


What about those who think God doesn’t exist? Yes, they too will 
be saved. The Gospel always bears the same good news, and the 
good news is that our beloved Savior willingly and lovingly died for 
all, otherwise known in theology as the universal redemptive will of 
Christ. Quite recently, atheists, doubters, and skeptics were rejoicing 
as they welcomed Francis’ announcement: 


The Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us, with the Blood 
of Christ: All of us, not just Catholics. Everyone! Even the 
atheists. Everyone! (The Guardian, 22 May 2013). 


His personal letter to the founder of La Repubblica newspaper, 
Scalfari, a non-Catholic, started to ruffle some feathers. In that 
letter, the first Jesuit pontiff explained that non-believers would be 
forgiven by God if they cooperate with grace: 


You ask me if the God of the Christians forgives those who 
dont believe and who dont seek the faith. I start by saying... 
Gods mercy has no limits if you go to him with a sincere and 
contrite heart (Letter to Dr. Eugenio Scalfari, 2013). 


Man's dancing shoes in God’s dancing feet 


Imagine a court full of madmen thirsting for someone to be 
hanged and the judge in black robe bangs his gavel and issues a 
verdict of acquittal to everyone’s surprise. That's the picture perfect 
of being justified. It's a metaphor derived from a judicial or court 
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proceeding (cf. Hans Kung. Justification, 1964). Even if found 
guilty, that someone is acquitted, justified, and bailed out, and that’s 
how “justification” works. 


Justification is the application of the merits of Christ’s universal 
redemption to a guilty individual, in which our dear Savior acts 
as the honorable Judge in black robe issuing a verdict of acquittal. 
Here’s the hint, the accused can be justified only when he gives his 
personal consent. To be justified, the sinner must say: “Yes, Jesus, 
you can heal my wounds.” 

In Pope Francis letter to Scalfari, human cooperation is expressed 
in these words, “¿f you go to him with a sincere and contrite heart.” 
That is what I call “man’s dancing shoes in God’s dancing feet,” the 
sinner’s personal consent to God’s universal offer of redemption. 


Jesus and two other criminals were hanging on the cross on 





Good Friday. St. Dimas, a criminal all his life, could have not heard 
the Good News: “Today, you shall be with me in paradise” until he 
exerted an extra effort to say: “(Hey) Lord, remember me...” God 
cannot forgive unless the sinner shows some signs of repentance, of 
course, excluding crocodile tears. God can actually give a big hug 
of friendship to someone only when that someone steps forward, 
opens his arms wide, and allows God to embrace him tightly (cf. 


Karl Rahner. “Theology of Freedom,” 1961). 


When our dear Lord revealed himself to a prayerful Polish nun, 
Faustina Kowalska, he likened going to confession to approaching 
the “fountain of My mercy, Blood and Water which came forth from My 
Heart.” In other words, if you want refreshment when your soul is 
parched, go to confession, where God’s grace is served bottomless 
(Diary, 1602). Sinners do not abandon ship; they swim the ocean 
of divine mercy. 


Salvation history is not centered on the dramatic account of a 
sinner who “wandered far away from God, but a story of the Good 
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Shepherd who left the ninety-nine to search out for the lost sheep. 
First, and always first, it's God’s love. It’s always the Father’s act of 
leaving the house doors wide open just in case the son returns (cf. 
Evangelii Gaudium, 45). 


God did not kiss us goodbye 


YHWH sent them out of paradise after our first parents 
disobeyed. Out of frustration, however, the Creator did not put his 
foot on Adam’s throat and introduced his Divine Mean. God instead 
provided hope. The narration of the First Fall is incomplete unless 
hope is offered. And we've heard the story in Genesis, dubbed as the 
proto-evangelium, when the omnipotent God did not kiss our frail 
human nature goodbye and said: “Ti keep you posted.” 


No, no, no! God came down nearer, not farther away. He fulfilled 
his promise by deciding that His Only Begotten Son became the 
Son of Mary. 


His foster father, Joseph of the House of David, and Mary his 
mother were registered in Bethlehem during the census when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria, where the despotic Assads rule till 
this day. Jesus himself was circumcised on the eighth day after his 
birth in accordance with the Jewish law (Luke 2:21), thus becoming 
a legit member of the Jewish society with a unique culture, traditions, 
tongue (Aramaic), laws, and idiosyncrasies. YHWH God was not 
only made a man, he was made a Jew. He was “born subject of the 


Law” (Galatians 4:4). 


Given the purpose of the incarnation, it is most fitting that the 
Son of God should voluntarily take these human penalties upon 
himself for our sake, such as the agony in the garden, crowning with 
thorns, the whipping at the pillar, the carrying of the cross, and 
his death—the ones we meditate when praying Our Lady’s rosary. 
Mel Gibson's movie The Passion of Christ gives us a glimpse of what 


Chapter 3° CAN WE GET TO HEAVEN WITHOUT PRIESTS? 69 


happened: the shock, the pain, and horror of bodily torture and slow 
death, hunger and thirst that we sinners ordinarily endure. 


Certainly, those physical assaults and the spittle on his Holy 
Face hid his Godhead. Sure, they did. But those same sufferings 
adequately revealed his human nature and his true sonship in Adam. 
Although he did not inherit the penalties of sin, the Son of Man 
voluntarily took bad things upon himself. 


And the Greeks have one word for it: agape. They could only reason 
out that the highest form of love made this impossible act of God 
possible. The breathtaking account of that event was jotted down by 
the beloved Apostle: “God so loved the world that He sent his only Son” 
(John 3:16), and this truth of our faith blasts us without end. 


God’s method in his madness 


Before that bloody event in Calvary, we could have doubted whether 
YHWH cared at all. Now, how could anyone ever doubt His merciful 
love after having seen Him dead that Good Friday, hanging on a cross 
naked? Does it tell us something more? Absolutely! And this is it: that 
the crucifix is the most powerful reminder of our broken promises and 
God’s unbroken promise, of our badness and God’s Goodness, of our 
idiocy to hate God and God's idiocy to love us. 


Others prefer to call Gods bottomless Goodness sacred 
foolishness. Is there method in his madness when God is writing 
straight using crooked lines? But who are we to question the sanity 
of God? St. Paul was wise enough to scribble this for posterity: 
“The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men” (I Corinthians 1:25). 


1. To medicate our wounds caused by sin, the Son of God chose 
to die a shameful death. Is this foolish? Those who doubt— 
the skeptics, cynics, and the followers of John Duns Scotus of 
old—tend to think so, when they raise another question: Isn't it 
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inappropriate, insane, or even scandalizing that sin, which God 
so abhors, should be the occasion for God to assume a human 
nature? Sin (evil) is the polar opposite of the Good! 


Oh divine madness, oh Divine Goodness and, rewording 
William Shakespeare, “God’s only love sprung from His only 
hate” (Romeo and Juliet) and God did what is insane. And every 
single year, during the Easter Vigil, the whole Christendom 
intones the song of a wonderful paradox, precisely in response to 
such doubt: 


O happy fault, which gained for us so great a Redeemer! (cf: 
Exultest in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 412). 


2. God did something more. A drop of blood, a single tear, or 
one word would suffice to procure salvation for all, but God 
did more than that. He was tortured with 39 lashes. He was 
crowned with thorns. He was made to carry the heavy cross. 
He expired. Clement VI wrote: Though innocent, our Blessed 
Lord was executed in the most ignominious manner, shedding 
not merely “a drop of blood... but a copious flood” (Jubilee Bull 
Unigenitus Dei Filius, AD 1343). 


Francis quoted from Dostoevsky’s The Idiot: 


Prince Myshkin sees a painting by Hans Holbein the Younger 
depicting Christ dead in the tomb and says: “Looking at that 
painting might cause one to lose his faith.” The painting is 
a gruesome portrayal of the destructive effects of death on 
Christs body (Lumen Fidei, 17). Jesus was de-divinized and 


dehumanized on the cross! 


3. The priesthood is essentially the sacrifice of the Victim on 
the altar. It is a recall of YHWH’s command to Abraham to 
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prepare a sacrifice and the boy Isaac’s question, “Where is the 
lamb?” Against this background, it’s necessary for the Savior to 
die in order to become the victim, for a Savior without dying is 
not a victim. “Had he not died,” St. Alphonsus posed a perfect 
question, “where should we find the victim that the priests of the 
New Law now offer?” 


God so designed that the “Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins 
of the world, would be the sacrificial Victim in the Mass celebrated 
by our sacerdos. Jesus instituted the Holy Priesthood to make present 
and available the Victim on every altar. 


Christ alone is the perfect go-between 








Saint Anthony Maria Claret: “J have to be like a candle 
that burns and spends its wax and light until it goes out. The 
members of the body seeks to be united to their head, iron filings 
are drawn to the magnet, and I want to be united with Jesus in 
the Eucharist and in heaven” (May 26, 1870) 




















Adam’s original sin made a deep impact on humanity and created 
a never-ending abyss of dark uncertainties. The human person was 
lost. As the Sole Mediator (Pontifex par excellence), Jesus Christ built 
the only hanging bridge of redemption between God and man. 
Suddenly, there was hope. Jesus alone is the perfect and unique go- 
between appointed by the Father because precisely no one else on 
earth and in the heavens can achieve what He did. 


Jesus himself said: “No man comes to the Father but through me” 
(John 14:6). Pius XII in his encyclical Mediator Dei (1947) was 
categorical about it, quoting the Apostle Paul: “There is one God, and 
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there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus...’ 
His sacrifice is one of a kind, accomplished once and for all. 


Yet sin continues to be committed, sapagkat kamiy tao lamang, 
human as we are. And sin unfriends us from God every time—in 
a monstrous way. Francis in his characteristic frankness admitted: 
I am a sinner! (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). So what do we do 
now? Where do we sinners go? 


Pope Francis said: Where else but to His priests, Christ’s deputies 
on earth! In his great mercy, God made our ordained ministers 
privileged participants in our Savior’s redemptive ministry with the 
authority to forgive sins. This St. Thomas Aquinas understood so 
profoundly that he wrote: 


Only Christ is the true priest, the others being only his ministers 
(cited in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1545). 


Priest as mediator? 


Does it mean the ordained ministers today are tasked to continue 
what Jude, Bartholomew, Andrew, James, and the other Apostles 
did in their lifetime? Absolutely! Our beloved John Paul II reminded 
us that today’s Catholic ministerial priesthood has its roots in the 
apostolic succession (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 15). Francis confirmed this 
in his aphorism: 


Through the apostolic ministry the mercy of God reaches me, 
my faults are forgiven and joy is bestowed on me (through the 
ministry of the priest). 


The Protestant traditions (Lutheran, Calvinist, Baptist, Methodist, 
et al) and born-again Christian fellowships do not have an altar. 
They have no sacrifice, no victim, and no priesthood. Because 
there’s no Eucharist, their center of worship is the Word of God, 
sola scriptura, and their minister is the preacher. Like the Anglicans, 
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the Aglipayan Church has its own “priesthood” but detached from 
apostolic succession and ministry. 


The Catholic Church through the apostolic succession is the 
depository of the power of the keys, of opening or closing God’s 
wellspring of grace because God Himself willed it so... And “the 
priest is the instrument for the forgiveness of sins” (General Audience, 
20 November 2013). 


It all began when our Blessed Lord said: Tu es Petrus, “You are 
Peter” (Aramaic “kephas”) et super hanc petram... “and upon this 
Rock I shall build my Church (Hebrew “gahal” and Greek “ekklesia”). 
And the gates of hell (sheol) can never prevail. I shall give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven...” (Matthew 16:19). The kingdom of 
heaven alludes to the City of God with its own gates. And, of all the 
City inhabitants, it is Peter who’s entrusted with the keys and the 
unique authority to govern that City. It’s Peter, not Paul, not John 
the beloved, not Mary. 


Based on this solid promise, the Catholic Church is Christ’s 
visible presence on earth, the ship on its mighty voyage in the open 
seas. And Jesus, as the absolute historical presence of God on earth, 
instituted the sacraments, which are today’s visible and liturgical 
signs of God’s pure Goodness. Our Church is one, holy, Catholic, 
and apostolic insofar as she inherits and continues the Church of the 
Twelve Apostles, that is, historically, legitimately, and theologically 
(Pope Pius XII, Mystici Corporis). 

The Vicar of Christ down the centuries is given the title Maximus 
Pontifex or the “great bridge builder.” But I would like to add that 
every priest is a little pontifex, but a pontifex, who is also a builder of 
the destroyed relationship between God and man. Our sacerdos is a 
minor builder, but just the same he builds a destroyed relationship. 
No wonder why the auricular confession has become the sacramental 
means of reconciliation (a mystery rejected by Protestants). 
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How can this be that the confessor is the visible mediator, a minor 
builder of relationship between God and man? Theologians would 
use the word “configuration” which guarantees that the priest as 
transformed into Christ, hence becoming an alter Christus (title of 


John J. Gilchrist’s book, 2005), a.k.a. Christ’s alter ego. 


The priest is unlike any preacher of the Protestant traditions. 
The priest is configured ontologically to Christ, the Spouse of the 
Church, and correspondingly he acts in persona Christi, in the person 


of the forgiving Christ. 


God’s ambassador to humanity 








Pope Francis went to confession at St. Peter’s Basilica (Lent, 2014. Courtesy of Robert Duncan) 


Can the sinner email, or text, telephone or tell his sins to 
God directly? No way. The sinner has to examine his conscience 
thoroughly, go to a confessional and reveal his sins audibly in the 
hearing of a sacerdos, the minor builder, receives absolution, and 
does his penance. 


Chapter 3 ° CAN WE GET TO HEAVEN WITHOUT PRIESTS? 75 


To teach this lesson, to the surprise of one ordinary priest who 
was at that time inside a confessional box inside St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Francis, the Vicar of Christ and the Supreme Pontiff of the Universal 
Church, knelt before him in public and humbly confessed his 
sins. What humility! That singular day, Lent of 2014, became 
unforgettable to the hundred pilgrims who saw it with their own 
eyes. How profound! 


The act was telling us that the penitent cannot just go directly to 
God. He has to pass through the minor builder, the little pontifex, a 
go-between, a mediator, God’s ambassador. Yes, the sacerdos is God’s 
ambassador to humanity and also humanity’s representative “to God 
in the name of all” (St. Bernardine of Siena). And, as an accredited 
ambassador, Blessed Columba Marmion said that the priest’s 
intercession for the salvation of the world is numbered among the 


most effective (Le Christ idéal du pretre, Chapter 14). 


According to Peter de Blois, in creation, God needed no assistants, 
but in the mystery of redemption “God wished to have coadjutors.” And 
such was substantiated by the Angelic Doctor in the Summa Theologica: 


The priest, as mediator, is charged with the office of making 
peace between God and men (Part 3, question 26, a. 1). 


In Sta. Lucia, Novaliches, in 1986, a deranged young man went 
inside a chapel and set it on fire, heavily damaging the main altar. As 
the fire was being doused, when the thick black smoke was cleared, 
they found a big wooden crucifix. Both legs and feet of Jesus were 
gone and the arms and hands charcoaled dark. Only the suffering 
face and wounded body of the Man crucified remained intact. 


We installed the burned crucifix back to its original position in the 
chapel, adding the inscription just down below it (a strong reference 
to the ministry of the priest): I HAVE NO HANDS BUT YOUR 
HANDS; I HAVE NO FEET BUT YOUR FEET, [have no lips but 


yours, I have no ears to listen, but yours (Maximiano, 1992). 
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Is the priesthood necessary? 


While we're at it, it might be well to clarify that, of the sacrament 
of Matrimony, the priest is merely a witness and the couples in love 
are the protagonists, the actual ministers. And regarding Baptism, 
for being an essential sacrament, in case of an emergency anyone, 
whether cleric or not, or simply anyone, can administer the 
sacrament, which is the only rite of passage into becoming God’s 
child (Codex Iuris Canonici, canons 851-852, 862). 


In view of the above (Matrimony and Baptism), is the priesthood 
still necessary? Is the priesthood essential, indispensable, de rigueur 
for the salvation of humanity? Is it really a requirement in order 
to continue Christ’s redemption? And how do we imagine a world 
without presbyteroi? 


1. The Holy Priesthood is derived from the paschal mystery. 
Francis once described the paschal mystery as “the beating heart 


of the Churchs mission! (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013) and the 
Catholic priesthood springs from it. 


Jesus was not thinking of angels or perfect men. During the Last 
Supper when he uttered, “Do this in memory of me,” our dear Savior 
was thinking about his priests, his servants who would share his own 
life and ministry. The priesthood is indeed a mystical institution, 
intentionally set up by Jesus Christ, predicted by the Old Testament 
prophets, and fulfilled in the New Testament. Based on this fact, 
no human organization can approximate the grandeur of the Holy 
Priesthood. 


2. Now this mystery is made present and operative today. What 
Jesus promised has been fulfilled. What he was thinking all 
along happened and the idea became a reality. The Eucharistic 





celebration, baptism, confession, and the anointing of the sick 
actually make present his wooden Cross and the empty Tomb, 
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the paschal mystery. The sacraments that we celebrate truly 
effect what they liturgically and symbolically proclaim. And 
how’s that? 


In Alice Morse Earle’s Sundials and Roses of Yesterday, we read: 
“Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift.” To 
complete one’s appreciation of the chronological time, Master Turtle 
in film Kung Fu Panda made this remark: “Thats why today is called 
present” and we relish the moment because the present moment is 
a gift. Really, it makes sense. Chronology is the equivalent of time 
measured by years, months, days, hours, minutes, and seconds. 


However, the Seven Sacraments are far above chronology. They 
are beyond time, years, months, days. The sacraments are beyond the 
ancient Jewish rites and rituals of the Old Covenant. Since the past 
is made to actually happen in the present, the sacraments transcend 
chronological time. They reenact (redo, remake, make present) a 
historic event, the greatest story ever told, that of the paschal mystery, 
so much so that the “yesterday and history,” called the past, is made 
present in the sacraments, truly a present, truly a gift, THROUGH 
THE MINISTRY OF THE CATHOLIC PRIEST. 


3. Efficacious even if the priest is unworthy. Why will God store 


the source of infinite grace, the priceless treasure, in a clay pot, 
in a breakable container, in an earthen vessel? St. Paul put the 
whole idea in its proper context: 


We have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves 
(2 Corinthians 4:7). 


Jesus knew the future sins and scandals of our episkopoi and 
presbyteroi. And yet, “on the night He was betrayed,” He went on to 
institute the Holy Priesthood. Therefore, come to think of it, the 
clay pot that easily cracks must be necessary. 
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Shortage of priests 


Nigeria, Ghana, and Uganda in Africa, and South Korea and 
the Philippines in Asia have two priests per parish, or at least one 
resident priest for a small parish. That’s good news. The same is 
true in Central America countries, such as Mexico, El Salvador, and 
Costa Rica. Meanwhile, the Middle East has very few Catholics but 
has unusually big number of clerics. And people wonder why. 


In North America (the United States and Canada), while the 
number of Catholics is steadily increasing, the number of clergy has 
decreased by twenty percent in the beginning of the new millennium. 


In Europe, there is no growth both in the Catholic membership 
and the number of presbyteroi. In France, Belgium, and Switzerland, 
nearly half of all parishes do not have a resident presbyter and it means 
two or several parishes are ministered by one priest and that lone priest 
is not getting any younger. Did the Council of Trent, Session XXI (16 
July 1562), canon 5, allowed one priest for several parishes only on 
a temporary basis? However, it appears that today’s temporary is the 
new permanent and the new permanent has become a crisis. 


Since the 1980’s, the decrease in the number of priests and priestly 
vocation has been felt in many European nations, with the exception 
of Poland. Catholic sociologist Dean R. Hoge confirmed the decline 
in this way: 


The wealthy nations have the money, and the poor nations 
have the people and the priests (The Current State of the 
Priesthood, 2005). 


Our pontiff Francis had to tell the bishops from the Netherlands: 


The future and the vitality of the Church in the Netherlands 
depend also on priestly and religious vocations! It is urgent 
that you create a vigorous and attractive vocations apostolate 
(2 December 2013). 
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Priestless parishes which are now sad realities in some parts of 
the North America and Europe are due to a crisis caused by retiring 
seniors, added to those leaving the priesthood and decreasing 
sacerdotal vocation. Many seminaries are closed, while others are 


half-empty or half-full. 


1”? 


“After God, the priest is everything! 


The Vatican Congregation for the Clergy organized the 1995 
global conference in Rome. Before the crowd of experts, episkopoi, 
and presbyteroi, Fr. Constant Bouchaud, superior of the Sulpicians, 
said: “The shortage of priests has serious consequences.” Then he repeated 
what the Synod of Bishops in 1971 has already acknowledged: 


When the presence and actions of priests are lacking, the 
Church cannot have full assurance of its fidelity and its 
visible continuity (1995). 


And there was silence in the august assembly. When the presence 
and actions of priests are lacking, there’s no celebration of the Mass, as 
it happens in some parts of North America, where both the altar and 
the pews are deserted. Nobody is sent to the missions and difficult 
situations. The Christifideles cease to receive absolution, the sick and 
aged die without Holy Anointing. No one receives and administers 
the Holy Orders. Without the ordained ministers, the Church stops, 
like a speeding car in a superhighway suddenly bled dry of gasoline. 


St. John Paul II once characterized the Holy Priesthood as “the 
nerve center of the Church’ whole life and mission,” and it’s gone. Will 
God allow it? It’s His Church. It’s His frontier. I cannot imagine the 
coadjutors of the Supreme Pontiff reaching out to the flock of some 
1,200,000,000 Catholics of all races all gone. I cannot imagine a 
space and time when what's left are bald episkopoi and presbyteroi in 
walking canes and wheel chairs. It’s God’s ekklesia. It's His chosen 
people. But will God allow it? 
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Even Pope Kiril I (played by Anthony Quinn) in the 1968 drama 


film The Shoes of the Fisherman was honest enough to admit he didn’t 
know God’s plan. He said: “J have no inside information as to how 
the Kingdom of God is going to be established.” Neither do we have 


any sort of inkling as to how the Kingdom of God would survive 


without priests. The following is all we know: 


1. 


2. 


The Churchs fundamental mission in every age is to direct 
man’s gaze towards God—to know, love, and serve God above 


all. The Church's basic raison d'être is to focus every living soul, 
all men and women, in fact, the whole of humanity, towards the 
loving and operative mystery of God “taking place in Jesus Christ” 
(cf. John Paul II. Redemptor Hominis, 10). 


The Church does this through reaching out to all nations, 
through the sacraments and the celebration of the liturgical year, 
in which the various aspects of the one paschal mystery unfold 
(Annunciation, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, 
etc.). These fiesta celebrations all over the world commemorate 
and communicate to all the first fruits of Christ’s redemption 


(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1171). 


In order to pursue this fundamental mission of the Church, so that 
this beautiful blessing becomes a human experience, both personal 
and historical, to actualize what is past, the sacrament of Holy 
Orders is made by God to be necessary. God needs his deputy, 
the priest, in as much as he is a ministerial and a sacramental 
condition to actualize our Lord’s paschal mystery. 


Because the priest is needed to actualize the paschal mystery, 
to make present what is past, to capture what is transcendent, 
to behold what is invisible, St. John Paul II calls the priesthood 
“the nerve center of the Church’s whole life and mission.” Take 
note, the Holy Father assigned the priest to a job that is central 
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not just to a part (a fraction or a chunk) but to the WHOLE 
LIFE AND MISSION of the Church (Address to the 1995 


International Symposium on the clergy). 


5. God’s humble servant, Pére Jean-Marie Vianney, believed that 
his sacerdotal function is indeed situated in the very heart of the 
Church. I cannot find anything simpler than the explanation 
made by him: 


Without the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we would not have 
the Lord. Who put him there in that tabernacle? The priest. 
Who welcomed your soul at the beginning of your life? 
The priest. Who feeds your soul and gives it strength for its 
journey? The priest. 


6. Extending his catechism lesson on the importance of the 
Holy Priesthood, Cure d’Ars went on: 


Who will prepare it (the soul) to appear before God, bathing 
it one last time in the blood of Jesus Christ? The priest, always 
the priest. And if this soul should happen to die (as a result of 
sin), who will raise it up, who will restore its calm and peace? 
Again, the priest. 

The closing remark of the patron of pastors is most telling: 
“After God, the priest is everything!” (cited in Benedict XVI, 2009). 
Therefore, going back to the crux of the matter, can we get to heaven 
without the priest? 
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CHAPTER 4 


OBEDIENCE, SERVANTHOOD, 
AND KENOSIS 


Fullness of the priesthood 








Without a doubt, obedience is more meritorious than any other 
penance. And what greater penance can there be than keeping 
one’ will continually submissive and obedient? (Saint Catherine 
of Bologna) 




















F | { hat all the hundred thousand prebyteroi do not possess the 
fullness of the priesthood is something plucked out of thin 
air? Or something accidental? Not a chance. 

That only the bishop has the fullness of the priesthood and that 
the priest’s authority is a delegated one are intentional on the part 
of Jesus Christ. That's why our prebyteroi are dependent upon their 
episkopoi in the exercise of the sacred functions (Second Vatican 
Council. Presbyterorum Ordinis,7). 

For example, only the bishop has the inherent faculty to forgive 
the sin of abortion, considered to be “intrinsically evil.” Yet bishops 
do delegate to some prebyteroi, especially to parish priests, the faculty 
to absolve direct abortion on a temporary basis, when it is needed 
most, well, during the celebration of the parish fiesta, Good Friday, 
or a holy retreat. “Father, Im granting you the faculty for ten cases” or 
twenty, his bishop would tell him. 
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Because his is a delegated authority, the presbyter has to obey and 
respect his bishop. He cannot just put it behind him that, at the rite 
of ordination, he made a solemn pledge of obedience to his bishop 
who asked: “Do you promise obedience to me and to my successor?” 


St. John Paul II cited this in his autobiography Gift and Mystery: 
in lying prostrate on the floor during one’s ordination, the candidate 
accepts into one’s sacerdotal life, like Peter, the cross of Christ. This 
is possible only in obedience to the bishop. 


Successors of the Apostles 


The sacrament of Holy Orders maintains the authentic continuity 
of the Twelve Apostles’ own ministry. To be sure, it might be well to 
check the recorded historical succession of every bishop, for in those 
records we can discover how each one of the episkopoi today is validly 
ordained by a successor of one original Apostle of Jesus Christ (cf. 
Ireneaus. Against Heresies: Book III, Chap. 3). 


No other institution on earth can claim such authenticated 
historical succession. Guaranteed to operate for two thousand years 
and beyond, the apostolic succession is a fundamental building block 
of the Catholic tradition (Francis. Homily, Priestly Ordinations. 21 
April 2013). 

It has been recorded, well preserved, and archived. Let’s take a 
second look at St. Irenaeus of Lyons, who testified that when Peter 
and Paul moved out of Jerusalem they became the founders of the 
CHURCH OF ROME. The Bishop of Lyons similarly verified that 
St. Linus was the succeeding Bishop of Rome, the second Supreme 
Pontiff of the Catholic Church. 

The second Bishop of Antioch, Syria, was a disciple of John the 
Apostle, who was consecrated a bishop around the year 69 by Peter, 


the first Pope, as testified by Ignatius of Antioch in his Epistle to the 
Philadelphians (written around AD 110). 
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As Bishop of Rome, Peter was first, followed by Linus, who was 
succeeded by Cletus, Clement (AD 30-100), Evaristus, Alexander 
I, Sixtus I, Telesphorus, Hyginus, Pius I, and so on. The Church of 
Rome grew in membership, so that by AD 251 it had one bishop, 
46 presbyteroi, and seven diakonoi. And how do we know all this? 
In his Traditio Apostolica, historian Hippolytus of Rome recorded 
everything pertinent to the Catholic hierarchical succession. 
In that treatise, he also described the ordination rites of deacons 
and presbyters and their relationship to their episkopoi who were 
recognized as “successors to the Apostles.” 


+Jorge Barlin Imperial (1852-1909). He held the place of 


honor among the native clergy for being the first Filipino Catholic 
bishop. In Manila, Rufino Cardinal Santos came first, followed by 
Jaime Cardinal Sin, Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, and then by Luis 
Antonio Cardinal Tagle. They are the most recent appendage in the 
long list of successors of Fray Domingo de Salazar, OP, the first ever 


appointed bishop of Manila in 1578. 
Orlando Cardinal Quevedo, OMI, of Cotabato; Archbishop 


Bernardino Auza, the Vaticans permanent delegate to the United 
Nations; Dagupan Archbishop Socrates Villegas; Tabuk Bishop 
Prudencio Andaya, CICM; Caloocan Bishop Francisco M. De 
Leon, and all other bishops fit in the episcopate or the exclusive 
college of the episkopoi, each of them enjoying the “fullness of the 
Holy Priesthood.” 


No priest belongs to this group. Yet, the priest must be united 
with the hierarchy, with the Roman Pontiff, with his bishop, in 
humble obedience, and always in humble obedience. That’s the only 
way our presbyter can be dead sure he’s doing God’s will and not 
his own, that he is part of the apostolic succession and not apart 
from it. Therefore, in addressing Christians as early as the first 
century, Ignatius of Antioch admonished all believers with a sense 
of guarantee: 
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Where the bishop is, there let the people gather; just as 
wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church (Epistle 
to the Smyrnaeans). 


Hierarchical, cum Petro et sub Petro 








Father John Hardon, SJ: “The priest might also reflect on 
some of the giants in the priesthood that he knew or that 
he reads about who, because of their disobedience, not only 
fell from their priestly office but did incalculable damage 
to the Church of Christ” (Humility and Obedience in the 
Priest, 1998). 




















From the Apostles it’s the episcopate, and not the presbyterium, 
which receives the triple ministry of sanctifying, teaching, and 
governing God’s people. And this apostolic ministry is hierarchical, 
cum Petro et sub Petro, “with Peter and under Peter.” 


The tip-off is this: Though our priests are not successors of the 
apostles and do not possess the fullness of the priesthood, they are 
“united with the bishops in sacerdotal dignity” (Lumen Gentium,28). 

Christ wanted his Church to be hierarchical. In explaining this 
divine intention, the Congregation for the Clergy (The Directory 
for the Ministry and Life of the Priests) pointed out the following 
details: 


1. The Roman Pontiff, and by extension, cardinals and archbishops 
(metropolitansand primates) wear the pallium in accordance 
with the figure of the Good Shepherdcarrying the lamb on his 


shoulders, symbolizing “service and communion.” The pallium is 
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a small piece of cloakwoven out of white wool taken from sheep 
raised by the Trappist monks in Italy. 


2. Hierarchy is “service and communion” and authority in its original 
meaning is intended not for the hierarchy but to help God’s 
faithful people to grow and become better. 


3. Whenever some clerics congregate or whenever they form a 
presbyteral council or presbyterium or an association of the 
clergy, those meetings cannot be a forum for expressing personal 
or collective claim for rights nor akin to “a union organization 
which protects the interests of workers against the employer.” 


For two thousand years, the Church’s hierarchical structure and 
operations have been challenged again and again but no powers of 
hell, much less any Vatileaks report, ever prevailed. All these centuries 
the one, holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church functions just the 
way it is, as intended by Jesus Christ. 

Full stop! It comes off this way, and only this way: the priest 
functions well only when he obeys the bishop, just as the bishop is 
very sure to do the Founder’s will only when he obeys the Rock, the 
Successor of Peter. 


Disobedience to your bishop is disobedience to Christ 








Pope Francis to bishops: The time you spend with your priests 


is never wasted! Receive them whenever they ask you to. Do not 
let a telephone call go unanswered... Ive heard it very often, 
“Well! I called the bishop and his secretary told me that he had 


no time to receive me!” (19 September 2013). 














88 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


They alleged that the Catholic Church is antiquated like a Seiko 
watch in a digital age. Some bamboozled laity, the U.S. Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious, and the “more enlightened” 
presbyteroi have reintroduced the old Roman idea of “democratism,” 
which advocated the policy of vox populi, that everything has to be 
put into a majority vote, and that the Church should learn to do 
whatever is popular (or what the people like). 


Vox populi vox Dei might sound ground-breaking when used in 
the Catholic context. But it could only make a “windsock” out of 
the Church that blows with the prevailing breeze, unfortunately 
confusing the truth with the majority opinion (to paraphrase 
Senator Jasper Irving in the 2007 drama film Lions for Lambs). Such 
advocacy came out as “a very grave temptation” (cf. Directory for the 
Ministry and Life of the Priests, 17) 


Obedience is not anymore receiving assignments but mutually 
agreeing on them. Such mentality spawned extreme disobedience 
within the clerical rank, more familiarly recognized as dissidence. In 
due course, several groups, more or less organized, of disloyal and 
defiant priests sprouted in the west, with each of them ready to tell 
Rome: ‘my way or the highway.” 


“A champion of liberal Catholics worldwide,” Fr. Charles Curran 
was well known for his dissenting public opinions on issues such 
as abortion, euthanasia, masturbation, premarital intercourse and 
homosexual acts, opinions contrary to Catholic Faith and Morals. 
For many years, Rome studied his positions and tried to dialogue 
with him. 


In a letter dated July 25, 1986, the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith finally told Curran, a brilliant professor of moral theology 
in an ecclesiastical faculty of a pontifical university, that “one who 
dissents from the Magisterium as you do is neither suitable nor eligible 
to teach Catholic theology.” The future Pope Benedict XVI signed the 


letter with finality—doing only what was necessary. 
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After getting loaded warnings, Australian priest Greg Reynolds 
continued to disobey his bishop, celebrated the Mass “sacrilegiously 
and illicitly,” and publicly preached the ordination of women, same 
sex marriage, and other matters contradicting the Magisterium. 
So what would you do? Francis of Rome finally approved his 
excommunication in September 2013. I tell you, those dissident 
clergy can demonstrate as much as they want until hell freezes over. 
Our Catholic faith remains: Obedience to your bishop is obedience 
to Christ, and there’s no other way. 


From the beginning, the early Church has been radical to try 
different approaches, methods, and strategies to become relevant 
and pertinent but, here’s the hint, without changing the teachings 
she received from the Apostles. Pastoral care, according to St. 
Gregory the Great, requires an adaptation of modes but excludes 
any adaptation of doctrine (Regula pastoralis, AD 604). 


“Self-absorbed Promethean neo-Pelagianists” 


Cafeteria Catholicsare those who assert their Catholic identity 
yet dissent from selected Catholic doctrinal or moral teaching 
(Wikipedia). On several occasions, reiterating the sentiment of Paul 
VI, Francis said to them: 


It is absurd to say you follow Jesus Christ but reject the 
Catholic Church (Homily, January 30, 2014)—or some of 
her teachings. 


Dissidence is easy to detect. Today’s dissident clergy are those who 
face TV cameras and produce negative sound bites against Church 
authority, and do all sorts of things, except obey their bishops. And 
because they announce something delicious, the media feast on them. 
We hear of stories how dissident clergy demonstrated in the streets, 
how they lobbied or organized fun-run and walkatons like kids using 
pester power over their parents until Mother Church gives in. 
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But there’s a bigger challenge within the Church which is harder 
to detect, inasmuch as it “hides behind the appearance of piety and 
even love for the Church.” Our Jesuit pontiff called it SPIRITUAL 
WORLDLINESS, which “consists in seeking not the Lord’ glory but 
human glory and personal well-being” (Evangelii Gaudium, 92). 


According to the Holy Father, this may sound oxymoron, 
the spiritually worldly are those ‘se/fabsorbed promethean neo- 
pelagianists” ultimately feeling superior to others, parallel to the self- 
importance the Pharisees have shown during the time of Jesus. And 
because they have faithfully observed certain church rules, they felt 
overly complacent about it. 


Journalist John L. Allen, Jr. called it the Pope Francis’ “older 
son problem” (Tagaytay City, March 2014). In the parable of the 
prodigal son, the older brother obeyed his father in everything and 
he disliked the abundant love his father showered upon his prodigal 


brother when he returned home. 


The “older sons” are not bad men. But our dear pontiff has to 
mention some of their subtle ways: 


1. Their possession of a supposed soundness of doctrine leads to an 
‘authoritarian elitism;” 


2. Ostentatious preoccupation for the liturgy, for doctrine, and for the 
Church’ prestige, but without any concern that the Gospel has a real 
impact on God s faithful people; 


3. Their concern to be seen, living a social life full of appearances, 
meetings, dinners and receptions—for empty pleasure of complacency 
and self-indulgence; and 


4. Possession of a business mentality, caught up with management, 
statistics, plans, and evaluations whose principal beneficiary is not 
Gods people but the Church as an institution (Evangelii Gaudium, 
93-96). 
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Our ever-honest pope said they don’t evangelize, they just analyze. 
They do not open the door to grace, they inspect and verify instead. I 
was made more uneasy when His Holiness referred to their practices 
as “adulterated forms of Christianity” that turn the Church into a 
(in his exact words) “museum piece or something which is the property 


of a select few.” 


Pope Paul VI and the New Pentecost 


The bell tolled. The death knell rang. There was a second bell, 
then joined by other bells all over the city of Rome, all over Italy, and 
then all over the world. St. John XXIII, the unlikely maverick who 
introduced aggiornamento, was dead and the new Vicar of Christ was 
just elected. Aggiornamento was a unique aperture or openness to the 
world and the Church considered it as a favorable time. 


The new Supreme Pontiff, Paul VI, was brave enough to continue 
from where his predecessor left. The whole world hailed the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-1965) under two extraordinary popes as 
“an extraordinary Epiphany” and a “new Pentecost,” a wellspring 
of renewal offered by the Holy Spirit to the People of God with 
enormous fruits (Francis. A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 


One little episode is worth remembering. When everyone else was 
expecting a radical announcement of a radical change a propos the 
hierarchical nature of the Church, during the opening of the Second 
Session of the Ecumenical Council, Paul VI solemnly uttered his 


prayer before the gathered bishops: 


To Christ, may our sole ambition be to give whole-hearted, 
loyal obedience to His commands (Discourse Salvete Fratres, 


29 September 1963). 


His Holiness put emphasis on absolute obedience to Christ’s 
commands, whole-hearted docility to what He intended from the 
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very start, and compliance to what He willed. Against the wish list 
of both the radical-liberal bishops and the ultra-conservative ones, 
nothing changed vis-a-vis the two-thousand-year old hierarchical 
functioning of Mother Church. He was telling the bishops, “Obey 
and nothing goes wrong.” 

Paul VI, as the Vicar of Christ, stood his ground. Retaining its 
original meaning, that is, “service and communion,” he insisted that 
the hierarchical authority is a God-given function not for itself but 
for others. 


There’s no ready explanation except that of the will of the Spouse 
and Founder of the Church. The Church functions as such, that she is 
not a democratic institution and that she is run unlike how the United 
States, “the Land of the Free,” is managed. It’s Christ’s command. 


St. John Paul II: seeking “new paths of creativity” 








“The Holy See insists on first confession for children before 
their first Communion. Yet, in traveling across the country, 
I hear some of the most pathetic stories from mothers who 
are trying to find priests who will hear the confessions of 
their young children” (John Hardon, SJ, Humility and 
Obedience in the Priest). 




















Signa temporum perscrutandi et sub Evangelii luce interpretandi, 
“scrutinizing the signs of the times and interpreting them in the light 
of the Good News of Jesus,” (Gaudium et Spes, 4), the Second Vatican 


Council opened wide the Church’s windows to “/et in some fresh air.” 


The priest today faces the people during the Holy Mass after 
Paul VI promulgated the Missale Romanum in 1969. Thanks to that 
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Council, our Mother Church blazes new trails, reaches out, and 
dialogues with the world, with science, with the Orthodox Church, 
with Islam, and with other religious groups, using aggiornamento, 
ecumenism, inculturation, and “new avenues” of evangelization. 


Alas, those who couldn't stomach the changes shifted gears. 
Refusing such openness, an ultra-conservative elite group established 
its own schismatic church apart from Rome under the headship of 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre. Lefebvre’s group just didn’t like it when 
the Church began to dialogue with the secular world. 


In contrast, our post-Vatican II pontiffs, all of them felt the need 
to abandon their hierarchical thrones to get closer to God’s faithful 
and unfaithful people. Paul VI abolished the Paschal mozzetta, papal 
slippers, and gold cross. John Paul I and John Paul II discontinued 
the papal coronation. Francis climbed down from the pedestal, 
walked with and listened to God’s people, and listened carefully. 


As “the Worlds Parish Priest,’ he met the Jewish rabbis, washed 
the feet of a Muslim female prisoner, reached out and talked to 
non-believers and atheists, told the mafia to stop doing evil or risk 
going to hell, embarked on the de-centralization of the decision- 
making processes, and did some spontaneous cold-calling to former 
parishioners to say, thank you and how are you. 


Francis canonized our globetrotting pope, John Paul II, and 
named him “the great missionary of the Church” because he believed 
the Polish pontiff felt the fire within and, like St. Paul, sought new 
avenues to carry forth the Gospel to various geographical peripheries 
“unto the ends of the earth” (cf. Press Conference, July 28, 2013). 


» & 


“New avenues,” “new paths of creativity,” and new methods in 
pastoral ministry, liberal or conservative approach to doing things, 
yes; but adaptation of doctrine, no! With regards to faith and morals, 
dogma and doctrines, the faithful cannot go wrong when they listen 
to Mater et Magistra, mother and teacher—cum Petro et sub Petro. 
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In the same manner, the presbyter cannot do God’s will 
independent of his obedience to the Holy Father and to his bishop. 
Without obedience, the presbyter cannot expect God to grace his 
apostolate and endeavors, though extraordinary and fabulous they 
may seem to be. The late Peter Kurongku, Archbishop of Port 
Moresby, gave this advice to his deacon: 


When you obey always, you become a martyr without dying! 

Any ordained minister, even the most knowledgeable, the 
smartest, and the most exceptional of his group, will never 
have a fruitful apostolate if he is disobedient to his bishop 
(cited in Maximiano, 1995). 


With all sorts of turbulent winds of change coming from all sides, 
the true son of the Catholic Church is always characterized as the 
one who obeys his bishop, and obeys his bishop with joy. And there’s 
no other way. 


What if Pope Benedict XVI did not obey Pope Francis? 


It was Melchor Cano, Bishop of Canarias, professor of 
fundamental theology at Salamanca, one of the most famous of the 
Tridentine conciliar fathers, who gave us an organized set of twelve 
“sources” of theology in his book De Locis Theologicus (Salamanca, 
1563). And the Church is grateful for this contribution, although 
Cano was disfavored by Paul IV and favored by Pius IV. 


The Spanish Dominican included the Sacred Scriptures and 
Sacred Tradition as constitutive sources; and the teachings of the 
Roman Pontiff, the Ecumenical Councils, and the magisterium of 
the bishops as infallible interpretative sources. 

All of these sources, the patrimony of our faith, are telling us 
that our sacerdos must obey his bishop because it is equivalent 
to his obedience to Jesus Christ. Disobedience to your bishop is 
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disobedience to Christ, id est, in the level of faith. And in the praxis 
level, if all religious and the clergy, including deacons, are stubborn 
and disobedient, if they murmur first before abiding, what do you 
think would happen to the mandate left by Christ to His Church? 
Where will the apostolic mission go if every priest or deacon does 


what he likes and likes what he does? What if Pope Benedict XVI did 


not obey Pope Francis? 








` 








What if Pope Benedict XVI did not obey Pope Francis? (courtesy of L'Osservatore Romano) 


Paul VI’s 1968 Encyclical Humanae Vitae. It’s the most formal 


and solemn papal rejection of artificial birth control, a papal 
teaching which unfortunately created a tornado of disenchantment 
all over the world for decades. Inter alias, the encyclical teaches that 
the sexual act must be open to “the procreation of human life,” and 
that “direct interruption of the generative process already begun” is 
immoral. And did John Paul II ever say that artificial contraception 
is intrinsece malum, “intrinsically evil” (Veritatis Splendor, 80)? 
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In many Western nations, it seems the Catholic faithful seldom 
hear homilies and talks from the clergy reemphasizing this solemn 
teaching. Is it because it’s unpopular? Why are our shepherds 
in purple zucchetto unable to bend the stubbornness of hearts, 
expressed in opinions contrary to the Church’s teachings? 

Is it consequential that more than seventy percent of Catholics 
in North America and Europe support the use of contraception, a 
finding based on a global survey conducted by Bendixen & Amandi 
International for Univision in 2014? The majority think that 
a person can have an abortion or gets divorce, remarry, and still 
remain a good Catholic. 

“That train left the station long ago” is how most American Catholics 
characterized Humanae Vitae (Bishop Robert Lynch of Florida, 7 
February 2014). Are certain portions of the encyclical outdated and 
old-fashioned, as certain progressive theologians claim? 

In the Philippines, what does it say to us, lay Catholics, when a 
few clerics and eminent professors of Catholic universities made a 
strong public stand in favor of the Reproductive Health (RH) Law? 
Is obedience to a papal teaching such as Humanae Vitae negotiable? 
Can the majority and popular opinion in surveys change the truth 


about God’s design? 


His genius proved prophetic,” Francis said of Paul VI on 
Humanae Vitae, “he had the COURAGE TO STAND 
AGAINST THE MAJORITY, to defend moral discipline, to 
exercise a ‘brake’ on the culture, to oppose present and future 
neo-Malthusianism (Corriere della Sera, 5 March 2014). 


When Benedict XVI spoke to the cardinals in his farewell address 
on 28 February 2013, he said: 


In your midst is the next Pope: I promise him obedience. 


If the measure of man’s greatness is in obedience, why is it difficult 
for some priests and intelligent professors to obey? 
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Stories of kenosis, or lack of it 

A recognized philanthropist, he helped many poor students to go 
through college via scholarships. Ahead of the pack, truly prolific 
and brilliant, Fr. Andrew Greeley authored and published more than 
120 books and countless articles in general-interest magazines. The 
earnings of his publications were channeled back to scholarships. 


But there’s a not-so-noble side in him. The National Catholic 
Register once described our priest as “the dirtiest mind ever ordained” 
because of the explicit treatment of sexuality in his novels, one of 
which was entitled Sexual Intimacy. Moreover, proud as a peacock, at 
one point, he described the Roman Catholic bishops of the United 
States as “morally, intellectually, and religiously bankrupt.” If the 
Church wanted to salvage American Catholicism, he wrote, it would 
be well advised to retire “a considerable number of mitered birdbrains” 
(cited by Peter Steinfels. New York Times, 2013). 


In 2008, the old priest suffered skull fractures in a fall when his 
clothing got caught on the door of a taxi as it pulled away. The last 
few years of his life took him down a peg, his poor health and weak 
body apparently made him realize that he was not as necessary as he 
thought he was. At 85, he breathed his last at a Chicago home, both 


his brilliance and arrogance publicly recalled. 


Married to self-importance, Fr. Frank Pavone looked down his 
nose at his peers who were not as gifted as he was. Calling his pro-Life 
work “the core of my life,’ he gradually assumed the attitude that his 
social work is more significant than the one assigned by the bishop. In 
appealing his case directly to Rome, Pavone seemed to have operated 
on a concept of obedience that is more concerned with asserting his 
personal rights rather than seeking holiness through the imitation of our 
obedient Lord. At the end, rather than submit, he left the priesthood to 
be his own boss (Boniface, What of priestly obedience? 2011). 


It’s ill-fated as St. Bernard of Clairvaux confirmed: 


He who is his own master is a scholar under a fool. 
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Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, OP. The Vice President of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Bishop Nguyen van Thuan, 
told us that Garrigou-Lagrange is different, and the good bishop 
narrated a short story to prove his point. 


Passing along a country road in his car, a noble gentleman, well 
revered in the academic circles in his country, noticed a priest among 
an assembly of children. He couldn't believe his eyes, for the priest 
appeared to be none other than Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, OP, 
the world-renown Biblical scholar and founder of the Ecole Biblique 
in Jerusalem, author of the classic treatise The Priest in Union With 
Christ, among others. The noble gentleman got out of his car and 
asked the famous Dominican scholar: 


Is it really you? Its impossible! What on earth are you doing here? 
(ANSWER): Im teaching religion to the children. 
Are you mad? A professor like you teaching catechism to children? 


(ANSWER): Im happy to talk to these children about God: 
Jesus did it long before me! 


As a precautionary measure, some Vatican officials had asked Fr. 
Lagrange to suspend his teaching and publications temporarily on 
the grounds that they contained certain assertions which could be 
misunderstood. In a spirit of obedience and humility, Fr. Lagrange 
obeyed. Then he received a go signal and was subsequently able to resume 
his work with increased esteem from many scholars and confreres. The 
cause of his beatification is being processed before the Congregation for 


the Causes of the Saints (Priesthood and Obedience, 1995). 


Bishop Mylo C. Vergara. He wanted to finish his doctoral 
studies. In 1994, six months before his planned study leave, 
Monsignor Ramon Arguelles, the rector of the Philippine College 
in Rome was ordained a bishop, and Monsignor Jesse Mercado, the 
rector of San Carlos Seminary, was appointed to be the new rector 
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of the Philippine College in Rome. Call it coincidence or destiny, 
Cardinal Sin called Fr. Mylo and appointed him rector of San Carlos 
Seminary in place of Monsignor Mercado. 


Fr. Mylo shared what he called a crisis moment, his dark night: “I 
never dreamed of being a rector. I did not want that job. All I desired 
was to finish my doctorate. Cardinal Sin told me: “Last year, I said 
you will study. Today, we will change all that... You will be the next 
rector of the seminary. Will you accept the assignment now or still think 
it over?” (On Obedience, 2010). 


There’s no need for the good cardinal to crack the whip and use 
his authority to make Fr. Mylo obey, for Fr. Mylo resigned his claims 
to his rights and, without dragging his feet, he immediately complied 
with the archbishop’s desire and was super-blessed. 


No other leitmotif 


Our dear Lord revealed to St. Faustina: “My daughter, know that 
you give Me greater glory by a single act of obedience than by long prayers 
and mortifications” (Diary, 894). The presbyter always has the golden 
desire to obey, but the reality of sacrifice is threatening. 


It’s given. The grandeur of any sacrifice is measured by the value 
of what is offered and there’s nothing more precious than one’s own 
free will, is there? As a sacrifice of one’s free will and a mortification 
of one’s claim for one’s rights, obedience has an infinite value. His 
sacrifice takes place when the priest obeys, when he dies without a 
drop of blood but by the surrender of his own personal preference. 
St. Gregory the Great made this lovely synopsis: 


Obedience is rightly placed before all other sacrifices, for in 
offering a victim as sacrifice, one offers a life that is not his 
own. But when one obeys he is immolating his own free will 
(Regula pastoralis). 


100 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


Actually they call it kenosis (kévmoic), the Greek word for 
“emptying oneself” which is nothing else but a decision to become 
a nobody, a diddley squat, a bubkes, all in obedience to the Father. 
The Son of God emptied himself, and we find its perfect expression 
in St. Paul: “He humbled himself, becoming obedient unto death, even 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). 


‘True obedience is kilometers away from being cool. Pride always 
nags. Obedience is exquisite but kenosis is far from easy. The priest 
knows. You and I know. 


Having prior knowledge of His death and destiny, our dear 
Savior did struggle such that, in the Garden of Gethsemane, he 
begged his Father to take the cup of suffering away. He knew that 
to drink its wine was to enter the lion’s den. And, by the way, 
his most trusted Apostles managed to take a nap in the eye of 
the spiritual storm. When his sacred Humanity was bargaining 
the price of redemption, when his fearful Humanity was begging, 
imagine, he was alone. At last, as blood dropped like the first beads 
in the rosary of our salvation, Jesus conformed his choice with the 


Father’s Will: 
Not mine but Thy Will be done! (Luke 22:41). 


He complied, “becoming obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross.” The Son of the living God decided at that moment to become 
a non-entity, a nix, a nil, a zero, a zilch, a zot! 


In the same fashion, the sacerdotal vow of obedience demands a 
kenosis, a dying to oneself, a resignation of his claims to his personal 
rights, a childlike attitude of trust towards the Father. The sacerdos 
should not look upon the United States prototype of democracy. 
Look no farther, for there’s no other leitmotif, no other standard but 
Christ’s obedience to his Father. Francis gave this piece of advice to 
the newly ordained priests: 





Chapter 4 * OBEDIENCE, SERVANTHOOD, AND KENOSIS 101 


Keep always before your eyes the example of the Good 
Shepherd who came not to be served but to serve... (Homily, 
Priestly Ordinations. 21 April 2013). 


In the huge Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls in Rome, there 
is a most exquisite mosaic in which the minuscule figure of Pope 
Honorius III appears lying at the feet of the imposing image of Jesus 
Christ. Now, in his Opening Discourse for the Second Session of the 
Second Vatican Council, our venerable Paul VI directed his gaze 
upon the figure of Pope Honorius II] at the Basilica’s great mosaic 
as if to articulate with firmness: this is how the Assembly of Bishops 


should be... 


At the feet of our dear Lord Jesus Christ, to be His servants 
and servants of the Gospel, and no more (cf. Discourse Salvete 
Fratres, 29 September 1963). 








“Obedience unites us so closely to God... If obedience is lacking, 
even prayer cannot be pleasing to God” (Thomas Aquinas). 
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CHAPTER 5 


“A SCANDAL OF NORMALITY” 


Ordinary, normal, poor, and free 





Edifying picture of humility: 
He carried his own personal bag as he 
departed Rome for his 2013 trip to Brazil 
(courtesy of Giampiero Sposito) 
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hen our beloved 
Lord began his 
public ministry 
he chose twelve commoners as 
coadjutors, resembling today’s 
run-of-the-mill citizens with 
no impressive doctorates, flashy 
titles, tons of influence, dazzling 
glitz and glamour, chairmanship 
in any corporate board, and 
with no fat bank accounts. 
Remember, Matthew, the tax 
collector? He was the opposite 
of good! Half of the Twelve were 
fishermen! Simon the Zealot 
was a revolutionary. The only 
one who got formal education 
and the nearest to decency was 


Judas the Iscariot. 


The world’s standard is poles 
apart from Gods benchmark. 
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In choosing twelve commoners, Jesus was telling the ever-glamorous 
world: Give me ordinary men and I will change the face of the earth. 
I have chosen the weak to shame the strong and I have chosen the 
simple to shame the great (1 Corinthians 1:27-28). Truly, man’s 
ways are not God’s ways. 


When he assumed the Chair of Peter in 2013, Francis, a former 
bar bouncer and janitor who swept floors, admitted he wanted some 
kind of “austerity and essentiality” among the Church’s leaders. He 
told the world that he wanted a “poor Church for the poor” in which 
ONLY THE ESSENTIAL MATTERS and the rest are superfluous! 


And what is superfluous? Our forthright pontiff told some 





young clergy that having the latest smart phone or fashion 
accessories is superfluous and not exactly the way to happiness. 
Why would the Holy Father say that? How did he know that some 
of his clergy possess the latest models of e-gadgets and gizmos? 
Then, as a good father, His Holiness deciphered for them what 
REAL JOY IS NOT: 


Some will say: Joy is born from possessions, so they go in quest of 
the latest model of the smartphone, the fastest scooter, the showy 
car.... But I tell you, it truly grieves me to see a priest or a sister 
with the latest model of a car. But this cant be! It cant be... 


Our Argentine pope suggested a quick move on the part of those 
concerned: “Choose a more humble car!” (Meeting with seminarians 
and novices, 6 July 2013). 


Ordinariness is simplicity and simplicity hates everything fanciful. 
The faithful who meets a simple priest smells it—like the fragrance 
of holiness. The official representative of the Church should not 
be overly concerned “to be seen always, living a social life full of 
appearances, meetings, dinners, and receptions (Evangelii Gaudium, 
95). The presbyter is called by Jesus to be detached from all worldly 


add-ons, a man who can keep a low profile in the midst of opulence. 
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Yes, tidy and clean he must always be, but sine glossa, “without frills!” 


Asked by an Italian journalist why he, and not one companion, 
carried his own hand-luggage when travelling, Francis retorted: 


It’s normal. We must be normal. And we must get used to 
being normal (Press Conference, July 28, 2013). Elisabetta 
Piqué calls it “a scandal of normality.” 


Being normal is nothing else but a courageous willingness 
to take on even the most menial of jobs, the simplest of tasks 
or the lowliest of works, following the footsteps of Jesus who 
dirtied his hands as the son of a carpenter, “doing ordinary things 
extraordinarily well.” 


Some matrons who were generous benefactors of the Church 
unexpectedly came to visit the newly appointed pastor of Sta. Lucia 
Parish in Novaliches, who at that time was sweeping the church 
floor, dressed in white shirt, black pants, and rubber slippers. The 
parish priest thought he would do well if he would sweep the dirt off 
the floor while waiting for a young couple scheduled for marriage 
counseling that day. The poor parish at that time couldnt even 
afford a full-time janitor. Thinking that the man was the janitor, 
they inquired in unison: “Where is the new parish priest?” 


St. John XXIII and Bishop Pabillo 


In the mind of Francis, ordinariness is a decision to eat simple food, 
shunning “the culture of waste,” ever mindful of the millions who 
go to bed with empty stomachs. Being normal means a preference 
to don “unbranded” shirt and shoes, remembering the naked and 
the street children. How can we fail to notice how Francis lives on a 
shoestring, wears his old white cassock and a pair of worn-out black 
shoes even after being elected the Successor of Peter? 


The same thing can be said of St. John XXIII, the great country 
priest, “the Good Pope,” always humble, always poor. When he was 
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apostolic nuncio to France (from 1944 to 1953), he kept his Journal 
of a Soul. In that diary he scribbled that the most reliable road to 
holiness is the way of simplicity, that is, to maintain... 


A vigilant effort to reduce everything, principles, addresses, 

positions, business, to the greatest possible simplicity and 
calmness; with attention always to prune from my vine all 
that is only useless foliage. 


Our sacerdos has to learn from great men who lived on “essentiality,” 
pruned from all useless foliage, intentionally detached from all forms 
of trappings and frills. Ordinariness, which presumably includes 
voluntary poverty, means a willing decision “to follow Jesus all the 
way and not by half measures.” 


Manila Auxiliary Bishop Broderick S. Pabillo put it more 
convincingly: the sacerdos who made a choice to embrace voluntary 
poverty has more trust in God our Father, more docile to His voice, 
nabubuhay sa awa ng Diyos, is more people-oriented rather than 
money-oriented, also allowing the lifestyle of the poor to influence 
him (Poor Priests for the Poor, 2010). 


It appears that evangelical poverty and freedom are not strange 
bedfellows. When he learns to live on “essentiality and austerity,” cut- 
free from the tiniest string attachments, our sacerdos is actually more 
liberated than liberty itself. He is ready to go when summoned, to be 
assigned anywhere, even in the most impoverished suburban parish 
where the total Sunday collection is one thousand seven hundred 
fifty pesos and twenty five centavos, including a half-dozen eggs and 
green mangoes in a woven basket. At the end of the day, freer than a 


bird, the detached priest has nothing but God. 


Tendency to pomp, power, and privilege 


The cleric is a public leader because priesthood is a public 
leadership. The bad side is that, nearly always, the priest is torn 
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between two opposites, that of a strong tendency to power and 
PP 8 cy P 

privilege and that of the “Ive come to serve and not to be served” 

proviso in his job description. 


When the priest is predisposed to the disappearance of 
servanthood, the Church is forewarned, clericalism can easily turn 
the sacred office into “authoritarian elitism” (Evangelii Gaudium, 
94). The simple, ordinary, and normal priest turns into an elitist and 
begins to think he is a very important person (VIP). Pope Francis 
put it bluntly: 


The leaders of the Church have often been narcissistic, 
flattered and wrongly incited by their courtiers. The court is 
the plague of the papacy (Scalfari, Interview, 2013). 


In the Philippines, clericalism is mixed with what is known as 
the religious patronage system. Due to this sort of patronage, a kind 
of indebtedness is developed, knowingly or unknowingly, between 
the priest and his ninangs or godmothers and generous benefactors, 
usually local politicians, business tycoons, or celebrities who have 
helped him build the church and provided him with all kinds of 
valuable means, like service utility vehicles (SUVs), to facilitate his 
apostolate in the far-flung, rough, hard-to-reach boondocks and 
wasteland. 


The clergy is reminded to be discreet in receiving donations 
from powerful institutions and individuals. After our Jesuit pontiff 
received a donation of an old Renault 4L, almost immediately the 
CBCP welcomed the papal call to be simple by ditching flashy cars 
and promised our Holy Father that the future would see Pajero 
episkopoi no more (Ira Pedrasa, ABS-CBNnews.com, July 08, 2013). 


They say there’s nothing wrong with being grateful. Is there? 





Utang na loob, you can't brush it off just like that, in as much as 
it’s a deep-seated Filipino value. But grateful to the extent that 
our presbyteroi would do anything and everything to repay the 
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kindness of their patrons, is it still kagandahang loob? Patrons 
are grateful for “Father’s spiritual help” and Father is grateful for 
their material help. Good! Now what happens when the circle of 
patronage becomes vicious? 


How can one refuse the membership in the exclusive Tagaytay 
Highlands fully paid by the sponsor and offered in a silver platter? 
Quite specialists in this area of patronage, moneyed Catholic 
politicians and influential people can invite our simple cleric to a 
“sabbatical” in the United States or a “pilgrimage” to Fatima, plus 
side trips in the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, France, Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Greece—all expenses paid. 
Who would not be overwhelmed? 


There's nothing wrong in giving and receiving gifts. Our sacerdos 
is not wicked, just too weak to resist the temptations of power, 
privilege, and pomp and at the same time too anemic to resist 
the entrapment of patronage. With due respect, our cleric, when 
beholden, might extend a special treatment to his matron. 


It does happen that a rich matron would request the indebted 
cleric for his precious time, and a dilemma is created between the 
time for the sponsor, which is also the same precious time dedicated 
for the poor, Eucharistic celebration, confession and counseling, 
home visitation, bible study in the community, family visitation, 
and viaticum for the sick and the aged. 


“More infinitely material than sentimental” 








Priests do not seek ecclesiastical office or appointment in a large 
parish to increase their own family wealth (Presbyterorum 


Ordinis, 47). 
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His family was a victim of injustice. He thought so. He thought 
that the religious friars grabbed their lands in Calamba and arrogated 
them. A legal dispute with the powerful Spanish frayles that involved 
real estate led to the family of our national hero finding themselves 
not comfortably settled in Laguna but exiled in Hong Kong in 1891. 
For this, Jose Rizal was mad. No, he was furious as hell. 


He confided to his friend Ferdinand Blumentritt that at times 
he wanted to punch those frayles, since he thought they maliciously 
manipulated the legal proceedings against his family, always making 
use of religion, not only as a shield but also as a weapon (Epistolario 
Rizalino). This was his impression and canon law was his last 
concern. As the historian John Foreman, in his book The Philippine 
Islands, succinctly put it: 


It was not really the monks immorality which disturbed the 
mind of the natives... The ground of discord was always more 
infinitely material than sentimental. 


That certain Padre Damaso and Padre Salvi have sired Maria 
Claras was pardonable but that the lands were subdivided among 
the religious orders, like Christ’s garment subdivided among the 
Roman soldiers, was unforgivable. That’s how the ilustrados and 
propagandists perceived the whole situation, and they railed against 
it. They protested in their hearts and fought with their pen. 


When thrashing out the general accusations regarding the immense 
wealth of the Spanish clergy in the Philippines, a more balanced view 
is imperative. For instance, we might ask whether the Franciscans 
choose to live humble lives and owned no haciendas unlike the other 
religious orders. If yes, then not all religious orders were wealthy. 


Another thing, did the Dominicans maintained haciendas chiefly 
for the support of the oldest university and their missions? Was 
their wealth directed towards charity? On the personal level, did the 
religious practice their vow of poverty? 
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“Do I use God to get money?” 

Quite relentlessly, the critics would extend their argument against 
some clergy nowadays saying: It’s not edifying at all to see priests 
drive brand new cars, reside in condo units, buy real estates, and 
refuse to wear non-designer’s clothes. Definitely, they are referring to 
a very small number of rotten ones in a truckload of fresh tomatoes. 


The German prelate Franz-Peterhas been disparaged in France 
as “Bishop Bling-Bling” for spending 31 million euros of Church 
funds on his residence at a time when the Holy Father was stressing 
“preferential option for the poor” (a tagline borrowed from the Puebla 
and Medellin documents). 


The whole world reacted in disbelief, knowing that millions of 
families in impoverished countries are homeless. Diocesan clergy do 
not take the vow of poverty, yes, but neither do they take the vow of 
getting rich—the critics would say. How about the “social mortgage” 
and the social dimension of property so forcefully explained by John 
Paul II in Sollicitudo Rei Socialis? 


Worldliness is the opposite of God. And our beloved Francis 
acted immediately, knocked some sense into him, and suspended the 
“luxury bishop” from his diocese without much ado—doing only 
what was necessary. Accordingly, the Roman Pontiff cited the great 
theologian Henri de Lubac: To be worldly is “the worst that can happen” 
to a priest (On Heaven and Earth, 2013). Worldliness, ah, is the polar 
opposite of simplicity of the heart, and ergo the opposite of God. 


Bishop Pabillo once proposed a radical examination of conscience 
by asking the blatant question: “Do I use God to get money, or do I use 
money to get towards God?” The venerable bishop of Milan once said 
something about sacerdotal ministry, that it is “an office that should 
acquire not money but souls” (Selected Works and Letters). 


Nothing has changed and the same solemn admonition against 
the lure of money stays in the new millennium and beyond. The 
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Vicar of Christ pulled no punches and publicly advised his own 
Curia officials, his episkopoi, and his presbyteroi, to say “NO” to 
the new idolatry of money and to the “financial system that rules 
rather than serve” (Evangelii Gaudium, 56). The pontiff just knew 
that any kind of reform must start in the hearts of his ordained 
collaborators. 


And how can our priests ever forget the noble idea of “apostolic 
credibility?” The unvarnished truth is that the Catholic Church 


“enjoys more influence with less affluence.” 


Rupture between being and doing 








Pope Francis: “Inconsistency on the part of pastors and the 
faithful between what they say and what they do, between 
word and manner of life, is undermining the Churchs 
credibility” (Homily at the Basilica of St. Paul’s Outside the 
Walls, April 2013). 




















One day, the Holy Father was the opposite of happy. And he told 
us what bothered him: 


When a priest takes the road of vanity he enters into the 
spirit of careerism and does great damage to the Church... 
He boasts and he likes to be seen as high and mighty (When 
shepherds become wolves, 22 May 2013). 


Again, the Vicar of Christ told his brother bishops, this time with 


emphatic accent: 


Your style of service must be that of humility... even of 
austerity and essentiality. (We cannot) be ambitious men... 
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and be careful not to slip into the spirit of careerism! That 
really is a form of cancer! (19 September 2013). 


The Holy Father referred to vanity, careerism, and ambition as 
forms of cancer since, in his mind, they put the lifeline of God’s 
grace in the clergy into jeopardy. Cancer is a grave sickness, it’s fatal, 
and St. Alphonsus saw this as a rupture, a crack, and a crisis in the 
priestly identity. He wrote: 


What saddens God is when the priest exercises his ministry... 
with so many inordinate attachments... Then a rupture 
between his being and what the priest is doing happens. 


God wishes His priest to serve Him with the fervor with which 
the seraphim and cherubim serve him in heaven—detached from 
everything, ready to go when summoned, all ears, and full time. Is it 
next to impossible that the priest should do the same and be sanctified 
at all times? Difficult, always a challenge, but not impossible! And 
St. Pius X put it this way: 


As the priest is called ALTER CHRISTUS because he shares 
in the Divine powers... he must be so also in imitating 
the life of Jesus Christ... The priestly ministry which is 
not corroborated by a holy life is a complete failure (The 
Priesthood, Recipe for Holiness). 


Empty rhetoric 


What is lived is perceived to be different from what is preached, 
better recognized as “empty rhetoric.” God’s people hear the Gospel 
message proclaimed, at times eloquently and brilliantly, but may at 
times not see the Christian living in the preacher! 


And what has become of our spiritual champion? He mouths ideas, 
only ideas, beautiful ideas, palabras, only good-sounding palabras, and 


Chapter 5 ¢ ‘A SCANDAL OF NORMALITY” 113 


nothing more! Francis jogged the priests memory to say that realities 
are greater than ideas. The Holy Father spoke of those who engage 
themselves in various means of masking reality and manipulating truth 
with barrage of excuses, alibis, ideas, just “empty rhetoric, objectives more 
ideal than real,... ethical systems bereft of kindness, intellectual discourse 
bereft of wisdom” (Evangelii Gaudium, 231). 

Gospel truth can set us free. People can readily accept that 
theory, provided that the proclamation of the W.O.G., the Good 
News, is backed up by living the truth. The Gospel truth which is 
not practiced is not credible akin to great ideas disconnected from 
realities, which, according to Archbishop Socrates Villegas, could 
lead to “the diminishing relevance and eroding credibility of moral 
shepherds” (28 August 2013). 

So what happens when the presbyter is more rhetorical than a 
witness? What happens when he’s doing well in the vineyard of 
the Lord but cut off from the Lord of the vineyard? And Cardinal 
Ratzinger provided the answer: “He loses the joy of his vocation, which 
in the end he feels to be an unbearable burden.” 


Meanwhile, in the Catholic firmament, once the “rupture 
between being and doing’ is discovered, the dark clouds of doubts 
and confusion slowly form into thunderstorms of dissatisfaction 
and disbelief. Benedict XVI, then head of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, though hoping for a conversion of the heart, 
was sounding the alarm. Swallowed by worldliness and inordinate 
attachments, for the cleric who behaves in a completely unacceptable 
way, for him who breaks every rule in the book... 


There is nothing left for the priest but flight (Life and 
Ministry of Priests, 1995). 


Realizing that worldliness is as factual as “Bishop Bling-Bling” 
and “Reverend Worldly,” our dear Francis implored the faithful, 
respectful as a child with folded hands and on bended knees: 
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We too are men and sinners... You see what our difficulties 
and our temptations are; so you should pray for us that we 
be humble, gentle, and at the service of the people always 
(When shepherds become wolves, 22 May 2013). 


‘A wolf in shepherd’s clothing” 








Jesus: T am the good shepherd... I know my sheep and they 
know me, and I am willing to die for them. There are other 
sheep which belong to me that are not in this sheepfold. I must 
bring them too” (John 10:14-15). 

















The sacerdotal function is a shepherds function, hence 
“PASTOR-al ministry,” a munus, a task resembling that of Jesus 
the Good Shepherd. It is based on pastoral charity so evident in 
the mission of Christ, the opposite of which is the ministry of the 
false prophets who are Seeking not the Lord's glory but human glory 
and personal well-being” (Evangelii Gaudium, 92). 


Pope Francis told the world that he preferred a Church and, for that 
matter, a priest who is “bruised, hurting, and dirty,” a shepherd who 
smells like sheep, rushes out of his sacristy, and gets his shoes muddy 
rather than a priest who has become “unhealthy from being confined 
and from clinging to (his) own security” (Evangelii Gaudium, 49). 

One beautiful moment of being such a good shepherd happened 
when a Polish prisoner in the concentration camp at Auschwitz, 
mistakenly suspected for a wrongdoing, was about to be executed. 
Fr. Maximillian Maria Kolbe stepped out of the line and volunteered 
to take his place. “I have no wife and children to wait for me; he has,” 
the martyr explained to the officer in charge. 
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Our sacerdos, who derives his identity from the Good Shepherd, 
cannot but internally keep that pastoral charity burning and 
externally manifest it in a manner immediately recognizable to all. 
The Jesuit Peter Claver served the slaves at Cartagena de Indias with 
such charity, no doubt, and the image we usually imagine is a good 
shepherd carrying on his shoulder a lost sheep. Mind you, something 
terrible takes place if that image changes radically. 


Now, tell me I plead, what is worse than a wolf in sheep’s clothing? 
Nobody wants to hear it but the answer is “a wolf in shepherds 
clothing.” Oh, all ye saints and angels in the heavens, yes, the Holy 
Father said so in one morning meditation in Rome and it hit the 
nerve of all. But why? Frankly, after reading, I went red in the face 
and felt like a cat on a hot tin roof. 


One who is attached to money. Pope Francis just knew that 





the worldly cleric would eventually stop making effort to aspire for 
holiness, and does something else. That’s the first step backwards. 
Then, our pontiff said, the worldly priest goes to the next lower 
level, if not the lowest ebb, the pits, the rock bottom. He does the 
opposite! The shepherd, called and truly loved by Jesus, turns himself 
into a wolf when, as Francis described it: 


(The cleric) takes the flesh of the sheep to eat it, exploit it 
or trade in it, and who is attached to money... Or else he 


makes use of the wool for his own vanity, in order to boast 
(When shepherds become wolves, 15 May 2013). 


Truth hurts, really hurts. But our Holy Father minced no words 
to stigmatize the conduct of the guilty. He said he is saddened that 
the Church has been rocked by the bad examples of such clerics, 
who undeniably suffered from “identity crisis,” becoming wolves in 


shepherd’s clothing. 
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Those wolves in shepherd’s clothing without doubt affected 
the person and pontificate of Benedict XVI, who abdicated the 
Chair of Peter in early 2013. And our Holy Father did not hide 
his frustration when he recounted that what they did constitutes 
a betrayal of trust placed by innocent young people to them and 
a crime that brought shame and dishonor upon all priests. Our 
German pontiff said that what they did is an evil deed that they 
“must answer before the Almighty God” (Letter to the Catholics of 
Ireland, 2010). 


More cruel than the Jews. Of such clergy our dear Lord 
complained one day to St. Bridget, saying: “They crucify my body 
more cruelly than the Jews did.” And how scary for me to come across 
the terrifying words of Patriarch John Chrysostom: 


In the presence of the Almighty God at whose beck the pillars 
of heaven tremble... a worm of the earth dares to trample on 


the blood of the Son of God! 


What greater tragedy can befall a priest than to change 
redemption into perdition; sacrifice into sacrilege, and life 
into death? (Treatise on the Priesthood). 


One Irish cleric, Brendan Smyth, became indiscreet, corrupted his 
soul, forgot his dignity, and went too far. The story went viral online 
that the people were fuming mad even after his death, vent their 
spleen, marched to the cemetery, and removed the word “Reverend” 
from the epitaph in his grave. “Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord! 
we pray. 

The Church has experienced its longest, coldest, bluest, and 
gloomiest winter. I kind of guess it was a moment in time when 
God went to his bedroom and wept the whole day. 
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Bergoglio: from Archbishop to Bishop 








Cardinal Bergoglio pictured travelling by public subway in Buenos Aires. 
Posted by Fr. James Mallon (courtesy of treehugger.com). 


Even before he became the Bishop of Rome, St. Gregory the Great 
of the 6™ century was the first to call himself Servus Servorum Dei. 
The self-imposed alias is hard to put into practice. And yet the world 
now takes notice how this notion of “the servant of the servants of 
God” is being observed by Pope Francis—with so much consistency 
and charm. 


Before his official investiture in March, the first pope of the New 
World urged his fellow Argentines: “Dont come to Rome to see me. 
Save your money and spend it on the most needy” (Letter to Archbishop 
Emil Tscherrig, Apostolic Nuncio to Argentina, 2013). In October 
2013, he auctioned his Harley motorbike and donated the money 
to start a soup kitchen in Rome for the homeless. To his birthday 
breakfast in December, again, he invited the homeless, which makes 
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one think that when Pope Francis’ heart is sliced into two, there’s 
nothing in there except the welfare of les miserables and los pobres! 


Our first Jesuit pontiff got rid of the annual bonus paid to the 
Board of Cardinal-Supervisors of theVatican Bank and abolished the 
additional benefits paid to Vatican employees upon the election of 
a new pope, amounting to several million Euros, opting instead to 
donate the money to charity (Galeazi. Las Stampa, 19 April 2013). 
And he donated $150,000 to Typhoon Yolanda’s victims out of these 
savings. 

Upon his election Francis of Rome refused to wear the papalermine- 
trimmed mozzetta cape, kept the same old pectoral cross, and chose 
silver instead of gold for his “ring of the fisherman.” And rather than 
sat on the elevated papal throne, the Supreme Pontiff stepped down 
to greet the cardinals, stumbled a bit, stood straight and chatted 
with them, joked with them, as primus inter pares, enjoying their 
company like best friends. 


And what do you say about the Supreme Pontiff who wears a pair 
of worn-out black shoes during the most solemn occasions, rides the 
smallest car when visiting Korea, carries his own personal luggage 
during his trips abroad, and personally renewed his ordinary Argentine 
passport because he didn’t want special treatment when travelling? 
It’s no big deal, Francis himself called it “normal” (Press Conference, 
July 28, 2013). He is such a simple man and chooses only the simple 
things in life, spare if not Spartan. By his example, our Holy Father 
gives the rich, the famous, and the opulent a dressing down. 


Pope Frank. That’s correct, some converts call him that, Pope 
Frank, without disrespect of course, for they saw in him a man who's 
so forthright and direct, so candid and outspoken, and yet so free, 
normal, truthful, above-board, and fearless—“like Jesus.” 


He once told Francesco Cardinal Marchisano that he loved the 
name John XXIV, “like the Good Pope.” Some cardinal-electors 
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lightheartedly suggested to him that he chose either Adrian (Adrian 
VI was a reformer pope) or Clement as “payback” to Clement XIV, 
who suppressed the Jesuit order in the 19 century (Address to Media 
Representatives, 16 March 2013). He took instead his pontifical 
name after the ever-romantic Francesco, “Poverello di Assisi, “the 
little poor,” the saint who renounced his wealth in public. 


Béte-noir for pomp, power, and privilege marked Borgoglio as 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Buenos Aires, who lived in a unadorned 
flat in a building owned by the Archdiocese, cooked his own food, 
woke up at 5:30 in the morning to do laundry, took public subway 
going to his apostolate, knew the daily traffic, and flew to Rome in 
economy class. Asked point-blank “Who is Jorge Mario Bergoglio?” 
the first Jesuit pontiff replied: 


I do not know what might be the most fitting description....I 
am a sinner. This is the most accurate definition. It is not 
a figure of speech, a literary genre. I am a sinner whom the 
Lord has looked upon (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 


Orate pro me. On the day of his election, he begged those in St. 
Peter’s Square to pray for his predecessor, Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI, and for himself. “Please pray for me,” he would always ask 
pilgrims to bless him. 


The College of Cardinals saw Borgoglio as a man nearest to Jesus, 
a poor and normal person not unlike the Son of the carpenter, free 
as a bird, candid as truth itself, and for these reasons elected him to 
the Chair of Peter, perhaps without really realizing he was the pontiff 
of radical Christianity. It’s interesting how living like Jesus can get 
the whole world excited about our universal leader and not only 
Catholics but millions of non-believers are speaking of Francis as if 
they belonged to his flock and as if he was their own. 


Walter Cardinal Kasper was jubilant when he said that Pope 
Francis would bring new life to the Second Vatican Council. But you 
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know what? I am more inclined to think that the German prelate did 
not anticipate that the much expected revolutionary Third Vatican 
Council (which never happened) is personified in one man, Francis 
of Rome. 


So far so good and pope watchers are asking, “Is it merely a flawless 
strategy of a savvy Public Relations Consultant in the Vatican?” No 
way, I should quickly reply. What I believe is that the Holy Spirit is 
busy at work in the Catholic Church here and now and per sempre. 
Amen! 
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CHAPTER 6 
GOD’S DIALECTICS 


“Decidedly missionary” 


acarascas in Palawan is a wilderness compared to the 
M urbane landscape of Metro Manila, without the usual 
supply of electricity, running water, and cell-signal. It 
was here where Fr. Broderick S. Pabillo learned to identify himself 
with the poor, eating their food, mostly fish and vegetables. There 


he lived in a nipa hut, which shook with every wind and got soak 
with every rain. 


There God taught him to share the poors insecurities like 
getting sick or badly hurt, aware that no help would come from 
any physician. The missionary spirit in Pabillo, now auxiliary bishop 
of Manila, taught him to ride a motorbike and traverse dangerous 
curves to visit far-flung chapels and celebrate the Eucharist with 
isolated communities. And true enough, hitting a dog with his 
speeding motorbike one day, he crushed down the unpaved road 
and got a badly wounded knee and a broken finger (Poor Priests for 
the Poor, 2010). 

Through the 85,000 pages of his apostolic exhortation Joy of the 
Gospel, Francis characterized the Church as “a missionary disciple,” 
putting great emphasis on the “new avenues and... new paths of 
creativity,” and new methods in evangelization, learning, growing, 
and reaching out to all (Evangelii Gaudium, 40). 


123 
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1. Evangelization and_humanization. The Churchs missionary 





vocation was closest to Paul VI’s heart, and it is summarized in those 
two words and he insisted that neither one is less paramount. To 
evangelize is to help build the City of God, whereas to humanize 
is to help build the city of man. By humanization is meant the 
temporal socio-economic project that intends to provide quality 
life for all members of humankind, most especially the neediest. 
His Holiness was quite forceful to articulate that humanization is 
imperative in the total mission of the Church: 


And the missionary cannot excuse himself from taking an 
interest in this advancement (World Mission Sunday, 1970). 


Taking the cue from Paul VI, the Synod of Bishops made an 
equally significant declaration, saying that human advancement 
is intrinsecus ad rationem evangelizationis, that is, “total human 
development is intimately linked with evangelization” (Justice in the 
World, 1971). After forty two years since then, Francis made a 
consistent cliché about the new evangelization: 


From the heart of the Gospel we see the profound connection between 
evangelization and human advancement. 


2. “Dignified sustenance” for all. For it to happen, the clergy must 
be there to mobilize the laity with Gospel-based principles for 





reflection and guidelines for action. And the laity, constituting 
“the vast (global) majority of the people of God” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 102), the one billion-plus strong membership, flexes 
its muscles, evangelizes the temporal affairs, delivers all types of 
human services, and gets involved in the “dignified sustenance” 


for all people. 


And all these years, Mother Church rolls up her sleeves and 
dirties her hands to achieve the poor’s “general temporal welfare 
and prosperity, education, access to health care, and above all 
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employment and fair wages (Evangelii Gaudium, 178 and 192). 
She’s a caring mother after all. 


3. The call to mission is global. The presbyter is commanded 





to go and reach out to many in accordance with the Second 
Vatican Council’s proviso about the missionary dimension of 
the priesthood (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 2-4). That’s the sort 
of training the newly ordained Filipino SVD priests, other 
religious, and Jesuit scholastics receive when they are sent to 
foreign missions. 


The mission Christ gave to his Apostles is global, and for that 
matter, the sacerdotal grace of ordination prepares the clergy not for a 
limited and restricted mission but for a salvific mission that is universal 
in scope, “unto the ends of the earth” (Ad Gentes, 39). St. John Paul II 
urged every priest, including the diocesan presbyters, to have the mind 
and heart of a missionary, “with concern for those farthest away, and 
especially for the non-Christian groups (Redemptoris Missio, 67). 


4. Foresight is imperative. How wise our Filipino bishops were 
for putting together the Missionary Society of the Philippines or 
MSP. And how judicious the late Cardinal Sin was when he set up 
the San Lorenzo Ruiz Seminary. What Spirit-filled anticipation! 
And, even if unequipped with adequate resources, armed only 
with pastoral charity, what courage our Filipino priests display in 
accepting the challenge to reach new frontiers without borders, 
more often in difficult situations! 


Courageous and persevering like Roncalli 


Of the cardinal virtues, fortitude is the one that drives the sacerdos 
to make a firm decision to evangelize beyond his own familiar zone. 
Not all of our 400,000 episkopoi and presbyteroi are equipped with 
this gift. In difficult places like Zimbabwe, Afghanistan, Sudan, 


Bangladesh, Solomon Islands, or Sierra Leone, being a missionary 
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in heart and mind means going to the frontier, confronting the 
risk of being infected with Ebola, “armed with faith and tons of 
fortitude.” Fortitude is the sum total of several virtues: Christian 
audacity, confidence in our loving Father, perseverance as opposed 
to vacillation, and magnanimity as opposed to pettiness. 


1. The pursuit of the difficult good. St. John XXIII all his life did 
not abandon it, even when faced with various criticisms or grave 
danger to his bodily health and life. Disagreements, difficulties, 
trials, and tribulations to his personal and social security affected 
him alright, but they did not put him down. Pope Francis called 
Archbishop Roncalli “a good country priest” who was so brave to 
help countless Jews in their time of need in Turkey decades ago 
(cf. Press Conference, July 28, 2013). 


On the same tone, the courageous presbyter of the Catholic 
Church sleeps away a big problem and confronts it after a good 
night’s rest. If he is injured by others, he goes back to the chapel to 
pray, and learns quickly to forgive. Of course, he is paralyzed by the 
criticisms he receives from others, especially those that are veiled 
with envy and malice, but he does not keep grudge against anyone, 
much like the ever-smiling and forgiving Angelo Roncalli. 


2. Perseverance or patient endurance. It differentiates ordinary men 
from those courageous priests, whom Archbishop José H. Gomez 
called “men of brave heart.” Even if others lack the firm resolve to 
continue doing what is right under conditions of hardship, or step 
out of the race as soon as it hurts, the courageous priest does not 
blink, much less waver, in the face of whopping stumbling blocks. 
He’s the man who doesnt give up so easily. 


The late Irish Columban Aedan McGrath, a gifted globetrotting 
priest of the Legion of Mary, wasa Spirit-filled evangelist, persevering, 
patient to teach and learn, reaching out to others in his old age even 
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when his contemporaries were already bedridden or being pushed 
on wheel chairs. 


3. How magnanimous! So are Tom Gonzalez and many other 
members of the Missionary Society of the Philippines (MSP), 
and our Catholic presbyteroi who are sent by their local bishops 
to the remotest and modest barrios in Samar and Leyte, 
Agusan, Pagadian, Mountain Province, and other challenging 
assignments. After ordination at the age of 71, Fr. Teopilo C. 
Maximiano, my paternal uncle, was assigned as parish priest of 
Sabtang Island up north in Batanes. 


“You know Batanes, Jo, where I have to brave the storm factually and 
spiritually,” my uncle wrote me one day. Any challenging assignment 
is always an experience of what St. Paul referred to as: “Becoming all 
things to all men, so that I may save some” (1 Corinthians 9:22). Fr. 
Maximiano said he never felt closer to Jesus just as he felt closer to 


His people. 


Dialectical Presence of the Priest in the World 


(Vatican Council II, Presbyterorum Ordinis, 2) 





pro hominibus constituitur ex hominibus assumptus 
Knows how to be among men Priest is set apart, separated from men 


As member of the 


human family 


Totally dedicated to the Lord’s work 


Cannot remain stranger to the Witness and dispenser of a life other 
life and conditions of men than this earthly one (eschatological) 


a a Forbids him to be conformed 


world to understand 
to this world 


human problems 
Sign of eternal life to come, 


Influenced by worldly matters another hope, another dimension 
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Sitz Im Leben 


Francis revealed to a fellow Jesuit what frightens him: 


I am afraid of laboratories because in the laboratory you take 
the problems and then you bring them home to tame them, 
to paint them, out of their context. 


I now remember some bishops and priests I personally know: 
Archbishops Jose Palma of Cebu and Fernando R. Capalla of 
Davao; Papal Nuncios Bruno Torpigliani and Edward Joseph 
Adams, Bishops Antonio Tobias of Novaliches, Ricardo Baccay of 
Tuguegarao, and Gabriel Reyes of Antipolo; Salesian clergymen 
Francis Gustilo and Eligio N. Cruz; Josef Bisig, Generoso M. 
Geronimo of Bahay Pari, Alfredo G. Africa Jr., MSP; Abbot 
Tarcisio Ma. H. Narciso, OSB; Salvador Jose, Antonio Unson, a 
good friend of my father, and so many others who are exceptional 
workers in the frontiers. Wearing the odor of sheep, they know 
each one by name, gather them, and tend the flock. The Holy 
Father continued to speak up his mind: 


You cannot bring home the frontier, but you have to live on 
the border and be audacious. 


When biblical scholars introduced the German concept of Sitz 
im Leben, which literally means “seated in life,” they considered the 
socio-historical context where the Church evangelizes, very close to 
God’s people, in the outposts and not in the laboratory. Our beloved 
pontiff resumed his chat: 


Ours is not a “lab faith,” but a “journey faith,” a historical 
faith.God has revealed himself as history, not as a compendium 
of abstract truths (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 
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To come to the point, the Church cannot be of service at all if the 
four hundred thousand Catholic bishops and priests would stay in 
the “laboratory” and remain strangers to the lives, aches, gaudium 
et spes, and aspirations of the men and women of our time. For the 
Filipino missionary Fr. Ernesto Amigleo, CICM, Indonesia is his 
outpost, whereas the Polish priest, Mark Marios Rebaski, chose 
Turkey as his frontier. And how ironic too that, in the midst of the 
people he cared for as his own, Fr. Rebaski was killed by certain 
Muslim extremists in 2011. 


The Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church sends personal 
hand-written letters and makes cold calls to parishioners and friends 
rather than having his personal aide send formal messages on his 
behalf. In January 2014, he opened his car door and surprised a 
priest, Fr. Fabian Baez, who didn’t have a ticket for a papal audience 
by inviting him to jump in the tiny blue popemobile. 

Francis explained that his mission of being in the heart of the 
people is not just a badge he could take off, nor an “extra” in life: 


Instead, it is something I cannot uproot from my being 
without destroying my very self (Evangelii Gaudium, 273). 
Pastoral charity is just there, inside, attached to ones heart! 


One day, the Holy Father personally phoned the owner of a 
newspaper stand in Buenos Aires and the owner’s son, Daniel Del 
Regno, picked up the call. “Hi, Daniel, its Cardinal Bergoglio. Im 
calling you from Rome.” Daniel told the Argentine newspaper La 
Nacion, “I broke down in tears and didn't know what to say, The Pope 
thanked me for delivering the paper all the time and sent best wishes 
to my family.” Before hanging up, as usual, His Holiness humbly 
solicited his prayers (Robert Moynihan). 
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Dialectics: part of the job 


St. John Chrysostom did a reality check, similar to today’s 
strength-weakness (SWOT) analysis, and he put emphasis on the 
dialectics between sacerdotal dignity and human frailty. 


For neither man, nor angel, nor archangel, nor any other 
created power, but the Paraclete Himself, instituted this 
vocation, and persuaded men while still abiding in the flesh 
to represent the ministry of angels (Treatise on the Priesthood). 


By saying that the minister is “abiding in the flesh,” while singing 
praises for the heavenly gift of priesthood, the golden tongue (English 
translation of Chrysostom) was fully aware of the spiritual battle the 
priest experiences within. 











Redemptorist Fr. Alec Reid is an Irish priest noted for his dangerous facilitator’s role 
in the Northern Ireland peace process (courtesy of Rex Features). 
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After ordination, the human being is now a divine representative, 
God’s ambassador plenipotentiary. Alas, the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders cannot remove the brutish tendencies from the newly 
ordained young man. And the weak and wretched condition is 
empowered to do supernatural functions and the experience of this 
dialectics has always been overwhelming. 


My personal association with priests makes me realize how both 
venerable and vulnerable they are. For one, our sacerdos bears the 
same natural yen for affection and the basic human need for intimate 
companionship as Adam (and Eve), Abraham (and Sarah), Samson 
(and Delilah), Florante (at Laura), Romeo (and Juliet), Jose Rizal, 
and Sir Elton John. 


Every man, the priest included, is a delicate combination of the 
bestial and the sublime, midway between animal and angel, with 
a bit of both in him (R. McCormick, 1962).When our spiritual 
champion fails to strike the balance, and allows the animal “passion” 
to bend him for so long until he appears to break, the angel in him 
flies back to heaven in tears. This is the moment when the presbyter 
mishandles the dialectics, even unwillingly. Forgetfulness creeps in 
and our presbyter disregards his being God’s Face to the world. He 
forgets that he bears a special gift and mystery. 

Mediocrity a.k.a. “pastoral acedia.” It is also known as “spiritual 
sloth” (Evangelii Gaudium, 82) or the lack of zeal that weighs 
down upon some clergy. Getting used to live life under the spell of 





complacency, comfort, and contentment, priests are used to being 
priests. As a consequence, many pastoral priorities, such as spending 
time for confession and bringing Viaticum to the sick and the aged, 
are being taken for granted. 

Fire is lost. Though a semblance of embers remains, heat and 
energy are slowly diminishing. Our mediocre priest is in many ways 
similar to a veteran jeweler who’s so used to finding precious stones. 
The “awe” disappeared and he is now so accustomed to saying Mass, 
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preaching the Gospel, functioning in the Name of God, doing 
pastoral business as usual, seemingly without pastoral charity and, 
maybe, without meaning. 

When this happens, our beloved priest now is ready to profane 
the sacred. Poor Fr. Julian, he was suspended by the Diocese of 
Sacramento for allegedly showing up drunk at a baptismal rite in a 
local parish, indeed an example of a clay pot that cracked. Pitiable 
Fr. John, he was sentenced to sixty days in jail after he stole money 
from a parish to fuel his gambling habit, indeed an earthen vessel 


that broke. 


The priest now sings the Air Supply's line, “Tam so lost without You,” 
as restlessness stares at him eyeball to eyeball. He knows too well he 
has to exert his best effort to find God in between his tough schedules 
and he knows as well that putting prayer for tomorrow is a defeat. 


Benedict XVI: “An example of greatness” 


The Vatican Bank was subjected to a series of scrutiny over 
suspicion of money laundering just as when Benedict XVT’s butler, 
Paolo Gabriele, leaked secret documents straight from the pope’s 
personal desk in a whistle blower's attempt to expose sleaze within 
the Roman Curia. Meanwhile, Keith Cardinal O’Brien of Scotland 
resigned his post in February 2013 after his own admission of a very 
grave misconduct. A bigger clay pot cracked. 


Its an old practice. The pope and the bishops would 
unceremoniously remove their episcopal rings on Good Friday, a 
kind of mourning when Jesus, the Spouse of the Church, is dead, 
and to be worn again on Faster Vigil. 


Troubles, the exodus of the faithful, priestly scandals, lost of 
credibility, and attacks on the Church, similar to an over-extended 
Good Friday, seemed too monstrous for our fragile pontiff, Benedict 
XVI. And unexpectedly, in February 2013, our ageing leader removed 
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his ring of the fisherman forever, abdicated the holy office of the 
Maximus Pontifex, the first pope to retire since Gregory XII in 1415. 


Pope Francis called it “an example of greatness.” The wise counsel 
of the Holy Spirit never left him alone and it took our German 
pontiff profound humility, guts, and foresight to do what he needed 
to do. His age, poor health, and frail body couldn’ take it any longer. 
And it begs the question: can we still spy some kind of hope in the 
midst of ruins? 


Realizing how grave the challenges the Church faces, Francis, 
on occupying the Chair of Peter, talked about Christian hope. He 
always believes that the Catholic Church is stronger when tested. 
He kept on pounding on the truth about God, who is Abba Father 
through thick and thin. He's nearly sure that God’s soft heart never 
turns into a hard rock and that God our Father never gets exhausted 
to offer benevolence. In the encouraging words of His Holiness: 


Let us not forget that God never tires of forgiving us; through 
the ministry of priests he holds us close in a new embrace and 
regenerates us and allows us to rise again and resume the 
journey (General Audience, 20 November 2013). 


Others shouted back: too late to begin again. Not really. In 
these times of personal hopelessness, the Gospel story of St. Dimas 
is worth remembering. St. Dimas is known as the best thief of all 
times because he stole paradise the very last minute. Any priest who 
strayed far away can redo a St. Dimas. So as not to forget hope, he 
can even have the words of the holy thief tattooed on his lower torso: 
“Remember me, Lord...” 


“Original freshness of the Gospel” 


Fully conscious that we live in a world of bad news, Francis of 
Rome has invited us to “recover the original freshness of the Good 
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News” (Evangelii Gaudium, 11). And we cannot be mistaken: the 
Gospel narratives, like the mighty sun rising every morning, are 
indeed full of hope. Here we can easily connect Francis’ concept of 
Christian hope to the stories of the prodigal son, the woman caught 
in adultery, the short man Zaccheus who offered retribution for his 
sins, St. Mary of Magdala, and others. 


Incidentally, Pve heard another Francis, Bishop De Leon, 
once Rector of the Archdiocesan Shrine of the Divine Mercy in 
Mandaluying City, delivered a beautiful homily about the kindness 
of Jesus, how our dear Lord reached out and forgave Matthew the 
tax collector, and all those who failed him, well, Peter, the leader of 
the band, and how Jesus came to search for the lost sheep and not 
the self-righteous (Matthew 9:12-13). Jesus never scolded a sinner 
on bended knees. 


What the Archbishop of Buenos Aires did was most touching, as 
it delivered a powerful message of hope. He came to visit Jeronimo 
Podesta, a Catholic bishop who fell from grace, got married, 
subsequently looked down upon and treated badly, ostracized and 
forgotten, at that time dying in misery. Scolding was absent during 
the short visit, in fact there was no exchange of words when Cardinal 
Bergoglio sat beside the prelate, lying in affliction. 


Only mercy was there! The good cardinal just held firmly his 
weak hands and prayed with him in silence. Only compassion was 
present! And so much love! The picture of Jesus immediately calls 
to mind, the image of Jesus telling the woman caught in adultery: 
Neither I condemn you. In that instance, one could right away savor 
the freshness of the Good News! 


Now imagine the face of a wicked presbyter standing in front 
of Jesus, not in front of the world, not in front of us, but standing 
in front of the Son of God. Not in front of us because we easily 
judge others, mea culpa. We have heard how the world has called 
the guilty: a human waste, a low life, a wretched cockroach, a house 
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fly, a scumbag, and has judged him by the names of all insignificant 
insects that live in the sewerage. Let’s face it, God’s judgment has 
more pity than our prejudice. 


What do you think Jesus would say? What would Jesus do to a 
wicked presbyter standing in front of him? 


To paint the picture better, let me recount the anguish experienced 
by no less than Benedict XVI and of course the entire Catholic Church. 
The scandals have knocked the whole Church down! After offering 
heartfelt apologies to the victims of sexual abuse, His Holiness turned 
to the members of the clergy involved in the crime, and I quote: 


By offering prayers and penances for those you have wronged, 
you should seek to atone personally for your actions. Christs 
redeeming sacrifice has the power to forgive even the gravest of 
sins, and to bring forth good from even the most terrible evil... 


Not merely atonement but just punishment was meted for all 
abusive clergy. After due process, hundreds of them were defrocked 
and people called it justice in behalf of the victims. Our suffering 


pontiff managed to counsel them not to lose hope in the divine mercy: 


Openly acknowledge your guilt, submit yourselves to the 
demands of justice, but do not despair of Gods mercy 
(Letter to the Catholics of Ireland, 2010). 


Francis needed to go back to the fundamentals of Christian hope. 
It means that we can prioritize the process of healing. He suggested 
that today the first thing the Church needs most is the ability to heal 
wounds, for the Church to be always near and available like “a field 
hospital after battle.” Mercy, consideration, and healing—only those 
are the priorities! (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 


Following the example of our forgiving Lord, Benedict XVI and 
Francis are witnesses of values antithetical to those of the world. 
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That’s why it moves the faithful. That’s why it affects you and me 
personally, and it challenges everyone to be like our Divine Master. 


In a flight back from his papal visit in Brazil, Francis spoke in all 
honesty: “Jf someone is gay and is searching for the Lord and has good 
will, then who am I to judge?” The Vicar of Christ didn’t condemn 
like Christ. Its an aide memoire of what Jesus himself would do. 
Like Jesus, the Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church abhorred 
putting rigid laws above compassion. The “wounded” are many. And 
the Vicar of Christ urged the whole Church, as the legit house of our 
Heavenly Father, to open wide its doors, accommodate sinners, and 
pour out mercy most abundantly (Evangelii Gaudium, 45). 


So what would Jesus do? Our Blessed Lord would hug tightly even 
the most wicked of his priests, press him close to His Sacred Heart, 
and would tell him: “Neither I condemn you.” “I told you so” would 
not be heard. Like what He did to the woman caught in adultery, 
Jesus would love the repentant sacerdos more than He would love the 
self-righteous, and “therell be more joy in heaven” (Luke 15:7). 


St. Augustine 


St. Augustine once entered the inner recesses of his soul and found a 
restless one. His soul was shattered by the windstorms of his own broken 
promises to be chaste, thoughts of worldliness, dangerous relationships, 
and intellectual pride. The same thing happens to a priest. 


The more the priest believes himself to be holy, the less he feels 
the need for God. St. Augustine believes that his brokenness 
teaches him that he needs God all the more (Dodaro, 2010). 


Here I get to appreciate more the image of the divine mercy. Jesus 
picks up the broken pieces in the presbyter and mends them. And 
out of those shattered pieces of woundedness, Jesus brings about the 
bottomless Goodness of his Father and the presbyter comes out a 
better messenger of God’s amazing grace. What hope, what joy! 
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One of the most charming reflections of the Bishop of Hippo 
regarding the presbyter as a pardoned sinner is found in his 
commentary on the foot-washing in the Gospel (cf. John 13:1- 
20). The holy bishop of Hippo interpreted the Gospel passage as 
showing the resolve of Jesus to pardon his Apostles for their sins as 
symbolized by their dirty feet. The Apostles were weak men when 
our dear Lord found them, but they thought they were good that’s 
why they were found. Like many of us, they didn’t realize their feet 
were fetid and dirty. 


Against Peter’s objection to having the Lord washed his feet, 
Augustine said that Jesus’ insistence is a divine command against the 
clerical pride to admit his personal sin (Dodaro, 2010). Jesus knows 
best and he insists that his bishops and priests should be cleansed. 


And our dear Lord is not someone who, behind an appearance of 
gentleness, does wield an iron fist in a velvet glove. No, not Jesus! 
With him, everything is not lost. The Good Shepherd continues to 
seek those who stray and who are led astray. The Master still bends 
down to wash our dirty feet, our pride, and those of our clergy. 

All the problems of the moment just provided the Church with a 
new courage to face the future. The wisecrack of Freddie Page in the 
2011 romantic film The Deep Blue Sea calls to mind: “/¢s never too 
late to begin again.” 

Bishop Kevin Edward Felix (1995) believed that the Holy 
Priesthood will be renewed. Still many others hope that the day will 
come when God’s symphony will play in harmonious melody once 
more, when all anguish will become pure joy, and Jesus our Lord will 
wink and smile again. 
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CHAPTER 7 
CONFESSION AND DIVINE MERCY 


“Jesus gives the power to forgive sins” 








“The lack of proper examination, true contrition, and a firm 
purpose of amendment, is the cause of bad confessions, and of the 
ruin of souls” (Saint Benedict Joseph Labre). 




















CC ; J ho can forgive sins but God alone?” The secular 
mind cannot conceive it and other non- 

Catholics cannot accept it, much less believe 

in faith that such a tremendous power, so peculiar to God, is given 


to man. In his regular catechesis Francis of Rome answered that 
question: 


Jesus gave the Apostles the power to forgive sins. It is a little 
difficult to understand how a man can forgive sins, but Jesus 
gives this power... 


An insignificant piece of tool bag in the divine hand is how the 
Holy Father portrayed his sacerdos, a tool bag of God’s mercy: “The 
priest is the instrument for the forgiveness of sins” (General Audience, 
20 November 2013). And what a great paradosis (Apostolic 
tradition) it is! 
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For more than two thousand years, the presbyteroi and only the 
presbyteroi have exercised this singular power received from Christ. 
And to think that our dearest Savior did not give this authority even 
to the most significant person in his life, Our Lady, who remained 
humble when she was excluded in the list of candidates to carry on 
the faculty to forgive sins. 


On nearly every page of the Gospel we see Jesus consoling, 
healing, and forgiving. After his resurrection our dear Lord appeared 
to his disciples and gave them the Holy Spirit and bestowed upon 
them the power of the keys. Yes, God gave it to the Twelve Apostles 
and to their successors, the episkopoi and presbyteroi of the Catholic 
Church. 


Having claimed that, mankind can no longer confess openly to 
God like Moses talking to YHWH in the burning bush. Humanity 
needs to go to him who is given the power of the keys. Although 
an insignificant piece of tool bag in the divine hand, the priest is a 
channel of amazing grace. It’s called a sacrament because you and 
I need to hear the words of absolution. Pope Francis has put it so 
beautifully: 


It is a gift, a cure, a protection as well as the assurance that 
God has forgiven me. I go to my brother priest and I say: 
“Father, I did this...” 


And he responds: “But I forgive you; God forgives you.” At 
that moment, I am sure that God has forgiven me! (General 
Audience, 20 November 2013). 


The same forgiveness of sins was experienced by believers when 
Pope Clement (AD 30-100) whispered the same formula of 
absolution in Rome during the time of the Christian persecution, 


when Bishop Ambrose of Milan (333-397), Philip Neri (1515- 
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1595), German Arnold Janssen, SVD (1837-1909) and Italian 
Daniel Comboni (1831-1881) gave the same absolution. 


‘A greater work than to create” 


To make us better understand, St. Alphonsus Ligouri has put 
forward a situation: were Jesus to appear in a church, sit in a 
confessional, and say to the penitent, Ego te absolvo, “I absolve 
you from your sins,” and similarly a sacerdos to sit in another 
confessional, and say to the penitent, Ego te absolvo, the penitent 
of each confessional would walk away equally forgiven of their 
sins. 

Let’s get to the bottom line: after Pentecost, Christ’s own 
reconciliatory office has become operative or functional in the 
Church, but only in the ordained ministry. That truth prompted 
our Holy Father to exclaim: “What an assurance that God has forgiven 
me!” And the manager of that sacred office is the presbyter, and only 
the presbyter. 

The presbyter manages not just the office of the angels, who 
worship God day and night, but also the office of the Sanctifier. 
According to the blessed Bishop of Milan, the presbyter in 
absolving the sins of a penitent performs the very office of the 
Holy Spirit: 


Receive the Holy Spirit: whose sins you shall forgive, they are 
forgiven; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained 
(John 20:22-23). 


That’s why St. Alphonsus asserted with conviction that the priest 
is empowered to deliver sinners from hell, to make them worthy 
of paradise, and to change them from the slaves of Satan into the 


children of God. 
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And God himself is obliged to abide by the judgment of his 
priests, either not to pardon or to pardon, accordingly as they 
refuse or give absolution (Dignity and Duties of the Priest). 


The modern mind is blown away by such sacerdotal power. And 
St. Augustine put it in a way that speaks of it as a tremendous act 
of God. Imagine, to justify the penitent is more remarkable than 
the divine act of creation out of nothing. The Bishop of Hippo 
verbalized his byline: 


To forgive and sanctify a sinner is a greater work than to 
create heaven and earth. 


Cure d’Ars, Padre Pio, Abriol, and Sobrevinas 

St. John Paul II paid special homage to the innumerable host of 
holy and anonymous confessors to whom is owed the salvation of 
myriad members of humankind. The Holy Father acknowledged 
that holy confessors have helped countless souls in their long-drawn- 
out struggles against sin and wrongdoing. If only our Catholic 
youth would care to know the mind of our blessed pontiff about the 
importance of the sacrament, for he wrote: 


I do not hesitate to say that even the great canonized saints (like 
St. Teresa de Avila and St. Therese of Lisieux) are generally the 
fruits of those confessionals (Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, 1984). 


The commitment of confessors is astonishing. In every age, model 
confessors and spiritual directors can be found, and our beloved 
Polish pontiff mentioned his favorites, namely: John Nepomucene, 
Jean-Marie Vianney, Joseph Cafasso and Leopold of Castelnuovo. 
To this list, Benedict XVI added Pio of Pietrelcina. Our Catholic 


youth would find the likes of them in many confessors today. 
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Padre Pio inside the confessional (courtesy of caccioppoli.com) 


Catholics of Buenos Aires say that Bergoglio, as an archbishop, 
was not a gifted public speaker. Let’s face it, the majority of our 
episkopoi and presbyteroi are not rock stars of the pulpit and not all 
are gifted with the prophetic eloquence of John Chrysostom and 
Fulton Sheen. 


However, some are masters of souls in the confessional. They who 
are lackluster, even boring, and sometimes uninspiring in preaching 
are the ones compensated with the gift of spiritual direction. That’s 
why the confessional, not the pulpit, was the forte of the Curé of Ars 
and Padre Pio. 


Pére Jean-Marie Vianney. Popes, bishops, and priests are awed 
by the example of this saint. If only all priests would tell the youth 


the historical circumstances of his time, made extremely difficult by 
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war, persecution, materialism, and secularism. When the Curé of 
Ars arrived at his bucolic and out-of-the-way parish, only a small 
number of penitents approached the Sacrament of Penance. By the 
end of his life, however, something beautiful happened, that is, huge 
numbers were coming to the sacrament from other dioceses, even 
from the other end of France. 


One principal reason why Pére Jean-Marie Vianney was canonized 
and later declared as patron of parish priests was that he spent so 
much patience and quality time, at times sixteen hours a day inside 
the confessional, listening to the moral heartaches of hundreds of 
queuing penitents. 


For the Curé of Ars, the function of reconciliation was a “long 
martyrdom” which produced abundant and healthy fruits. When 
confronted with the sinful condition, he used to say, “What can we 
do? We cannot do anything except weep and pray.” And he did just that, 
he closed his eyes, bowed his head, wept, and prayed fervently for 
the penitents, and the penitents wer so many. 


Padre Pio. Confession was the principal daily activity of Padre 
Pio, who was endowed with an ability to search deep into the soul of 
individual penitent. For this reason, it was not workable for anyone 
neither to tell any lie nor hide any shameful sin to Padre Pio during 
his confession. He just saw what was inside the heart of the sinner 
who’s kneeling on the other side of the confessional. 


It happened, and it happened many times, that because the 
penitent was timid, nervous, or hesitant, due to blessed shame, 
Padre Pio was the one who listed the penitent’s sins and recounted 
them himself one by one. Hence, he admonished them to examine 
their conscience very carefully before confession. And to those who 
disdain frequent confession, Padre Pio gave the following street 
smart advice: 


Even ifa room is closed, it is necessary to dust it after a week. 
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Three conditions are necessary for Penance: contrition, which is 
sorrow for sin, together with a purpose of amendment; confession 
of sins without any omission; and satisfaction by means of good 
works (Saint Thomas Aquinas, OP). 




















Monsignors Abriol and Sobreviñas. The amiable Jose Abriol, 
once Rector of Quiapo Minor Basilica, was the favorite confessor 
of both priests and religious in Manila. The Curé ď’Quiapo 
was approximating the Curé d’Ars who spent many long hours 
listening to others aches of the soul. And I also remember 
Bishop Manuel Sobreviñas, former parish priest of Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Pasig. By his availability, week after 
week, Bishop Sobreviñas gave joyful witness to the divine mercy 





by sitting patiently in the confessional resembling an oasis seated 
in the middle of the Arabian desert. 

A young deacon then, Reverend Ruperto Santos, now Bishop 
of Balanga, Bataan, once told me that he learned a great deal from 
the long hours Monsignor Sobreviñas dedicated to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Even when there was nobody in the confessional 
yet, Santos said he saw how the good bishop made himself always 
accessible and available by sitting and perhaps meditating inside 
the dimly lighted confessional. Sooner, than later, penitents arrived 
one by one, formed a line in silence, and each of them experienced 
the divine love and received fatherly advice. In the words of holy 
Francis: 


The Church is not mistress of the power of the keys, but a 


servant of the ministry of mercy and rejoices every time she can 


offer this divine gift (General Audience, 20 November 2013). 


In the exercise of the priestly ministry, the key principle is always 
“servanthood.” 
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Not a “torture chamber” 


4 of 15 Council of Trent’s Solemn Definitions of the Sacrament of 
Penance—when Attacked by Protestant Reformers of the 16 Century: 


1. Penance is truly and properly a sacrament instituted by Christ our Lord to 
reconcile the faithful with God as often as they fall into sin after baptism 


2. Words of the Lord our Savior, “Receive the Holy Spirit whose sins you 
shall forgive they are forgiven them and whose sins you shall retain they 
are retained” ought to be understood as referring to the power of remitting 
and retaining sins in the Sacrament of Penance 


3. Sacramental Confession is instituted by divine law, is necessary for 
salvation, that confessing secretly to the priest alone is a command of 
Christ, and the method which the Catholic Church has always observed 


from the very beginning 


4, To obtain remission in the Sacrament of Penance it is necessary to confess 
each and every mortal sin when remembered after proper and diligent 
examination 


“So refreshing to have Francis as Pope,” we hear from all sides, as 
if people are talking of a cold shower in hot summer. Those who 
lost their faith are coming back and an unusually sizable fanclub of 
gays, Muslims, and atheists are rejoicing. His message of mercy and 
forgiveness is a priority. 

Our Jesuit pontiff has assured the sinner that confession is the 
reverse of “going to a torture chamber” where sins are exchanged 
for beatings. Jesus is not the torturer who wears a black mask and 
squeezes the sinner to tell all (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 44). No, the 
Holy Father said in gentle assurance: 
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Confession is a meeting place with Jesus, a place of tenderness, 
where the sinner meets Jesus with simplicity, with trust and 
armed with “blessed shame,” and Jesus meets the sinner 


gladly, lovingly, tenderly (With Blessed Shame, 2013; ). 


Francis has time and again reminded the presbyter of his role of 
servanthood, that he is a tool bag of mercy, a handyman of God’s 
amnesty: 


1. Be aware that the brother or sister who approaches the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is seeking forgiveness just like the many people who 


approached Jesus to be healed. 


2. Have peace in his (your) heart, that he (you) should not mistreat 
the faithful. 


3. Know “how to plant hope in the hearts of the penitents (General 
Audience, 20 November 2013). 


4, Prayerfully discern and evaluate every case, one by one. 


Moreover, His Holiness gave a difficult case to resolve, a case many 
insightful moral theologians have delved with and argued about in 
the past. He proposed before the presbyter as confessor a down-to- 
earth situation, the situation of a woman with a failed marriage in 
her past and who also had an abortion. 


Then this woman remarries, and she is now happy and has 
five children. That abortion in her past weighs heavily on her 
conscience and she sincerely regrets it. She would like to move 
forward in her Christian life. What is the confessor to do? 


The Roman Pontiff himself gave a clue to resolve the challenge. 
He said: “The ministers of the Church must be ministers of mercy above 
all.” Thereafter, the Holy Father talked about the Catholic Church 
as an emergency tent-hospital for this sin-infected and wounded 
world. The new evangelization is meant to understand the unfaithful 
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ones and not to condemn them, to welcome sinners back, to care 


and not to scold. The Vicar of Christ explained further: 


The thing the Church needs most today is the ability to heal 
wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs 
nearness, proximity. I see the Church as a field hospital after 
battle. (What a stirring analogy!). 


It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high 
cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars! You have 
to heal his wounds. Then we can talk about everything else. 
Heal the wounds, heal the wounds...(A Big Heart Open to 
God. 2013). 


Archbishop Socrates Villegas told the Philippine bishops that the 
Church should face the challenge of Pope Francis, who “slowly moved 
the Church from being a dogmatic, self engrossed and authoritative sick 
institution to being a gentle, outreaching, compassionate and persuasive 


Church through the power of love and mercy” (CBCP News, 5 July 2014). 


“God’s forgiveness is stronger than any sin” 


Pope Francis is a catechist par excellence. He goes beyond abstract 
dogmatic theology. Armed with a peculiar gift for teaching God’s 
People on the gut level, His Holinessgives us food for soul that we 
can consume daily. 


On one occasion, Pope Francis drew a picture contrasting God 
from the sinner, like day from night or light from darkness. A sinner 
experiences a moment of darkness, the darkness of living in error, 
which the Holy Father explained as contrary to the God of light 
‘and in Him there is no darkness at all.” 

In confession, our pontiff verbalized, it is normal to feel 
embarrassed, to feel shame. It is not easy to reveal something out of 
the depth of one’s heart. The penitent in a hot seat tends to make 
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excuses and more alibis, but he should also remember what St. 
Augustine wrote: 


If you excuse yourself in confession, you keep your sins within 
your soul, and keep Gods pardon outside and prevent it to 
come in (The Confessions). 


So when finally the sinner recognizes his fault, his most grievous 
fault, after he overcomes the natural tendency to give all possible 
excuses for himself, the devil goes to plan B and seeks to make him 
dumb and dumber. Feeling embarrassed due to his sense of self- 
preservation, the sinner conceals his guilt in confession. He wouldn't 
talk. But the truth has its own mind and the truth doesn’t want to 
remain hidden. The Vicar of Christ thus admonished the penitent: 


Blessed shame, it is a virtue. The Lord gives us this grace, 
the courage to walk with him in truth, because the truth is 
light... not darkness like half-truths or lies. 


After a grand catechesis on confession, Pope Francis twitted on 
September 25, 2013: “Gods forgiveness is stronger than any sin.” And 
a hundred thousand followers, mostly young Catholics, immediately 


twitted back: “Amen!” 


THE PRIEST AND RECONCILIATION 


ae “T absolve thee of thy sins...” 
As minister 
He provides compassion, advice, and comfort 


Penitents experience the presence of the Divine 
As witness | Mercy in the confessional, plus the Real Presence of 
the Eucharist 
Priest himself goes to confession and receives the 


An betehicinty grace of forgiveness himself 


Ca ; When the priest makes himself available always to 
As visible sign A 
reconcile God and man 
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Priest as penitent 


When Francis was having a dialogue with some 120 religious 
superiors at the Salesianum in Rome in 2013, without any prepared 
script, he told them: 


In life it is difficult for everything to be clear, precise, outlined 
neatly, Life is complicated; it consists of grace and sin. He 
who does not sin is not human. We all make mistakes and we 
need to recognize our weaknesses... 


Then the Holy Father revealed a stark reality of human frailty, 


and he was not exempting the men of the cloth: 


It is true, sometimes we are very cruel (“Wake Up the World” 
in La Civilta Cattolica). 


Then it’s the pope’s chance to encourage: 


Priests and bishops too have to go to confession: We are all 
sinners. Even the Pope confesses every 15 days, because the 
Pope is also a sinner. 


And the confessor hears what I tell him, he counsels me and 
forgives me, because we are all in need of this forgiveness 
(General Audience, 20 November 2013). 


Pope Benedict XVI once exclaimed: “By letting myself be forgiven, I 
learn to forgive others.” And then he pointed out that the confessional 
is the right place where forgiving, healing, and binding can happen. 


If only our youth would hear this more often: 


It is necessary to return to the confessional as a place in 
which to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation... 
and experience the presence of Divine Mercy (The Priest, 
Minister of Divine Mercy). 
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Our sacerdos is acquainted with that place called the confessional 
box, knows that anyone who enters it immediately feels “the presence 
of Divine Mercy,” and once out of that box, the sinner becomes a 
wounded healer. A wounded healer in turn is a bearer of the glow 
of God’s grace to others. He is happy and brings such joy to others. 
Our sacerdos knows too that he is both a recipient and a provider 
of “the presence of Divine Mercy,’ both a servant and a dispenser of 
reconciliation. Accordingly, St. John Paul II urged our clergy: 


I would like to make special mention of the Sacrament of 
Penance, of which priests are the ministers, but ought also to 
be its beneficiaries, becoming themselves witnesses of God's 
mercy toward sinners (Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, 1984). 


In the Society of Jesus and other religious orders, the clergy 
are encouraged to go to confession once a week. Pius XI went to 
confession every day! On the flip side, please tell me, what happens 
to our sacerdos who does not go to confession? The Second Vatican 
Council was quick to answer: 


Lf a priest were no longer to go to confession or properly 
confess his sins, his priestly being and his priestly action 
would feel its effects very soon, and this would also be 
noticed by the community of which he was the pastor 
(Presbyterorum Ordinis, 5). 


As a distributor of God’s mercy, he refuses to be its recipient. If 
by negligence or for some other reasons, our priest fails to receive 
forgiveness at regular intervals, or if holy shame is not working in 
him, he becomes the opposite of credible. When a presbyter becomes 
conscious of a mortal sin in his heart, aware that he would celebrate 
the Holy Mass anytime, and yet fails to go to confession, something 
is awfully wrong. 


152 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


Our presbyter knows in his heart that, without confession, 
he cannot survive the onslaught of worldliness and unchaste 
imagination, the lure of money, inordinate passion, pride, and 
the clerical tendency to pomp, power, and privilege. In short, the 
presbyter (literally, “the elder”) even in his young age grows ever 
older, gets wrinkled and scrawny, and withers spiritually—“/ike a 
grape on a dying vine.” 

As our Polish pontiff has put it, the presbyter’s spiritual life 
depends heavily on the frequent and conscientious personal practice 
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 15). There’s 
no other way to become holy than to experience the joy of the 
prodigal son, who after a life of sin returned to his father’s house in 
the manner of a servant but was welcomed with the dignity of a son. 
Our priest knows this too well and it’s up to him. 


5 Reasons Why the Drop in Confessions? 


1. Prevalence of general absolution practices in many places 





2. Confusion among the laity on the importance of individual 
auricular confession 





3. Weekly confession as part of the pastoral plan of the parish priest 
is not followed 





4. Personal tendency to laziness or “pastoral acedia” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 82) 





nN 


. Less homilies and talks heard from priests about the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 





6. Catholic parents fail to go to confession and teach it to their 
children by example 
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Lines to the confessional have disappeared 


Like Pope Francis, we also acknowledge that we are sinners and 
“at times we are cruel.” All of us stand in need of the Lord’s mercy 
and healing, all without exception. Still, we wonder, why do we see 
fewer confessions? Do many Catholics today fail to see the value of 
Sacrament of Reconciliation? We're not even counting the millions 
of baptized Catholics who have given up confession in their adult 
years. What seems to be the root problem? 


Is the defect on the part of the penitent or on the part of the 
confessor? While many Catholics are lining up to receive Holy 
Communion Sunday after Sunday, it is startling, even alarming, 
that Catholics who go to the Sacrament of Penance are diminishing, 
particularly the young ones. Early in his pontificate, St. John Paul II 
was himself worried. He wrote: 


Great numbers of people seem to stay away from confession 
completely, for various reasons, and it is a sign of the urgent 
need to develop a whole pastoral strategy regarding the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Letter to Priests, 1986). 


Or is pastoral charity among confessors waning? Our presbyteroi 
seem to spend less and less time in the confessional and more and 
more time in the field. But which pastoral field is more imperative 
than listening with the heart of Jesus, penetrating the deepest 
recesses of the penitent’s soul, healing wounds, accompanying the 
sinner spiritually in counseling when he so requests? 


Many moons ago, in my teenhood, Saturdays were strictly 
dedicated to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is true particularly 
in my hometown, Santissima Trinidad, in Balic-Balic, Manila, where 
the late Isidro L. Jose was parish priest and where I received my 
first Holy Communion. Long queues of penitents approached the 
confessionals and received God’s mercy weekend after weekend. 
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Today, in most parishes, those lines have disappeared. Even during 
scheduled hours of confession, at times no priest is available. Or is it 
because most Catholics no longer value the grace of confession even 
when priests are available and waiting? Which is which? 


That the divine mercy is always available is an absolute truth. That 
the forgiveness of God is always there is a revealed dogma of faith. 
However, is the human channel of divine mercy always available? 
Francis was quite emphatic in his standpoint: 


The penitent faithful have the right to find in priests 
servants of the forgiveness of God (General Audience, 20 
November 2013). 


Confession: top on the list 

The bishop can ask his ordained associates pointblank: “How 
much time do you spend listening to the spiritual heartaches and 
struggles of the faithful in the confessional? How many, say, in a 
week of 112 daytime hours? How much time do you dedicate to 
catechize young parishioners and the un-churched Catholics about 
the most beautiful Sacrament of Reconciliation?” 


For ages, “like a broken record,” the successors of Peter have 
repeatedly urged the clergy to be always available for confession. 
Because it’s a mandate, the Congregation for the Clergy gave out 
some guidelines: 


Whenever a confessor is available, sooner or later a penitent 
will arrive. And if the confessor continues to make himself 
available, even stubbornly so, sooner or later many penitents 
will arrive! (The Priest, Minister of Divine Mercy, 2011). 


Our bishop cannot fail, Benedict XVI assured the world, to 
remind the clerics who are charged with the cura animarum, “the 
care of souls,” that their top priority is to provide the faithful with 
every opportunity to make an individual confession (Message, 2009). 
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Accordingly, our sacerdos is bound to reprogram his tasks and 
activities. Whether assigned in a parish, a school, or a hospital, every 
sacerdos ought to prioritize penance and reconciliation, as St. John 
Paul II insisted on two points (Pastores Gregis, 2003): 


1. Pastoral planning would hardly be efficacious were it to underestimate 
the importance of sacramental confession. 


2. The greatest pastoral concern must be shown for this sacrament of the 
Church, the source of reconciliation, of peace and of joy for all of us who 
stand in need of the Lords mercy and of healing from the wounds of sin. 


In almost all his annual letters addressed to the clergy of the 
universal Church, our holy pontiff implored the presbyter to remain 
always available: 


Pour ce ministère du pardon, prêts à y consacrer le temps et 
le soin nécessaires, “for this ministry of forgiveness, the priest 
ought to be ready to devote to it the necessary time and care.” 


And the Holy Father was resolute in his paternal counsel not 
unlike a “broken record:” 


Et, je dirais même, à lui donner la priorité sur d'autres 
activités, “and I would even say giving it priority over other 
activities” (Letter to Priests, 1986). 








A mother called me up from another state, where the early 
confessions of children were discouraged because they commit just 
mere venial sins. For the boy who wanted to go to confession, it 
was quite a trip... I had become the regular confessor of children 
from other states for their first communion (John Hardon, SJ). 











156 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


A modest proposal 


To Faustina Christ revealed that confession is a personal, life- 
giving encounter with Himself: 


Daughter, when you approach the confessional, know this, 
that I Myself am waiting there for you. I am only hidden by 
the priest, but I myself act in your soul. Here the misery of the 
soul meets the God of mercy... 


Our dearest Lord has spoken through His saints, through the 
Fathers of the Church and His Vicars, saying that the amount of 
time spent inside the confessional is the real measure of pastoral 
charity. Now, all these are good-to-know plans and ideas, and the 
next best thing to do is to put all these great theories into praxis. 

Here I humbly recommend a ten-point proposal for our dear 
episkopoi and presbyteroi—inclusive of those appointed in schools, 
prisons, hospitals, military. 


1. Focus on the Sacrament of Reconciliation for one full year, 
really giving it time, massive and intense promotion, and 





unparalleled energy. Mark the program “urgent, paramount, 
and necessary” and schedule it in the diocesan or vicariate 
calendar—with red bold letters. 


2. ‘Target those WHO SELDOM GO TO MASS AND THOSE 
WHO DON’T GO AT ALL. Catechize, evangelize, and teach 
them about confession! ACTION FOLLOWS KNOWLEDGE. 





3. Doa pastoral strategic planning—in accordance with St. John 
Paul II’s advice of an “urgent need to develop a whole pastoral 
strategy regarding the Sacrament of Reconciliation” (Letter to 
Priests, 1986). The bishop may pull in the involvement of the 
presbyteral council and the lay leadership in the planning, 





organizing, monitoring, and evaluation. 
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4, 


Organize more kumpisalang bayan covering every parish, every 
vicariate, the entire diocese, not merely during Lenten Season 
but all year round. Invited confessors may include chaplains, 
school administrators, diocesan pastors, guest priests, and the 
religious clergy. Kumpisalang bayan is a well-planned and highly 
publicized event in the vicarial level, such that those families 
who missed it in one parish can go to the neighboring parish. 


Promote through full-blast marketing. If we believe that 


God’s products and services are the best, we do not merely 
announce their distribution. We market them and market 
them with gusto. Let’s launch an all-out promotion, if not hard 
selling, so that more and more people can come and enjoy our 
Lord’s abundant blessings. 


A thorough catechism on the importance of individual 
confession is imperative. Those who are active may invite the 
inactive, the churched ones can catechize the un-churched, 
banking on the prophetic mission of the laity. Learn from the 
best practices of some parishes. 


Frequent confession, even for those who are not in grave 
sin, is always recommended by Mother Church as a means of 
progress in our quest for holiness, and such might be a good 
start of the brief catechism. Growing children today need to 
hear our priests talk about advising them to go to confession 
frequently, along the mind of Padre Pio’s “Even if'a room is closed, 
it is necessary to dust it after a week.” 


Carefully EVALUATE after every event to make it better 
the next time. SWOT analysis, number of religious priests 


most willing to hear confessions, which parishes have the 
biggest concentration of un-churched Catholics, how was the 
preparation, ecetera. 
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9. Commit time for individual confession on Saturdays, 
Wednesdays, or Fridays, offering not just an extra time but the 
best waking hours. Personally dedicate some 30 minutes to sit 
down and wait for penitents before and after the celebration of 
daily Mass—in the parishes, malls, chapels, subdivisions, street 
masses, and elsewhere. 


10. If only all the clergy would announce Sunday after Sunday 
that they are ALWAYS available for confession and “happy to 
serve,” I believe, pastoral fruitfulness would come from the 
Mercy of God and from the interior renewal that we all pray 


and hope for. 


And we who walk in darkness, wounded by sin, we who have 
unfriended God, and many of the un-churched, the nominal 
Catholics, most especially the young, shall wait in patience for the 
divine mercy to flow like a river through the availability of our 
priests. 
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CHAPTER 8 
RADICAL LIFE CHOICE 


Luxus of the west 
l i ome friends have whispered to Pope Francis: /ux ex oriente, 


ex occidente luxus, “light from the East, luxury from the 

West” (Press Conference, July 28, 2013). And it’s a fact that 
the Philippine Church has been calling back many of her clergy 
studying abroad, with several episkopoi telling our talented and 
gifted presbyteroi: “Work now, study later! The luxus of the West is just 
too tempting for you!” 


In 2001, the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples 
noted that the most promising young priests sent to study in Europe 
or the United States often do not return home, in part because 
they're attracted by higher living conditions and comfort, in part 
because bishops in advanced countries see them as a way of relieving 
shortages of their own clergy. 


However, that kind of situation was deemed unacceptable and 
damaging by the Slovenian Cardinal Jozef Tomko, then prefect of 
the congregation, who gave the example of India, which didn’t have 
enough priests to take care of its 17 million Catholics. Yet, at that 
time, there were 39 priests from India working in one Italian diocese 
alone (cf. Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, 2001). 


Cardinal Tomko painted the ugly picture of clergy mal- 
distribution. He said that there were 1,800 foreign priests in Italy, 


161 


162 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


only in Italy, with more than 800 working in direct pastoral care, 
while the rest finishing their ecclesiastical degrees. The good prelate 
then concluded: 


Many new dioceses could be created in mission territories 
with such a number of diocesan priests! 


Cardinal Tomko just knew that the Church lacks good missionaries 
and that bad distribution is making it more complicated. Hard- 
working priests in the most demanding situations are almost 
drained, tired and weary, and the temptation to “clericalize” the laity 
and “secularize” the clergy once in a while shows its obnoxious tail. 


St. John Paul I once said that the dwindling size of our presbyteroi 
is without sufficient replacement from the younger generation who 
are distracted by materialism, secularism, and consumerism (Letter 
to Priests, 2004). I read Paul Sullins’ article over a cup of coffee 
mixed with a teaspoon of tears and sadness. The title speaks a ton of 
suffocating pessimism: 


Empty Pews and Empty Altars (America. May 13, 2002). 


Doing away with careerism 





Indonesian journalist Arswendo Atmowiloto: 
“I truly long for a priest who is hospitable... 
Priest with kind-hearted personality, 
Priests with rosaries in their hands rather than the Black Berries, 


Priests who are kindly listening to their congregation rather than much 
talking... 


Who could change despair into hope, 


Who are competent in both ritual and spiritual richness” 
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The honorific title similar to the medieval way of addressing 
someone as “My lord” is the literal meaning of the French root, mon 
seigneur. Designation like this has been historically associated with 
clerical careerism and doing away with it is a persistent clamor of our 


Argentine pope: 


Careerism which thirsts for recognition, applause, rewards 
and status... That really is a form of cancer! (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 277; Meditation of 22 May 2013; Address of 19 
September 2013). 


During his fifteen years as Metropolitan Archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, Bergoglio ditched the title “Monsignor” for his priests. In January 
2014, as Bishop of Rome, Francis reduced the uses of “Monsignor” 
from three to one, that of “Chaplain of His Holiness,” to be given only 
to diocesan presbyteroi who are 65 years old and above. 


Long time ago, Clement of Rome, Polycarp, Ignatius of Antioch, 
Justin the Martyr, and Irenaeus, those Apostolic Fathers whose 
writings were heavily influential on the early Church, left us scribbled 
memories about the Holy Priesthood as a hierarchy of service. Ambrose 
of Milan, Augustine, Bernard of Clairvaux, and other cerebral giants 
of the Catholic tradition, including the Angelic Doctor, all agreed on 
this, although the sacerdotal identity transcends “all the dignities of 
kings, of emperors, and even of angels,” service remains the priest’s top 
mission. The golden tongue added his commentary: 


Princes have the power of binding but they bind only the 
bodies, while the priest binds the souls. In the order of things, 
the soul is believed to transcend the goodness of the physical 
body of the human person (Treatise on the Priesthood). 


Yes, the priesthood is the Mount Everest of all spiritual mountain 
climbers, and there is nothing higher a camp and loftier an aspiration 
than the priesthood. Scaling the summit is not an easy task though. It 
is unachievable without great discipline, audacity, close contact with 
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God, and hard work. A radical vocation as it is, what the Church 
needs today are mature men who have a heart bigger enough to take 
on the challenge. Once on the summit, it’s not “Hail to the chief” 
but “Take up your cross and follow me!” Once up, paradoxically, it 
boils down to servanthood. 


Full-time lifestyle package 

In the lexis of Eric Hodgens, the priestly “lifestyle package consists 
of being celibate, male, full-time, and life-long” (The clergy crisis is now, 
2004). And the Church is not softening its solid requirements for 
the candidates for the Holy Priesthood despite the shortage. 


When asked why the local priestly vocation is dreadfully low in 
Macau, seminarians Cheong and Hoi rejoined by saying that young 
Catholics prefer a worldly, more colorful, more competitive, and 
a dynamic sort of life than the rectory-Mass-churchy-solemn type 
of sacerdotal life. They also explained that, for many young men 
of China, “the married life also seems more attractive than celibacy” 
(United Catholic Asian News, 2009). 

Definitely, the few mature men with bigger hearts are instantly 
confronted with the discipline of celibacy. Those who expect any 


change on this policy are reminded of one proviso of the Synod of 


Carthage (AD 390): 


Ut quod Apostoli docuerunt, et ipsa servavit antiquitas, nos 
quoque custodiamus, “What the Apostles taught, and the 
early Church preserved, let us observe too.” 


More than 1,500 years later, Pius XI repeated the same proviso in 
Ad Catholici Sacerdotii, (1935), saying that the Holy Priesthood is the 
Mount Everest that the celibate male candidate climbs enthusiastically 
but with humongous preparation, with prudence, with sound mind 
and body, firm muscle, stomach, and stamina to finish the course, 
and forever thinking about the possible consequences. 
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Every vocation director knows how hard it is to promote the Holy 
Priesthood among mature young men and market a “lifestyle package 
(that) consists of being celibate, male, full-time, and life-long.” Today, 
more than ever, vocation campaign is so down. For good reason, the 
Congregation for the Clergy suggested: 


“Every priest should be concerned with inspiring at least one 

priestly vocation which could thus continue the ministry,” 
reminding the clergy that the best recruitment system is not 
sweet talk but by way of good example (The Directory for the 
Ministry and Life of the Priests, 32). 


We know that no mortal man can promise so much. But I tell you, 
on the eve of their ordination, while on their knees to beg God for 
mercy, some candidates are frozen to death. How can a mere man 
comprehend such mystery which involves an imperfect and sinful 
creature turning into terrenus Deus, “God on earth” (Clement of Rome)? 


Vis-à-vis such enigma and transcendence, one really can get scared 
and piss off his pants on the night of his ordination. Part of the 
candidate’s prayer that night is to repeat with St. Paul: How profound, 
how mysterious, “how unsearchable are his judgments!” (cf. Romans 
11:33), in addition to Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 


Men, only men 


A man 


A man called | A man chosen A man sent 
NEA 





Ontological 
Not due ee Separated 
i Neither by transformation aa 
to one’s f : for a mission 
i democratic different from : 
worthiness but i different from 
a: election nor by | the common oe 
as a “gift and ane : the mission of 
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Alter Christus: 


laying of the PS priest 
e a 
community ae As king/ 
anointing of oil heshed 
by the bishop ear 
Indelible mark, | In obedience 
Chosen by 
Not through a priest forever, to Christ 
: : God through : 
audible voice sacerdos in through the 
the Church 
aeternum bishop 


The Slovenian prefect of the Congregation for Religious, Franc 
Cardinal Rode, in his February 2008 interview with the Italian 
ANSA news agency, said: “They are attracted because it is a radical life 
choice” and this radical life choice passes through many steps. One 
is called and selected from billions, then trained, consecrated, and 
finally sent. 


Does God select him from a countless billions of nonbelievers, 
skeptics, and heretics? And for a while we think that God could 
not have called a man who did not believe. Wrong! It’s evidently a 
mystery but the miracle of vocation happened even in the likes of 
St. Augustine and in several holy priests who were unbelievers before 
they were ordained. 


Let me cite the example of a Dutch Protestant diplomat posted 
in Hong Kong—with no experience whatsoever of the Mass, 
confession, Confirmation, and meditating with our Lady’s rosary 
beads. He was so edified by the prayer life, chanting, and demeanor 
of the Dominican Fathers stationed on the other hill across from 
where he worked that he embraced the Catholic faith and later was 
ordained a Dominican. That’s one lovely story of Frederick Fermin, 
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OP, who served the Pontifical University of Santo Tomas in Manila 
as Rector Magnificus a long time ago. 


Another thing, it is clear from the Gospel that Jesus made a 
deliberate choice to call men and only men, and so women are 
eliminated. But any Mother Superior does not mind at all that the 
Apostles ordained only male episkopoi and presbyteroi to continue 
Christ’s redemptive mission. Just as our dear Lord is male and 
the Apostles were all men, so the Church has always believed that 
this sacred and specific vocation is given to men. In 1994, after 
recognizing the importance of women’s participation in the life 
of the Church, St. John Paul II declared that the Church has no 


authority to ordain women. 


Isn't this policy changing? When Francis was elected pope, the 
world was expecting change. He told the world that the “Church 
is feminine. She is Church, she is bride, and she is mother,” and how 
the Church is firmly convinced that men and women are equal in 
dignity. Then the Holy Father dropped the bomb with finality: The 
fundamental issue of male ministerial priesthood, which doesn't 
imply the superiority of some over the others, “is not a question 
open to discussion” (Press Conference, July 28, 2013 and repeated in 
Evangelii Gaudium, 104). 


At one point, the New York Archbishop was more compromising. 
Because cardinals do not need to be ordained, he thought that, 
maybe, the idea of female cardinals is a theoretical possibility. 
However, the theory was ruled out straight away when Francis 
said: “Women in the Church must be valued, not Clericalized.’ 
Whoever thinks of women as cardinals suffers a bit from clericalism” 
(December 2013). 


Many are called, few are chosen, and women are excluded—as 
willed by the Founder himself. Therefore, the case is close! 
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Called via elimination 


In the Philippine experience, from a freshmen philosophy class of 
twenty seminarians, two or three are ordained deacons ten years later. 
The process of elimination goes on and on. From forty ordained 
diakonoi spread in several Philippine dioceses, some but not all are 
ordained presbyteroi. Why? Because there are deacons who choose 
not to scale the summit and stop half-way the very last minute! 


Eugenio Pacelli (Italian), Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli (Italian), 
Giovanni Montini (Italian), Albino Luciani (Italian), Karol Woytila 
(Polish), Joseph Ratzinger (German), Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
(Argentine), all future popes, passed through the elimination process 
like everyone else. They were called, consecrated, sent by God, 
persevered as priests, and then as bishops. 


The multiple stories of priesthood in every corner of the planet 
begin with a divine call, vocare in Latin, a call initiated by God and 
a call finalized by God through the Church. It begins with God and 
ends with God’s approval. Thus, Jesus talks to every sacerdos: 


You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you (John 15:16). 


The late Rey Loredo, SJ, our high school retreat master, was 
inclined to explain that God calls a person through others (parents, 
priests, and teachers) and through events like attending an ordination 
rite or a recollection, getting inspired by a good homily, or taking 
part in a Catholic fiesta. In the words of Francis: 


God manifests himself in historical revelation, in history. 
Time initiates processes, and space crystallizes them. God is 
in history, in the processes (A Big Heart Open to God, 2013). 


The Vicar of Christ would implore his brother bishops in their ad 
limina Apostolorum visits to create “vigorous and attractive vocation 
programs.” As always, the pontiff would pose a mammoth challenge 


Chapter 8 * RADICAL LIFE CHOICE 169 


to them by saying: From these vocation programs “the future and the 
vitality of the Church depend.” No priest, no Eucharist, no Church. 


Needless to say, the clerical shortage is now on the crisis level, our 
priests are joining the ranks of the vanishing race and endangered 
species, and the Bishop of Rome was blunt about it (cf. Addresses to 
Bishops, 2 December 2013; 7 February 2014, et al). 


The first move and the final approval 

Human nature is so unreliable, and in time the person will 
falter and fall, God knows, again and again, even after episcopal 
ordination. Definitely, the choosing is not anchored upon one’s 
worthiness. St. John Chrysostom, himself a hesitant priest, thought 
so. No one deserves to be a candidate to the priesthood and no 
one, simply no one, is worthy to be ordained a priest, much less, 


ordained a bishop. 


If the measure of selection is merit, no member of humanity 
merits such sublime identity, not even Michael Jordan, the most 
valuable player of all times, not even Senator Benigno Ninoy Aquino 
Jr., or former United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, Dale 
Carnegie, one of the greatest motivation authors of all times, or the 
people’s President Ramon Magsaysay, but only those whom God has 
called and approved. 


It gets the whole Catholic world excited if the man chosen is the 
best, the brightest, the most innovative, the most gifted, and the most 
productive. But that’s not always the case, is it? Juan Ponce Enrile 
was the most experienced and Miriam Defensor was the “brightest 
luminary” in the senatorial firmament, and yet they were not chosen. 
Neither was Albert Einstein chosen, or William Shakespeare, or our 
national hero Jose Rizal, all of them without equal in their respective 
areas of specialization, true powerhouses, or Nelson Mandela, the 
much beloved statesman of South Africa. 
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You and I have known people more intelligent, top performers 
like Manuel V. Pangilinan and Jack Welch, noble men with more 
depth, or cool people who are most patient and most caring like 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

There are people who are holier than priests. And there are 
men better qualified as leaders and motivators, better preachers, 
more inspirational, short and crisp when they speak like Chief 
Justice Artemio Panganiban, Chinkee Tan, Francis Kong, Anthony 
Pangilinan, and Bo Sanchez. Pure as an angel and innocent like a 
new-born babe, St. Therese of the Child Jesus always wanted to 
become a priest, but God did not approve of it. 

Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) was a Renaissance physician, 
mathematician, and astronomer who in his book, De revolutionibus 
orbium coelestium, against all odds, formulated a heliocentric model 
of the universe which placed the sun, rather than the earth, at the 
center—when everyone else believed the earth was the center of the 
galaxies. With a doctorate in canon law, Copernicus took minor 
orders, had an uncle who was a prince-bishop, and was appointed at 
the Warmia Canonry. He was an inch away from the summit, but 
Copernicus was never ordained a priest. 


Check on the two saintly men of separate times and distant lands, 
Francesco di Assisi of the 13" century, known as a living saint in his 
time, and John Chrysostom who was a celebrity and an incredible 
speaker in the fourth century. The first was unassuming as an altar 
boy, always moved by humble evaluation of oneself, and always 
terrified by the thought of being ordained. 

The first was called but never consecrated a priest and remained 
a Franciscan Brother until the end. The second, when called to join 
the priesthood, made a firm excuse and rationalized that sacerdotal 
vocation was not an invitation but a temptation in the good sense. 
After refusing the proposal of his good friend, Basil, he was finally 
ordained a priest and later made Patriarch of Constantinople. 
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Mommy Dionesia Dapidran, a deeply religious woman, revealed 
that when Manny Pacquiao was a small boy she always hoped that 
one day her son would become a Catholic priest. 

Why did God not choose Mahatma Gandhi, the Hindu icon of 
peace and martyr? Come to think of it, he’s huge, holy, and heroic. It 
goes without saying that the choosing is a privilege absolutely reserved 
only to God. And the whole dynamics of vocation is bilateral, which 
is also constituted by a careful discernment, prayerful discernment, 
and more discernment on the part of the future priest. 

Our Almighty Father gave earthlings a most potent asset called 
free will. The future priest will ask the ultimate soliloquy: “Zo be 
or not to be,” and will soon make a voluntary exercise of this most 
powerful gift when God calls. 

And one last food for thought, if you have a heart as ‘sour as 
vinegar,” Pope Francis advised, you're “not made for the people” and 
therefore not meant for the priesthood (“Wake Up the World” in La 
Civilta Cattolica, 2013). 


Neither by democratic election 

When there is a scarcity of the clergy, a layman may be chosen by 
a Christian community to be its leader and may be rendered capable 
of presiding at the Eucharistic celebration. Not just presiding over the 
liturgy of the Word but also over the Liturgy of the Eucharist, that is, 
a layman celebrating the Mass. A sort of “clericalizing” the laity? 








Pope Benedict XVI: “God is alive, and he needs people to 
serve him and bring him to others. It does make sense to become 
a priest: the world needs priests, pastors — today, tomorrow and 
always, until the end of time” (Letter to Seminarians, 2010). 
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The idea was raised by an outstanding Dutch theologian, 
Edward Schillebeeckx, OP, (De sociale context van de verschuivingen 
in het kerkelijk ambt, 1982). Drastic and innovative as it was, the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith took a dim view of 
his idea and straight away disapproved of it. At the International 
Symposium on the Clergy in Rome, Brunero Gherardini echoed the 
position of the Sacred Magisterium regarding the issue: 


The community, though faithful and prayerful, cannot 
provide the sacred power to any lay member to offer the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 


And the prelate put the necessary emphasis: 


The sacrifice needs a priest, and only an ordained priest, 
for the priest, unlike the most qualified lay leader, is 
SACRAMENTALLY EQUIPPED (1995). 


Being “sacramentally equipped” means that God gives the priest 
the faculty or the spiritual license to celebrate the Eucharist and to 
forgive sins. And this God-given authority is not derived from the 
community but from the apostolicity of his priestly mission, spelled 
out in the last will and testament of the Founder (cf. Chapter 3, Can 
We Get to Heaven without Priests). 


Even ina situation of crisis, when ordained ministers are getting 
older, even when what remain are a vacant altar and a vacant pew, 
a reversal of roles is not the solution. The tail cannot wag the dog 
and the lay leader cannot preside at the Eucharist. Nunca! By no 
means! 


The Church is Apostolic insofar as she inherits the Church 
founded by Christ upon Peter, Tu es Petrus, et super hanc petram... 
Now, the ordained ministry continues the ministry of the Apostles, 
which is transmitted through the sacramental imposition of hands 
during the rite of Ordination (Casado, 1995). Because he is made 
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distinct and separate from the laity, the priest is the only one 
authorized by Jesus Christ to preside over the Mass and forgive sins 
(Presbyterorum Ordinis, 3). 


The community is not the source of priesthood. Neither are 





the ministerial powers of the presbyter derived from it. Definitely, 
unlike any minister of any Protestant congregation, our presbyter 
is recruited and chosen neither by democratic election nor by the 
majority vote. The Catholic priesthood is not the United States of 
America and it’s by God’s design that this holy office is not governed 
through the democratic processes. Ergo, no human community can 
confer such power, only God can. 


Gay seminarian 

The Vatican ordered an investigation of all North American 
seminaries blamed for fostering a gay culture. In 2005, the 
Congregation for Education required psychological screening, which 
is one big step in the long recruitment process, which right away 
excludes from the priesthood a candidate with “uncertain sexual 
identity” and “deep-seated homosexual tendency.” 


Only being candid and not rude, the Congregation explained that 
the sexual orientation of a gay seems to estrange him from the proper 
sense of paternity or fatherhood. The gay’s identity is a mile apart 
from the intrinsic nature of being an alter Christus, which means in 
accordance with the masculine image of Jesus Christ (Guidelines for 
the Use of Psychology in the Admission and Formation of Candidates for 
the Priesthood, 2008). 


For goodness sake, no pun intended, the priest is addressed as 
“Reverend Father,” not “Reverend Other.” 


Without being homophobic about it, the Church has proposed 
that gays who suggest they could keep their sexual orientation “in 
the closet” and aspire to join the exclusive company of handsome 
and celibate males should think twice. Nobody’s judging them, as 
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Jesus and Francis have done. Just the same the seminary is strictly 
not a refuge for them. 


As Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez noted in 2004, the Philippine 
bishops (CBCP) wouldnt tolerate “active homosexuality among 
seminarians and they would be expelled outright if discovered.” The 
Church is ready to cut off the head of the snake before it swallows 
the Church’s credibility again. 


Benedict XVI acknowledged that the seminary formation in the 
past has made a wrong turn somewhere. Something was lacking or 
missing and, according to him, it could be one of the following: 


Inadequate procedures for determining the suitability 
of candidates for the priesthood and the religious life; 
insufficient human, moral, intellectual and spiritual 
formation in seminaries and novitiates (Letter to the 


Catholics of Ireland, 2010). 
On his part, Francis has mentioned a loophole in formation: 


To avoid problems... young people (seminarians) grit their 
teeth, try not to make mistakes, follow the rules, smiling a lot, 
just waiting for the day when they are told: “Good, you have 
finished formation.” 


On the contrary, today’s seminary formation should be more 
discerning than that. On November 29, 2013, Francis met some 
120 superiors general of religious orders (Salesians, Divine Word 
Missionaries, Jesuits, Carmelites, Franciscans, Redemptorists, 
Dominicans, Capuchins, Augustinians, Comboni Missionaries, and 
many others) in a closed-door assembly at the Salesianum in Rome 
to tell them, inter alias: 


There’ risk of “accepting a young man in a seminary who has 
been asked to leave a religious institute because of problems.” 
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Implying that more problems might come out of a recycled 
candidate, proactive to prevent the scandals that brought the Church 
down on her knees, His Holiness explained himself: 


I am not speaking about people who recognize that they are 
sinners. We are all sinners, but we are not all corrupt. Sinners 
are accepted, but not people who are corrupt. 


“Formation is a work of art, not a police action” 


The religious superiors were all eyes and ears. Our beloved pontiff 
made them understand that they should train their seminarians well, 
show them the ropes, and fashion them according to the pastor-al 
likeness of Jesus. The Vicar of Christ then gave a word of warning 
that, if they aren’t trained properly, half-baked candidates could turn 
into “/ittle monsters.” All of a sudden, the superiors present in that 
meeting felt some electric shocks in their nerves, and no one was 
moving. These are unpretentious words of His Holiness: 


Formation is a work of art, not a police action. We must form 
their hearts. Otherwise we are creating little monsters. 


And then these little monsters mold the People of God. This 
really gives me goose bumps” (“Wake Up the World” in La 
Civilta Cattolica). 


In the area of sexuality, the future sacerdos can smell the fragrance 
of the rose and admire its charm but must learn to avoid touching 
“the thorns attached to it.” Trained to become other-centered, the 
future priest should strive to live happily in a community of all sorts 
of people, armed with the bittersweet gift of celibate chastity and 
compassion. 

Formation is both horizontal and vertical. Horizontal is 
getting immersed with the community, where the candidate, 
confident of his identity, learns to serve the real people outside the 
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walls of the seminary, professionals, students, the poor, lesbian- 
gay-bisexual-transgender (LGBT) groups, the homeless, and the 
youth. 


It works both ways, nurturing human talents and pumping divine 
grace into one’s soul. Vertical formation is up and down. Vertical 
up is getting closer to the Great Absolute in what theologians call 
“spiritual mysticism.” And vertical down is “asceticism,” which 
consists of a profound self-diagnosis, soul-searching, discernment, 


reflection, and lots of studies—inspired by the W.O.G. 


The priest is a public persona who should dialogue with anyone 
and respond meaningfully to all sorts of questions and issues—on 
and off the record. As expected, the future presbyter must talk 
sense in public and, as a public speaker, must explain the faith well 
(Pastores Dabo Vobis, 43-59). Therefore, the intellectual formation 
consists of solid years of philosophical studies on critical thinking, 
arts and sciences, and the learning of the ancient languages, plus 
several years more of theology, biblical research, and spirituality. 
Pope Francis has summarized for us the four pillars of a good 
priestly formation: 


A strong spiritual life; a serious intellectual life: community 
life, and, lastly, an apostolic life, in no particular order. All 
jour are important. If one is missing, the formation is no 


good (14 April 2014) 


Non-typical examples of priestly vocation 


The big league of our clergy came from active Catholic families 
or products of Catholic schools. Many of them, if not their 
parents, were “churchy” or actively involved in parishes before they 
entered the seminary. It’s the normal trend. However, while some 
stories of priestly calling are outright surprising, others are just 
awe-inspiring. 
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David Bauer was an ice hockey superstar before God called him, 
whereas Anthony Pinizzotto was a policeman before ordination, a 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) forensic psychologist by day 
and priest by night. Mancio Ito (1570-1612) was the first Japanese 
ambassador to Europe in 1586 before he was ordained a Jesuit. St. 
John Paul II recalled a Gospel scene: 


Jesus “looked at each one of them with the same look of 
loving encouragement with which he looked at Simon and 
Andrew, at James and John, at Nathanael beneath the fig 
tree, and at Matthew sitting at the tax office” (Letter to 
Priests, 2004). 


1. Hezuk Shroff was a young Indian-Canadian convert enchanted 
by the beauty of the Eucharist. “My parents were Zoroastrians 
and I grew up following the teachings of this religion,” said Hezuk. 
‘The young man first heard of Christianity from his mother, who 
as a child, though a Zoroastrian, attended a Catholic school in 
Nanital, India. 


After baptism, feeling even more strongly the call of God to the 
priesthood, Hezuk studied theology and philosophy in the United 
States and in France. Much later, he was sent to Cebu, Philippines, 
for pastoral exposure. Hezuk admitted that his mother was happier 


than his father: 


‘It was difficult for my father because being the only son he 
knew that I would not continue the family name,” he told 
Asia News (2011). 


2. Hoi Ka-tak is the only Catholic in the family, who was impressed 
and heavily influenced by the clergy he knew when he was enrolled 
in a Salesian school in Macau. Hoi confessed to having an inner 
longing to become a priest, even before he was baptized in 2006. 
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‘Three years later, he expressed this vocation in writing to Bishop 
Jose Lai Hung-seng of Macau, who sent him to a seminary in 
Hong Kong (United Catholic Asian News, 2009). 


3. Karol Woytila sought priestly formation because, according to 
him, the feeling was nagging him relentlessly. During the Second 
World War, during those dark years experienced by Poland, he 
learned to do manual work, first in a stone quarry and then ina 
factory. His sacerdotal vocation matured “in physical work among 
the workmen, he later wrote. In 1942, while still engaged in 
manual labor in the factory, he was admitted to Krakow’s major 
seminary and became a clandestine student of the Faculty of 
Theology at the Jagiellonian University. 


4, Teopilo Maximiano and my father (Antonio) grew up in cortos 
with Manuel S. Enverga and the future Fr. Horacio de la Costa 
(1916-1977), the first Filipino provincial chief of the Society of 
Jesus in the Philippines. The De la Costas, Maximianos, and the 
Envergas were the best of friends in Mauban, Quezon Province. 
To Fr. Horacio, being the only child, was bequeathed all 
inheritance including the ancestral white house along Quezon 
Street in Barangay Rizaliana, Mauban. 


My uncle Teopilo was a Dominican brother assigned in Hong 
Kong for many years. Then, he entered another milestone in his life 
when he became a diocesan priest at the age of 71, I think one of 
the grand old men to be so ordained. As his first assignment he was 
appointed parish priest in Sabtang Island in the Prelature of Batanes. 
Now more than 90 years old, he confided that little did he know he 
would become a diocesan priest and Fr. Horacio a Jesuit. 


“You choose who you want to be,” verbalized Lisbeth Salander in the 
2009 movie The Girl with a Dragon Tattoo. But God makes the first 
move and the final approval, truly an enigma wrapped in a mystery! 
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The Jesuits and Albertus Magnus, OP 


Dominican friar and the bishop of Regensberg, Albertus Magnus 
(1206-1280), a walking encyclopedia, wrote treatises on physics, 
logic, metaphysics, biology, and psychology, and because of this he 
was given the title “patron saint of natural sciences.” The Catholic 
bishop gave God honor by being the greatest German philosopher 
of the Middle Ages. 


His contemporary, Italian Dominican Teodorico de Borgognoni 
(1205-1298), served God both as Catholic bishop of Cervia and 
as a physician who introduced basic antiseptic practice in surgery 
and the use of anesthetics. Imagine the hospitals and health services 
today without antiseptics against infection and anesthetics against 
pain. 

“Never be ashamed of your abilities,” as Dr. Fredericks put it in 
the film The Good Shepherd, and thousands of our clergy did just 
that and accomplished more than what humankind expected. One 
big name is that of Matteo Ricci (1552-1610), a pioneering Jesuit 
missionary in China, who co-authored the first European-Chinese 
dictionary. 

A Jesuit botanist Georg Joseph Kamel (1661-1706) from Moravia 
established a pharmacy in Manila, the first one in the Philippines, 
where poor people were supplied with herbal remedies for free. His 
efforts were recognized by UNESCO in 2006, 300 years after his 
death. And who would guess, correctly that is, that the Fallopian 
tubes, such intimate organs which extend from the uterus to the 
ovaries, were named after a Catholic priest, Fr. Gabriele Falloppio 
(1523-1562), who was a canon and a famous anatomist of the 
sixteenth-century Italy? 

When Pope Francis would one day visit the moon, he wouldn't 


feel alone, for most lunar craters were named after a hundred Jesuit 
astronomers, such as Jacques de Billy, SJ (1602-1679), Paolo Casati, 
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SJ (1617-1707), Laurent Cassegrain, SJ (1629-1693), Albert Curtz, 
SJ (1600-1671). Is seismology another of those “Jesuit sciences” 
in as much as many sons of Ignatius of Loyola dedicated the most 
significant effort to study earthquakes? Definitely! 


Also a Jesuit, Benito Vifies was well known as “Fr. Hurricane” 
due to his research-based studies on hurricanes, of all fields! And for 
another surprise, Georges Lemaitre (1894-1966), a Belgian priest, 
astronomer and physicist, proposed what became known as the “Big 
Bang Theory” of the origin of the Universe. 


Intellectual giants of olden times and the most revered professors 
were Catholic men of the cloth, who established the oldest and 
excellent faculties of the most reputable universities in the world. 
As early as the 13" century or even earlier, an ensemble of scientists, 
who were also ordained Catholic presbyteroi, blazed new trails for 
humanity and contributed so much to universal advancement in 
the fields of arts, science, and technology—in addition to preaching 


W.0.G. 


As a humongous bureaucracy spanning hundreds of countries, 
more than two thousand years, and more than one billion members, 
the Catholic Church has been an active component of the cosmic 
structure that bent the arch of the discoveries and inventions towards 
human progress. 
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What priesthood is not 


e A ceremony. No, its more of a sacrament that actually confers the 
grace it signifies. 

e A career. No, its more of a God-given participation in the triple 
function of Christ. 

e An accidental change. No, it's more of an ontological transformation 
that makes the priest different from the laity. 

¢ Asymbol. No, it’s more of a reality, the priest becomes alter Christus. 

e A business. No, its more of a ministry of sanctification and human 
development. 

e A job. No, it’s more of a lifetime proclamation of Faith. 

e A task. No, its more of a mission of reconciling man to God. 

¢ An entitlement. No, it’s more of servant leadership. 

e A profession. No, it’s more of a sacred vocation of being a pontifex. 

e A privilege. No, it’s more of a gift and mystery bestowed by God. 

e An employment. No, its more of a witnessing of the eschatological 
reality. 

e A status symbol. No, it’s more of an indelible character imprinted in 
the soul in aeternum. 





























The Supreme Pontiff wears his old worn-out black shoes (courtesy of Max Rossi, 2013) 


CHAPTER 9 
CONFIGURED IN AETERNUM 


Rite of passage 

rank, cut and dry, I guess that’s how Codex Turis Canonici 
F operates. It’s either black or white, prepared or unprepared, 

valid or invalid. The candidate has already been ordained a 
deacon and a validly ordained bishop now stands as the minister of 
the Holy Orders, all these are cold requirements of Canon 1012, the 
rule of the Church on priestly ordination. Then and only then, the 
sacred rite of passage that “makes” one a priest is set to happen. 


Except in China, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, and other difficult 
situations, the rite of ordination occurs in public within the joyful 
context of the Holy Eucharist, with family, friends, and other 
members of the presbyterate in attendance. The occasion instantly 
becomes a festive convergence of different people from different 
places, moved and united by the Holy Spirit. 


The Catholic world rejoices. Maybe due to the maximum 
symbolism in its sound, sight, and the fragrance of the incense, I’ve 
always attended this solemn rite of passage in awe. The choir sings 
Gregorian, in combined Latin (Sanctus, sanctus), English, and Greek 
(Kyrie eleison), mixed with Filipino songs composed by Hontiveros, 
Manoling Francisco, and Ryan Cayabyab. 


At the center stage, the candidate is called forward and presented 
to the assembly. The bishop questions him about his willingness and 
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personal consent. At this moment, the attendees pray hard so that 
his promise is not meant to be broken. There were instances, I tell 
you, when girls did pray even harder that the handsome candidate 
changes his mind. 


Francesco di Assisi did not reach this stage of being ordained; 
he remained a Brother all his life. St. John Chrysostom was at first 
hesitant, but was finally ordained. My uncle Teopilo C. Maximiano 
at long last decided to react to God’s call at age 71. 


As the candidate lies prostrate on the floor, the grand choir chants 
the roll call (Litany) of the Church’s Saints in rhythmic ora pro nobis 
responses. In his own reflection, St. John Paul I wrote that the 
future priest rest his forehead on the floor to indicate his complete 
willingness to undertake the selfless service being entrusted to him. 
In Gift and Mystery (1996), he admitted “that rite has deeply marked 
all my priestly life.” 


The imposition of hands 

The bishop lays his hands upon the candidate in silence, in 
deafening hush, and the solemn gesture is repeated by all the clergy 
present, without rush, one by one, silently, in accordance with 1 


Timothy 4:14: 


Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you 
through the prophetic word with the imposition of hands of 
the presbyterate. 


The moment is now and the candidate is ontologically 
transformed, changed in essence, making his ordained state different 
from the common priesthood of the laity. No longer a mere layman 
but an alter Christus, he’s now God’s ambassador to humanity, an 
auspicious representative of the Church, and a blessed holder of the 
“power of the keys.” 


John Cardinal O’Connor tried to explain the meaning of 
ontological change, where he compared the mystery of the 
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incarnation with “transubstantiation:” 


Is it too bold an analogy to compare the change to Christ the 
Son of Gods retaining His Divinity while becoming a man? 
Or to observe that after the bread becomes the Sacred Body of 
Christ, it still tastes like bread and feels like bread, but is now 
the Body of Christ? There has been an ontological change. A 
cup of wine still smells like wine and tastes like it, but it is 
now the Blood of Christ. 


Then the good archbishop bolstered the substantial transformation 
in the priesthood: 


In ordination an ontological change takes place (1996). 


The Holy Spirit descends upon him. The sun shines brightly, all 


hell trembles in fear at this very moment, the angels sing for joy, the 
indelible mark is imprinted upon his soul, and from henceforth he 
is in fact a sacerdos in aeternum, a presbyter of Christ for all eternity. 
He can't stop anymore. 


After the consecratory prayer, the newly ordained is vested with 
the stole and chasuble, which are liturgical symbols of authority 
to celebrate the Holy Eucharist and forgive sins. He is reminded 
that sacerdotal authority is “service and communion,” regaining 
its original significance: “J serve to help someone grow and become 
better” (cf. Presbyterorum Ordinis, 2 and 9), almost the equivalent of 
Cardinal Sin’s motto “Serviam.” 


The bishop anoints his hands with chrism. Holy chalice and paten 
are then presented to the priest. You can feel that his sacramental 
brothers, having been ordained in one sacrament of the Holy Orders, 
all the clergy present, all are happy for him. They now concelebrate 
the Eucharist with the newly ordained, who takes the place of honor 
at the right of the bishop like John the Beloved at the right of Jesus 
at the Last Supper. 
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On the same day, material gifts from generous benefactors would 
pour in and flood his bedroom but also, let me kill the good feeling, 
the rough-surfaced cross of Christ would be put upon his shoulders. 
Reality is that grace is coupled by discipline like taking the rough 
with the smooth, and our young presbyter should learn to accept 
all gifts with appreciation as well as what is most difficult in his 
mission—such as celibacy, “essentiality,” and obedience. 


Sacerdotal identity 








Saint John Chrysostom: “Who on earth is superior to the priest? 
To the king is entrusted earthly things; to the priest, heavenly 
things,” (De Verbis Is. Homily 4). 




















A grumpy elderly sacerdos is a rarity to behold, true or false? True 
because the priest is forever and a day a source of contaminating 
joy in his community. When you think of endless stories, laughter, 
and winning smile, you get to think of John Paul I, Cardinal Sin, 
Cardinal Tagle, Bishop Gabriel Reyes, Fathers James B. Reuter, 
SJ, Rolando de la Rosa, OP, Peter Zago, SDB, Esteban Lo, Hugh 
Thwaites, SJ, and four hundred thousand other priests. 


One non-smiling, deadpan, and poker-faced presbyter is a cut 
off and a one-off isolated case. A research-based sociological study 
made by Andrew M. Greeley indicated, among other findings, that 
“priests are among the happiest men in the world” (Priests: A Calling in 
Crisis, 2004). 

The secular mind has always found it difficult to imagine a 
man getting fulfilled, cheerful, and completely satisfied without a 
female partner. But in God’s design, I tell you, a female partner is 
unnecessary. And our presbyter has proven all these centuries that it 
is not only possible but that celibacy can also be a very rewarding 
lifestyle—‘to live life without an extra luggage.” 
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What transpired in ordination is not merely getting pushed into 
a professional career, well, by a devout Catholic mother or father 
who very much wanted to have a son who is a priest. It began with 
God’s initiative, the presbyter cooperated with free consent and now 
he’s happy about it (cf. Stephen Rossetti. Joy of the Priesthood). And 
St. John Paul II gave us a hint why the priesthood is a source of joy: 


Our priestly life and activity continue the life and activity of 
Christ himself. Here lies our identity, our true dignity, the source 
of our joy, the very basis of our life (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 18). 


Accordingly, the priesthood is more than what meets the 
eye, the Roman collar he’s wearing, the chasuble and the stole, a 
scarletzucchetto for the cardinals. In the imagination of Pére Jean- 
Marie Vianney, God is hidden in the priest resembling a light behind 
glass. For St. Clement of Rome, sacerdos, post Deum, terrenus Deus, 
which means, “the priest, after God, is God on earth” (Apostolic 
Constitution, Book 2, Chapter 26, around AD 380). Wow! 


When the Fathers of the Church talked about the gift of priesthood 
they usually used over-the-top language and poetic exaggeration. 
They just couldn't help it! If God were a painter, the priest is his 
most glorious masterpiece, a obra maestra, his Eiffel Tower, his 
Mona Lisa, his Ninth Symphony, his most favorite. 


Is the priest the envy of the angels? Absolutely! The reason is 
mysterious as it is legit. By Holy Orders the priest possesses God-like 


power to change ordinary bread into the Body of Christ, a faculty 
which all cherubim and seraphim, the Archangel Gabriel, the divine 
messenger more powerful than the legendary Thor, and all the other 
angels in heaven don’t possess. 


Only our sacerdos in aeternum can forgive sins, whereas the highest 
guardian in heaven, Michael the Archangel, the nemesis of Satan, 
cannot. And I cite St. John Chrysostom, one of the most brilliant 
of the Greek Fathers: “God gave neither to angels nor archangels” the 
power to remit sins (Treatise on the Priesthood). 
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Its a knockout and a powerful testimony vis-a-vis sacerdotal 
dignity, and I should say, if that’s the case, there is no human dignity 
loftier and no angelic grandeur more exalted. I tell you, some 
real men cried and sobbed, rooted to the spot, and mystified by 
such honor. + Jaime Cardinal Sin, the future successor of Bishop 
Domingo de Salazar, OP, understood this gift of God so well that he 
shed tears of joy during his priestly ordination in 1954. 


Transformed into Jesus 








Pope Francis: “The churchs ministers must be merciful, take 
responsibility for the people and accompany them like the good 
Samaritan, who washes, cleans and raises up his neighbor. 
This is pure Gospel. God is greater than sin. The structural 
and organizational reforms are secondary—that is, they come 
afterward. The first reform must be the attitude” (August, 2013). 




















Ordination makes the priest different twice over. First of all, it 
transforms the ordained minister into Jesus Christ; and secondly, 
it makes him fundamentally different from the lay person. 
Ontological configuration is equivalent to, hold your breath, total 
identification with Jesus. The priest is alter Christus and he is 
another Jesus. 


Imitation or mimicking or sporting a long hair, theyre not 
transformation into Jesus. Not even close. Total identification unites 
the sacerdos to who Jesus really is: the Son of God and the Son of 
Mary. Total identification makes him similar to the One who was 
born in a manger, the Teacher who made the blind man see, the 
Friend who wept because Lazarus died, the Victim crowned with 
thorns, and the Savior resurrected. 
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It’s not easy to obey, to remain chaste, and to reject pomp and 
power and privilege. Our sacerdos has got to die figuratively, daily 
and slowly. Like Christ, Francis de Sales, Bruno Torpigliani, Edward 
Joseph Adams, Ramon Arguelles of Batangas, and many priests we 
know have all assumed the role of a sacrificial victim. Every priest 
does. So did Patrick Peyton of the Family Rosary Crusade, Caloy 
Estrada of the Opus Dei and Raniero Cantalamessa, OFMCap, 
papal retreat master, and all the clergy around the world. 

After taking goodcare of the Japanese exiles living in Paco, 
Manila, Pedro Bautista, OFM, went to Japan and was martyred. 
Jesuit Fathers Diego de Sanvitores and Francisco Esquera, after 
doing missionary works in the Philippines, were martyred in Guam 
with a brave young Filipino named Pedro Calungsod. They were 
victims, willing victims like Christ! 

Crucifixion is part of the job. The presbyter is God’s victim just 
as Christ is God’s Lamb. First, he dies to himself. And then, similar 
to Jesus the Good Shepherd, he is ready to die for others like Fr. 
Maximillian Kolbe. 

By virtue of ordination, not only does the presbyter act in persona 
Christi. The sublime calling is even higher and this is where the 
profound truth about total identification comes in. The same total 
identification was experienced by St. Paul long ago and made him 
say, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). 

Can the priest say that? Say, after ten years or twenty, can the 
priest still say and mean it: “J have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me?” What a sacred riddle! 
Our presbyter becomes another Jesus walking on earth, ready to 
reveal and not hide the Face of God to all. That’s why Pére Jean- 
Marie Vianney was able to say: 


If we had faith, we would see God hidden in the priest like 
a light behind glass or like wine mixed with water (Cited in 
Benedict XVI, General Audience, 2009). 
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Our presbyter is the most qualified person to lend our Blessed 
Lord his human voice, his human touch, and all his being and 
his being human. After ordination, there are no left turns and no 
right turns. The only way is straight away towards holiness, towards 
Christ, and only Christ. The priest can’t be anyone but Christ! He 
cant live any kind of life but Christ’s! (cf. Francis. Homily, Priestly 
Ordination. 21 April 2013). 


eee different from the lay person 


re Francis resurrected an old cliché that 
the hierarchical and sacerdotal functions 
“do not favor the superiority of some vis- 
à-vis the other? (Evangelii Gaudium, 
104, citing Declaration Jnter Insigniores, 
1976). Careful as I can be, it is necessary 
to differentiate ministerial priesthood 
from the common priesthood of the 
faithful. 

Standing on the side of the lay faithful, 
the priest is also a recipient of the salvific 
action of Jesus Christ. Similar to any lay 





person, he is a beneficiary of the divine 


A photograph of Belgian 
missionary priest, Fr. Damien 
de Veuster, SS.CC., taken shortly receives Jesus in Holy Communion, 


before his death in 1889. and in old age receives the Anointing 
St. Damien of Molokai or Pater 


mercy when he receives absolution, 


Damiaan (in Dutch) offered his like everyone else. 


entire life for the welfare of the In the exercise of his priestly actions, 


lepers in the Hawaii islands and — Sh the other hand, he stands on the side 
died a leper himself 


(courtesy of fatherdamien.com). Of the Lord before the other faithful— 
like Moses leading the Israelites out of 
Egypt. And the lay Christifideles, such 

as San Lorenzo Ruiz and San Pedro Calungsod, are sanctified when 

they receive heavenly blessings from the sacred hands of the priest. 
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Triple functions of Christ. Not only an ordained priest but also 
every baptized Christian is a priest, prophet, and king. But the lay 
Christian cannot celebrate the Eucharist, neither can he remit sins, 
nor can he anoint the sick. He is not sacramentally equipped, that’s 
why. Only the priest can. Neither can the religious sisters, cloistered 
nuns, nor the Christian Brothers, who also don some kind of cassock 
in accordance with the La Sallian tradition, turn the bread into the 
Body of Christ. The un-ordained can't. John Cardinal O’Connor did 


a little explaining: 


This concept of the ontological nature of the priesthood is 
critical. We don't just put on vestments; we dont just receive an 
assignment. Neither makes us priests. 


We become priests at ordination. There is an “ontological change” 
in our spiritual nature. Such is a profound mystery (1996). 


Certainly, the lay faithful can actively collaborate with the priest, 
even full-time, again like Lorenzo Ruiz and Pedro Calungsod, but 
they cannot replace him as priest and pastor (The Priest, Pastor, and 
Leader of the Parish Community, 2002). 


Is Mike Velarde of the El Shaddai charismatic community supposed 
to be offended? No, he said he doesn’t mind because, as an active 
member of the laity, he has a specific role to play. 


The Green Archers are forever grateful to St. Jean-Baptiste de la 
Salle, a Catholic priest, for giving them the Christian Brothers as 
world-class, socially responsible, God-fearing mentors. The late Br. 
Andrew Gonzalez, FSC, a member of the Christian Brothers and a 
consecrated religious, was not an ordained priest. He said nonetheless 
that he didn’t mind that the Christian Brothers do not celebrate the 
Mass because they have a different role to play, particularly in the 
education of the youth. 
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Lest we forget, the Catholic Priesthood is not a requirement to be 
holy. Countless members of the laity such as Lorenzo and Pedro, lived 
and died like Jesus, yet they were not priests. 


ONTOLOGICAL CONFIGURATION OF A PRIEST 
| 


Change in essence and function that happens after ordination 





Total identification with Christ the High Priest 


| Made essentially different from the laity 
| nee i T | 


Receives distinct spiritual powers, including the authority to forgive sins 





Becomes a “representative” of Christ (agere in persona Christi capitis) 





Anda “representative” of the Church (in persona Ecclesiae) 


| Are united among themselves in sacramental brotherhood under the bishop | 





Indelible character 











Don Bosco listening to the confessions of the boys (courtesy of donbosco-torino. it) 
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In the language of late antiquity, the word “character” is 
equivalent to the design of the brand (a.k.a. identifying mark) which 
is impressed upon one’s property, an object, an animal, or even a 
person (a slave or a servant), in a way that could never be canceled. 

Modern-day Texas, Australia, New Zealand, even Masbate and 
some provinces of the Cordilleras have their horses, cows, and bulls 
iron-hot branded with a design, well, a rather long-shot resemblance 
of character. 


The business world also has the equivalent of trademarks and 


signature brands, and Nike’ “big check” is one trendy example. The 
brand, label, or symbol (usually bearing the owner's initial) is meant 


to tell everyone: “This is mine.” 


1. Owned by God. The future Benedict XVI explained that, by 
branding, the property gets the permanent mark so that wherever 
it goes it could be recognized in an irrevocable way. The legal 
principle clamat ad Dominum (calls for its lord/owner) comes 
into play. In this context, the “character” means ownership 
impressed upon the essence of something or someone (Life and 
Ministry of Priests, 1995). 


Applying this principle to the indelible character, the priest 
is branded and therefore owned by God. Such reflection was 
captured by Archbishop Fulton Sheen, who condensed the whole 
idea masterfully in a full volume entitled The Priest Is Not His Own 
(1963). There he described the sacerdos as the servant of God (servus 


Dei), that is to say, God’s own and no one else’. 


2. Eternal. The character is permanent, making the ordained 
minister a sign of the presence and action of Jesus Christ, 
yesterday, today, and forever. 


3. Similar to Baptism. The one ordained receives two distinct 
gifts: the indelible character and the sanctifying grace specific 
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for the priest. Whereas the first gift is permanent, the second 
is not. There is no “undo” button here and, once the indelible 
character is imprinted in the human soul, it marks him as priest 
for always, sacerdos in alternum. The character is stubbornly 
permanent, ineradicable or impossible to remove, until all the 
stars in the evening skies are burned away. 


4. Validity of the sacrament. Let’s thank our lucky stars that the 
Seven Sacraments we celebrate are valid and efficacious even if 
the sacerdos is not in the state of grace. The indelible character 
guarantees the “validity” of the sacrament even in the case of an 
unworthy minister (cf. the case of Bishop Caecilian of Carthage 


in Chapter 10). 


5. Priestly grace. While the character is stubbornly permanent, 
the priestly grace, the second gift of Holy Orders, can be lost by 
mortal sin and be regained by the grace of absolution (Daniel 
Ols, The Configuration of the Priest to Christ, 1995). Hence, the 
human struggle and spiritual tussle of every sacerdos do not end 
in ordination. 


The devil rears its ugly head every once in a while to make 
attempts to remove that priestly grace, his back never broken, his 
fiendish desire unsatisfied. And so the wrestling between good and 
evil accompanies the sacerdos until death. For instance, they say that 
retired clergy wrestle with the temptation of impurity even in the 
“departure stage.” So be careful! 


A witness of eternity 


As configured in aeternum, the celibate presbyter is a witness of 
a time without end. He cannot be the alter ego of our dear Lord 
unless he is a strong advocate of another reality beyond this earthly 
life. He ought to aspire something more than finally seeing Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. gets into the ring to fight Manny Pacquiao. The 
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priest must teach others about eschatology, the last things, about the 
mystery of death, and the reality of heaven and hell (cf. Pius XI. Ad 
Catholici Sacerdotii, 1935). 

While busy with the total human development and non-stop 
administrative concerns, our priest cannot fail to educate his flock 
to be vigilant. During the first death anniversary Mass in honor of 
President Corazon C. Aquino at La Salle Greenhills, Archbishop 
Socrates Villegas addressed actress Kris Aquino toward the end of 
his homily: 


Your beauty and talents are not yours; they are Gods. 
Remember, all of these things shall pass. You will find your 
real happiness, as your mother did, not by being in the 
limelight but being the spotlight lighting the face of Jesus 
(August 01, 2010). 


Immersed and yet transcendent, rooted on earth and yet yearning 
for heaven, our priest prepares himself and God’s faithful people 
for the parousia, the second coming of Christ, the end of all things 
visible. Priestly celibacy, for one, is a singular sign of that witnessing, 
a sign of heaven, “in which the children of the resurrection neither 
marry nor take wives” (Luke 20:35), where the just are relieved from 
all physical evils, and no trace of “death, tears, crying, or pain” will 
remain, nothing “unclean” (21:27) will survive, neither night nor 
darkness will reign (Revelation 7:9-17; 21:4; 22:5). 

At the end of this temporal world, the priest is persistent to teach 
the faithful, our Blessed Lord, Christ the King, would come in 
majesty to judge the living and the dead (Matthew 16:27; Mark 8:38; 
Luke 9:26). The priest must insist that, at the general judgment, all 
the dead shall rise on the last day and the advent of the “new heavens 
and a new earth” shall be upon us. 

Our priest cannot be unexcited to teach his people about this 
since he is our sacerdos in aeternum, a man destined for eternity! And 
getting there alone is not an option! 
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CHAPTER 10 
A CELEBRANT IN MORTAL SIN 


Hidden treasures in clay pots 








John Cardinal Newman: “No merit to me. It will be Thou who 
shinest through me upon others... Make me preach Thee without 
preaching — not by words, but by my example and by the catching 
force, the sympathetic influence, of what I do — by my visible 
resemblance to Thy saints, and the evident fullness of the love which 
my heart bears to Thee" (Meditations and Devotions, 1893). 


oved to tears, I held the hands of a good friend, Msgr. 
Danilo Pascual, paralyzed and wheel-chaired since 
1986, an icon of a sacerdos et victima. In 2003, I paid 


a short visit to the late Archbishop of Manila, Jaime Cardinal Sin, 
who was undergoing hemodialysis, his skin darkened as raisins but 

















his smile still contaminating and his counsel still down-to-earth 
and inspiring. 

Seeing the retired Bishop Manuel Sobrevifias in the Imus 
Cathedral and Msgr. Fidelis, former Rector of Good Shepherd 
Cathedral, in Fairview, Quezon City, also made my day. The same 
feeling was felt when I went to visit Monsignors Severino O. Lorica, 
Vicente Dacuycuy, and Alfredo Rodriguez, Fathers Amando S. 
Ligon, Jr., Arsenio Nalunat, and Manuel Nery, all of whom stayed 
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at the Cardinal Sin Welcome Home in Sampaloc, Manila. They were 
ageing gracefully with false teeth and grey hair, lo and behold, those 
stooped elderly men, most of their best years lovingly spent for God 
and His people! 

The most senior episkopoi and presbyteroi I've watched closely and 
talked to, retired by disability and old age, one of them my paternal 
uncle, Teopilo C. Maximiano, made an unforgettable impact on me. 
At 90 years of age, Fr. Teopilo celebrated his last public Mass during 
the funeral services in honor of my dear father who departed from 
this valley of tears in August 2013. 


[assisted Fr. Teopilo up close. Watching his feeble body, guiding his 
slow steps, and listening to his weak voice, I wondered how astonishing 
it is that God still made use of an antiquated and worn-out instrument 
only to pour out torrents of grace that day. On the outside they were 
expended and exhausted servants, but deep inside they were God’s 
hidden treasures in clay pots, beloved by men and women of our time 
(cf. Fulton Sheen’s autobiography Treasure in Clay). 


God cannot be outdone in generosity. | believe in my heart that 





God would lovingly embrace his faithful servants into His bosom 
one day. What I have seen from the outside constitutes the perfect 
picture of the feeble body, the antiquated earthen vessels that kept 
and guarded the treasure until the end. What I needed most was to 
see with my eyes of faith, oculata fides, “the faith that sees,” and I 
was trying hard during those awkward moments, to see the gift and 
mystery within. 


The Cure d’Ars once made this beautiful remark: 


A good shepherd, a pastor after Gods heart, is the greatest 
treasure which the good Lord can grant to a parish, and 
one of the most precious gifts of the divine mercy (cited in 
Benedict XVI. A Year for Priests, 2010). 
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The saint himself was like a meteor that burned itself out in the 
service of others. 


“Those mysterious priests” 











Pope Francis has a lamb draped around his neck (courtesy of dailymail.co.uk). 


I cite St. Ephraem Syrus, whose idea was one way or the other 
repeated by John Paul II, Fulton Sheen, Dermot Power, Federico 
Suarez, Cardinal Avery Dulles, Colomba Marmion, OSB, and other 
spiritual authors: 


Excedit omnem cogitationem donum dignitatis sacerdotalis, 
the gift of the sacerdotal dignity surpasses all understanding” 
(Carmina nisibena, AD 363). 
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Therefore, let’s get lost in the mystery and believe. 


1. The priest is imperfect. The priest all his life will remain 
limited, flawed, and sinful. As our Argentine pontiff himself 
admitted: “J am a sinner!” for which Salvian, an ancient author, 
once exclaimed: 


A sublime dignity conferred upon an unworthy person, a gem 
enchased in mire! 


God allows the priest to genuinely participate in Godliness and 
be “deeply and fully immersed in the mystery of Christ,’ the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, true God from true God (cf. Pastores 
Dabo Vobis,18). 


Completely conscious that the man He chooses could live a 
dismal life of scandal, God still gives him the highest distinction. 
The mystery consists in God dressing him with his own divine cloak 
made in heaven, knowing absolutely that the presbyter could stain it 
with a wicked conduct. 


2. The task given is sublime. One more time, the priest is 





imperfect, limited, and pathetic, truly a vessel made of dirt, a 
pot made of clay. Still, St. Cyril of Alexandria had the guts to say 
that the priest is the manager on earth of all divine concerns and 
heavenly matters: 


Divine are the offices confided to the priest (cited in Dignity 
and Duties of the Priest). 


Really inscrutable! According to Innocent II, our sacerdos is 
placed between God and man; inferior to God but superior to man. 
Strictly enigmatic! And I concur with Rabbi Abraham Skorka who 


acknowledged at one point when conversing with Cardinal Borgoglio: 


“Everyday logic does not apply” (On Heaven and Earth, 2013). 
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Why is he a gift? 








Saint John Chrysostom: “He who honors a priest, honors 
Christ, and he who insults a priest, insults Christ” (Homily 17). 














Every good thing, large or small, is a gift personally wrapped by 
God, and we sincerely say “Thank you” to the Giver. However, St. 
Augustine made this claim: “The greatest gift of all is the gift of the 


priesthood,” and for this we are grateful to God forever. 


1. Nobody deserves the gift of the priesthood. It is freely given 
by God even when nobody deserves it. Accordingly, St. Paul told 


his brother-bishop Timothy: 


(God) has called us with a holy calling, not by virtue of our 
works, but by virtue of his own purpose and the grace which 
he gave us (2 Timothy 1:9). 


2. The gift covers eternal life. Thats what Catalino Arevalo, SJ, 


once intimated: 
All this is God’ gift, not just some of it, but all of it! 


And the good adviser of President Cory Aquino referred to his 
priestly vocation that began as “the mystery of a calling.” It began 
with God, then followed by his consent, his more than 50 years of 
service, his old age and retirement, his fate and what is waiting for 
him in the afterlife, of “one’s place and destiny in the mind and heart 
of God” (Prayer and Priesthood, 2004). 


Tu es sacerdos in aeternum and, for good reason, I heard one priest- 
friend preached that even in the afterlife souls would recognize one as 
a priest, up there or down below—as he pointed his finger skyward 
and downward. 
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3. The gift of priesthood is not for the priest himself. 





His ministry is meant for “service and communion.” It’s a function 
given by God not for itself but for others. What Uncle Ben told 
the Amazing Spiderman might be pertinent to the presbyter: 
“You owe the world your gifts.” The hierarchy, all spiritual powers, 
the priestly ministry, all these are not for the ordained minister. 
Jesus gives the gift of priesthood to his chosen one so that He 
can also give His chosen one to the world as a gift. 


Bishop Donatus was wrong! 


The early Church of northern Africa witnessed a heated argument 
questioning the efficacy of the sacrament performed by an unworthy 
cleric. In the year 311, a dispute erupted regarding the matter of 
validity, whether or not Caecilian of Carthage had been duly 
consecrated a bishop. Was the Sacrament of Holy Orders that he 
received valid? 


They were called traditores, those bishops and priests who failed to 
defend their Christian faith in the face of cruelty during the Diocletian 
persecution—out of weakness and not out of wickedness. Unwilling 
to endure torture or death, traditores eventually vowed obedience 
to the emperor, and surrendered all Church books and properties 
to the imperial authorities. The Libyan and Punic-speaking Bishop 
Donatus of Casae Nigrae (AD 270-355) was mad. He contended 
that the sacraments and other Christian rituals administered by 
traditores were invalid. Surely, he wanted a Church untainted by 
disloyalty and weakness (Wace, Donatus and Donatism). 


Was Donatus correct when he asserted that the validity of a 
sacrament (such as Holy Orders) was dependent upon the minister’s 
holiness and state of grace? Was he right to assume that the sacraments 
traditores performed were neither valid nor efficacious? 
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As the Holy Spirit guarded their fierce dialogues, the intellectual 
giants of the Church didn’t throw chances at the matter. They knew 
that the apostolic succession was at stake. 


1. Validity depends upon Christ. St. Augustine saved the day 
and established what turned out to be the standard Catholic 
position. He argued mightily that the validity of the sacrament 
does not depend on the moral worthiness or spiritual condition 
of the minister, but solely upon Jesus Christ, who is the true 
minister of every sacrament. 


While the ministers of the sacraments may be imperfect, Christ 
himself is the Perfect One who is at work: Christ himself baptizes, 
He confirms, He remits sins, He changes bread into His Body, He 
unites a man and a woman in love in marriage, He ordains, and He 
anoints (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1127-28). 


2. Ex opere operato. The Catholic Church teaches that each 
of the Seven Sacraments operates effectively ex opere operato 
(sounds antiquated but still functional), “by its own operation.” 
Each sacrament actualizes Christ’s redemption and that, when 
a sacrament is celebrated, it confers the grace it signifies. In 
other words, the efficacy of the sacrament does not depend 
upon the human minister—whether a bishop, priest, deacon, 
good or a traditor. 


He posed the question in his Summa Theologica: Whether or not a 
“wicked priest” can consecrate the Eucharist? And the Angelic Doctor 
answered it accordingly: 


The priest consecrates this sacrament not by his own power, 
but as minister of Christ, in Whose person he consecrates this 
sacrament. From the fact of being wicked he does not cease to 
be Christs minister. Our Lord has good and wicked ministers 
or servants (Part Ta Iae, Question 82, article 5). 
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Our dear Lord so designed the sacraments that they communicate 
grace by virtue of their own operation, even if the priest is in the 
state of sin, with all his flaws, warts, and failures. Holiness is entirely 
God’s and His to give. 


Same sacrifice, same victim 








The morning after his election, the Supreme Pontiff swung by his residence, paid the 
bill himself, and picked up his own luggage (courtesy of L'Osservatore Romano). 


The Holy Redeemer once offered himself on the cross a long time 
ago. But is he the same sacrificial Victim who is immolated in today’s 
altar through the ministry of our priest? 


St. John Chrysostom answered in the positive to say that today’s 
celebration of the Holy Mass has the same eternal value as the death 
of Christ on the cross because it is the same sacrifice and the same 
victim. As many times as this commemorative sacrifice is celebrated, 
so often is the work of our redemption performed—in the parishes, 
in street Masses, in an old church in Bohol, or in our school 
auditoriums. The Council of Trent validated this solemn belief: 
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For the victim is one and the same, the same victim offered 
by the priests on the altar is the same Victim on the cross, only 
the manner of offering being different (Session XX, cap. 2) 


The manner of offering is different in such as way that Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross was bloody while the priest’s sacrifice of the 
Mass is not. We don’t see blood flowing down from the altar, but the 
eternal value of both sacrifices is the same, id est, redemption for all 
humankind. Having said this, utmost preparation is demanded from 
her sacerdos before he ascends the divine sanctuary and performs the 
Eucharistic sacrifice. 


In obedience to the words of his priest, Hoc est Corpus Meum, 
“This is My Body,” God Himself descends upon the altar and 
entrusts Himself into his hands. Awed and inspired, Sister Helena 
wrote a poem in 2012 (srhelena.blogspot.com), part of which 
reads: 


Empty hand, blessed hands! 

Anointed by God for the work He began. 
Do you believe how blessed you are, 
Despite imperfections of being human? 
This truth shall last now and forever 

In life, in death, you are His priest, 
Forget that never. 


“Popes, cardinals, bishops, priests are human” 


And the worst happened. Rome was burning, so to speak, and 
a few episkopoi did nothing. They merely transferred erring clergy 
from one parish to another. They just fiddled and tried to move 
around the edges of the flame to avoid getting burned. To his brother 
bishops in Ireland, Benedict XVI wrote: 
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It cannot be denied that some of you and your predecessors 
failed, at times grievously, to apply the long-established norms 
of canon law to the crime of child abuse. Serious mistakes 
were made in responding to allegations... 


His Holiness pointed out to the gross malfunction of servant 


leadership: 


It must be admitted that grave errors of judgment were made 
and failures of leadership occurred. All this has seriously 
undermined your credibility and effectiveness... 


The Holy Father, although personally affected, managed to offer 


some hope: 


Ll appreciate the efforts you have made to remedy past mistakes 
and to guarantee that they do not happen again (Letter to the 
Catholics of Ireland, 2010). 


Only a few clerics behaved undesirably, breaking every rule in 
the book, but they prostituted not only their own good reputation 
but also the entire priesthood of the Catholic Church. St. John Paul 
II acknowledged that the lifestyle of some of our clergy has been 
a countersign to the holiness expected of the sacerdotal life and 
ministry. He said with sorrow: 


The scandalous behavior of a few has undermined the 
credibility of many (Address to the Bishops of the Philippines, 
Ad Limina Visit, 2003). 


How are ordinary Catholics supposed to react? The Archbishop of 
New York, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, admitted in humility in his blog: 


Popes, cardinals, bishops, priests, deacons, nuns, brothers are 
human. That means we are sinners. Yes, religious leaders are 


people and people sin... 
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Thats why it’ really tragic when a layman leaves Jesus and 
His Church because of a sin, scandal, or slight from a priest 
or bishop (www.blog.archny.org). 


What if the celebrant is not in the state of grace? 








John Hardon, SJ: “The absolution of the priest is valid no 
matter what his moral condition is. Thank God!” 

















St. Jerome has pointed out in his commentary of the Book of 


Malachi 1:7: 


Polluimus corpus Christi, quando indigni accedimus ad 
altare, “We defile the body of Christ whenever we (the priests) 
approach the altar unworthily” (The Principal Works). 


It begs the question: “Why does God allow a bad sacerdos to preside 
over the Sacrifice of His Son?” Or, better, why does God tolerate 
such disgrace? I guess the “mystery” or “enigma” factor comes in— 
again. With profound sorrow, the saints would say how despicable is 
the crime of the sacerdos who celebrates the Holy Mass in mortal sin 
as if the rainbow would not appear forever. Or the salt loses its taste 
and becomes useless. If I were to ask you, you'll say you'd rather not 
attend the Mass celebrated by an unworthy priest. But going back to 
the response of Francis, however, who are we to judge? 


The saints shivered at the thought of a celebrant who is not in the 
state of grace. We read in the life of St. Teresa de Avila that, when 
she was going to Holy Communion one day, she saw with terror a 
devil on each side of the priest who celebrated Mass in the state of 
mortal sin. Centuries before that, St. John Chrysostom has already 
noted that the sacerdos who approaches the altar with a soul stained 
with mortal sin is far worse than the devil (Treatise on the Priesthood). 
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No one sins more grievously than the presbyter who offers the 
sacrifice unworthily. In that case, with due respect, the presbyter does 
something (pardon my word) foolish that causes his own downfall, 
either digging his own grave or burning his bridges. Of course, Jesus’ 
invitation for metanoia, a conversion of the heart, is always there. 
Mercy is a divine prerogative. 


The fact remains, the Seven Sacraments are not just symbols 
or colorful ceremonies. They actually effect what they proclaim, 
whether the celebrant is worthy or not. Ms. Lisa Graas is a Catholic 
convert who doesn't give up so easily. Expressing her stubborn faith 
in God, she wrote: 


My joy was immense, and remains to this day, but especially 
at the Holy Mass. And nothing the priest says in his homily, 
and no sin that any priest anywhere commits can take away 
that joy...” (Catholic Priests are Human Beings, 2010). 


Now I remember one notable instruction coming from both St. 
Pius X (Haerent Animo, 1908) and St. John XXIII (Sacerdotii Nostri 
Primordia, 1959). They said that upon the bishops rests the heavy 
responsibility for the sanctity of their priests. In an equation, it may 


look like “holy bishops equal holy priests!” 


Making himself worthy before the Mass 


The absolution that the presbyter gives is valid no matter what 
his moral condition is. The efficacy of the sacred rites we attend 
Sunday after Sunday does not depend on the holiness of the priest 
because Christ is the main actor in the liturgy and the Holy Spirit is 
the Sanctifier. Okay, we get it, the gift of holiness is entirely God’s 
and His to give. 

But would it be better were the presbyter to fulfill his priestly 
duties only when in the state of grace? I always believe what Pope 
Francis said: 
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The Eucharist... is not a prize for the perfect but a 
powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 47). 


I also admit not unlike our Jesuit pontiff: I too am a sinner and the 
weakest of all men. Hence, in order to repair the chink in my armor 
I go to the Eucharist and avail of a powerful solution to my moral 
problem. But I cannot receive our Eucharistic Lord while in the state 
of mortal sin, can I? 


Therefore, before attending the Mass, when made aware of any 
mortal sin, I exert all efforts to arrive earlier than usual, examine my 
conscience, and go to confession to the same priest who's scheduled to 
celebrate the Mass. It occurs to me sometimes: is it any harder for the 
priest to go to confession than it is for most lay people? Is the duty to 
celebrate the Mass as equal as his duty to be spiritually prepared? 


Granted he is unworthy, should the priest refuse to say Mass for 
the congregation who come to church to fulfill their own obligation 
on a Sunday? The answer is a big NO, he can’t. Go ahead with the 
celebration, a sacred duty for the moment, that’s what he’s going to 
do, celebrate the Mass and immediately afterwards rush to another 
priest to seek absolution for his sins. Definitely, the state of affair is 
between him and God. 


Our only consolation rests in our faith, that the Sacrifice of the 
Mass actualizes the death and resurrection of our dear Lord in the 
here and now, even if the priest celebrating is impious. Let’s say he 
has committed a grave sin prior to the celebration of the Mass, still 
the bread will turn into the Body of Christ and the wine into His 
precious Blood. In the official blog of the Archdiocese of New York, 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan spelled out his position on the subject: 

Our faith is not in popes, cardinals, bishops, priests, or even in 
monsignors.Nope: Our faith is only in Jesus. He and He alone will never 
let us down; He will never sin; He and He alone will never break a 
promise” (www.blog.archny.org). 
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You remember Pope Francis calling our sacerdos an insignificant 
tool bag in the divine hand? Well, the golden tongue of the fourth 
century called himself and other members of the clergy “useless 
servants.” It is neither the preacher nor the confessor who exhorts 
them that makes the faithful advance in virtue and holiness... 


No, it is God who does it all (Treatise on the Priesthood). 
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CHAPTER 11 
PASTORAL CHARITY 


A brave pastor in old pics 
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A wounded soldier pulled himself up by hanging 
on the sacerdotal cassock, as bullets rained from 


every side (courtesy of Dismal Wo 
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always wonder 

what motivation, 

what driving force, 
and what inspiration 
move our episkopoi and 
presbyteroi to accomplish 
the mandate set by our 
dear Lord in the most 
difficult and demanding 
situations, especially in 
the most volatile places 
like Syria, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, or the strangest 
nations on earth like 
North Korea. The 
Congregation for the 
Clergy referred to this 
motive as PASTORAL 
CHARITY (Directory 
for the Ministry and Life 
of Priests,43). 
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One dramatic example of a good shepherd moved by genuine 
pastoral charity is a local priest of Venezuela in the 1960s. Urban war 
was fierce and raging then, and our sacerdos braved the streets amid 
sniper fire, armed only with the ardent desire to serve. Going out of 
his way to administer the last rites to the dying victims of war, you 
can say that he was excessive in his efforts to be helpful, unmindful 
of the harm to himself. But Padre Padillo’s gesture manifested just 
how powerful pastoral charity is. It is nearly blind to all sorts of risks 
and dangers. 

There in the middle of chaos, the Catholic priest performed his 
sacred duties. The photographer Héctor Rondón Lovera, who had 
to lie flat to the ground to avoid getting shot, later confessed that he 


was unsure how he managed to take those pictures. 











- s 
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Performing his sacred duties, Padre Padillo among the wounded and dead soldiers 
(courtesy of Dismal World) 


Like Jesus, Sacerdos et Victima, Padre Padillo showed some sort of 
readiness for the ultimate sacrifice. It goes to show that one is effective 
only when he has patterned his words, actions, and attitudes to that 
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of Christ’s own, then and only then that the Master’s goodness shines 
gloriously in his disciple. Speaking to the pilgrims of Bergamo, 
hometown of St. John XXIII, Francis said it with excitement: 


It is so beautiful to find a priest, a good priest, filled with 
goodness (3 June 2013). 


Ce west pas génie, ni gloire, ni amour qui reflète la grandeur de 
l'âme humaine; cest bonté, the French Dominican Henri-Dominique 
Lacordaire (1802-1861) used to say. 


It is not genius, nor glory, nor love that reflects the greatness 
of the human soul; it is kindness. 


One day, Michelangelo went to visit Raphael in Rome in his 
studio. Unable to find him, Michelangelo stayed a while and saw 
the twelve canvasses where Raphael was going to paint the Twelve 
Apostles. Out of inspiration, Michelangelo drew on one canvass the 
sketch of one of the apostles. Upon his return, Raphael looked at the 


sketch and made this conclusion: “Michelangelo was here.” 


In everything our presbyter says and does, wherever he is, behaving 
exactly like Jesus is second nature. Everyone who saw his action or 
heard him talk, or noticed the footprint of pastoral charity can’t help 
but say: “A Catholic priest was here.” 


Meaning less in doing more 


Author Alexandre Vinet made this downright warning: The broad 
nature of the sacerdotal responsibilities combined with the relative 
freedom given to the cleric to do his duties without someone looking 
over his shoulder lead to two dangerous temptations, namely: to be 
lazy and to exaggerate (Pastoral Theology, 1853). 


My more benign opinion is that, human as he is, either the priest 
is overwhelmed by multiple tasks he is expected to finish or “obsessed 
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with protecting his free time” (Evangelii Gaudium, 81). Laborers 
in the Lord’s vineyard are few and one presbyter wears many 
other hats: fundraiser, construction supervisor, driver, negotiator, 
office administrator, maintenance man, bookkeeper, and preacher 
(Presbyterorum Ordinis,14). 


A few have managed to take the “road to vanity,” getting into tons 
of “business-related” works with special preference for well-heeled 
parishioners. In this case, our presbyter seems to forget what the 
chief butler in the 2003 movie Maid in Manhattan told a hotel maid 
Marissa Ventura, played by Jennifer Lopez: 


We serve the rich, but we are not servants of anyone. We are 
more than what we do. 


Unfortunately, the tool bag remains a tool bag, a poor instrument, 
unable to transcend into the sublime. The clay pot cracks. The man 
of the cloth reduces his ministerial priesthood to strictly functional 
aspect. Here and there our presbyter ensures the completion of 
various tasks which are scheduled on the parish bulletin board, and 
at the end of the day he faces the mirror and asks himself: “Do all 
these make up my entire priestly existence?” 


Functionalism inevitably happens and empties the genuine 
pastoral charity of its evangelical content (cf. Directory for the Ministry 
and Life of Priests, 44). Doing-more has become meaning-less! The 
presbyter suffers from being spread too thinly and his persona is too 
preoccupied with on-the-go services (Schéch, Super-priests and 21" 
Century Challenges, 2009). The Bishop of Rome saw it differently. 


He wrote: 


The problem is not always an excess of activity, but rather 
an activity undertaken badly, without adequate motivation, 
without a spirituality which would permeate it (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 82). 
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It is just him and God before the Blessed Sacrament, a situation 
akin to that of the naked Adam in the Garden of Eden. He, just he, 
is now alone with YHWH. The presbyter makes an attempt to pray 
to get closer to Jesus and urges himself: “t5 better to try and fail than 
fail to try.” The next day will be another day to wear several hats and 
become busy again—and in the parish “it’s business as usual.” 


Interior life: the first to go 


Talking heart to heart to our episkopoi and presbyteroi one Holy 
Thursday, our dear Francis said: 


... Out into the deep of the contemporary world, the only 
thing that counts is “unction,” not function, and the nets 
which overflow with fish are those cast solely in the name of 
the One in whom we have put our trust: Jesus (Homily at 
Chrism Mass, 2013). 


Unction (anointing) is equal to a profound interior life abandoned 
in Christ, the source of all holiness. Supposedly, the presbyter is called 
to be a man of unction, “a contemplative in action,” and (kindly 
pay attention) it’s the only way our presbyter can ANNOUNCE 
CHRIST IN A CREDIBLE WAY. 


Function without unction is nothing. To spread oneself too 
thinly without depth is mada. The seminary and all seminars teach 


this, that “action without prayer is dead.” That the problem persists 
is due to the difficulty of translating theory into praxis, yet again, 
the challenge of putting the beautiful idea into life. Poignant as it is, 
when our sacerdos gets busier with multiple tasking, the first thing to 
go is the interior life (unction). It’s the moment when his seemingly 
solid prayer life turns liquid and evaporates. 


When the parish ministry turns hectic, tough, and demanding, 
our prayerful priest now cuts corners in his meditation. The wise 
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counsel of St. Charles Borromeo to keep his mind fixed on God is 
ignored: 


If the tiniest spark of divine love has been lit in you, then do 


not throw it away nor expose it to the icy wind... (cited by 
Ratzinger. Life and Ministry of Priests, 1995) 


Our sacerdos appears to be guilty, juggling three or four things 
at the same time, like solving crossword puzzle in the middle of 
a conversation with someone via the omnipresent I-phone while 
attending a pastoral meeting. He learns the art of praying the Holy 
Hour, while simultaneously doing problem-solving, planning, and 
homily prep—and every minute he picks up his “cellphone that 
buzzes like a drunk bumblebee” (Daniel Burke). And soon, it feels as 
if the well runs dry and the “tiniest spark of divine love” gone. 


It’s really tongue in cheek, even humorous, that our presbyter 
comes to us, his closest friends, and opens up to say he feels a lack 
of God-experience, that he experiences no thirst for any kind of 
divine dialogue, and that all he has is function divested of unction. 
Regarding this, the future Benedict XVI has left us an aide memoire: 


A ministry without spirituality is an empty activism... We 
have less need of discussion and greater need of prayer. 


Then he gave his humorless admonition: 


Not a few priests who began their mission with the greatest 
idealism, ended in failure because of the hesitation about 
spirituality (Life and Ministry of Priests, 1995). 


Archbishop Charles Borromeo 


The first words our Blessed Lord said were “Come...and see” 
(John 1:38-39). His last instruction was “Go...Go out to the whole 
world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). His 
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first words are closely related to unction, one’s interior life and 
the practice of contemplation, while his last words are related to 
function, preaching, and witnessing. Thus the Church embrace 
the ancient formula of ora et labora, prayer and labor, trusting that 
one is incomplete without the other. 


The trouble with today’s clergy, complained the venerable Fulton 
Sheen, is that there are more “go-go’s” and less “come-come’s.” The 
modern priest is prone to attend a lot of meetings without the 
“glow” that comes from the intimacy with the Master. One seminary 
formator once told Pope Francis: 


Evangeliser, on le fait à genoux, “evangelization is done on 
ones knees.” 


Our pontiff repeated it in his homily before a group of seminarians 
and novices, and the Holy Father added: 


Lf we look towards Jesus, we see that prior to any important 
decision or event he recollected himself in intense and 


prolonged prayer (Homily, 7 July 2013). 


How can our priest forget this basic tenet of Christianity? That any 
pastoral action the Christian undertakes without prayer is worthless. 
The priest himself would preach that a Christian without interior 
life resembles a fish out of the water: It dies, dries, and gets fried. The 
saints of the past and today’s great pastors of the Church know the 
import of the warning the Congregation for the Clergy gave: 


Any pastoral initiative, missionary program, or effort at 
evangelization that eschews the primacy of spirituality and 
divine worship is doomed to failure (The Priest, Pastor, and 
Leader of the Parish Community, 2002). 


And drawing up from his personal experience, St. Charles 
Borromeo offered this sound advice: 
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Is your task the care of souls? Do not neglect your own care 
and do not spend yourself on others so completely that you 
have nothing left for yourself... Stay quiet with God. Do not 
spend your time in useless chatter (cited in Life and Ministry 
of Priests, 1995). 


The holy archbishop himself struggled to become a contemplative 
in action, focused in God and super-dedicated to his ministry. He 
was incredibly consumed only by two objectives, the greater glory 
of God and the care of souls. Overly-exhausted, worn-out, and 
melting like a paschal candle at the end of the Easter Season, with 
the fragrance of holiness, the Patron of Seminarians died in his mid- 
life, at forty six. 


Not the physical church 


The historico-cultural value of a 400-year old church matters a 
lot. In fact, the civilized world was distraught when the principal 
structural heritage in Bohol, Cebu, and Iloilo were reduced to 
rubbles. The Philippines received official communications from the 
Vatican, the United States, from the United Nations, and the whole 
world sighed after the 7.3 earthquake hit us: Que lastima! 


But that event has a message: All material things will come to pass. 
The 2013 earth-shaking catastrophe was also telling our episkopoi 
and presbyteroi to relegate the careful maintenance concerning 
church buildings and the details of fundraising and repair to the 
lay professionals. There are more overriding tasks, and the Supreme 
Pontiff himself spoke of the urgency to shift from restoration and 
conservation to more important priorities: 


We ‘cannot passively and calmly wait in our church 
buildings.” We need to move “from a pastoral ministry of 
mere conservation to a decidedly missionary pastoral ministry” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 15). 
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The ninety-nine good sheep are already inside the church and 
the pastor supposedly has to go after the one gone astray and, by 
the way, there are tens of millions of Catholic Filipinos gone astray. 
The “decidedly missionary pastoral ministry” means looking for those 
“disconnected” Catholics and walking with the lost sheep. 


It's hard to appreciate a historical architecture when the person 
who’s supposed to appreciate it is famished in body and spirit or 
does not even care to enter. What’s the value of so many age-old 
cathedrals and basilicas in Europe when most of the time they’re 
closed for faith celebrations and open only for tourism purposes. 


Of course, we need to keep our churches clean and tidy—as always. 
But the signs of the times are directing us to give more quality time 
not so much to the physical structure made of adobe and gravel, 
statues sculptured out of ivory, and the altar painted with gold, but 
to real people, particularly the marginalized and the un-churched. 


Pope Francis was given a choice to visit the Philippines. He chose 
a pastoral visit to the typhoon and earthquake-devastated regions 
and to meet the victims in January 2015 over the International 
Eucharistic Congress scheduled in 2016. What does it tell us? 


What to say to our donors? 


Home Depot's billionaire founder, Kenneth Langone, once 
complained to Timothy Cardinal Dolan of New York that the 
Holy Father’s criticism of capitalism as “the new tyranny” was 
rather offensive and was endangering philanthropic aid to restore 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral at a cost of $180 million (The Guardian, 9 
March 2014). What could be a ready answer to such complaint? 


Saying that Mother Church is forever grateful to her rich donors 
might be a good start, but not to be missed is to broadcast publicly 
that the social dimension of private property and the preferential 
option for the most deprived are a social teaching (talk) that the 
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Church should walk, following the footsteps of Jesus. Reality check 
leads us to a sad conclusion that a humongous percentage (99 
percent) of today’s goods and resources of the earth is owned and/ 
or controlled by a tiny percentage (roughly .0001) of the population 
of roughly 7,000,000,000 human beings. Only one percent is 
subdivided among the remaining population (the poor), while the 
poorest among the poor owns absolutely nothing. 


Our episkopoi and presbyteroi should impress upon the billionaires 
and millionaires that the right to private property is not an absolute 
right because it is conditioned by the basic needs of others. The 
neediest person who takes something from the affluent is taking 
only what rightfully belongs to him and his right to a life worthy 
of a human person is more fundamental and inviolable than the 
personal right to property. And when a rich person gives something 


to the Lord’s poor, St. Ambrose said: 


You are handing over to him what is his. For what has been 
given in common for the use of all, you have arrogated to 
yourself (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 69; Populorum Progressio, 22; 
Puebla documents). 


The rich and the famous should hear our episkopoi and 
presbyteroi say that the most fundamental principle of the universal 
destination of the earthly goods remains primordial. St. John Paul 
II said it’s a “social mortgage,” which means all the material goods 
of the earth are NOT MEANT TO BE OWNED AND USED BY 
A POWERFUL FEW but, on the contrary, that God created all 
these for the use of all residents of this planet, especially the poor 
(Solicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987). 


To ignore them would mean becoming like the “rich man” 
who pretended not to know the beggar Lazarus lying at his 
gate (cf. Luke 16:19-31). 


Chapter 11 e PASTORAL CHARITY 221 


Besides, it’s also a sacred duty to remind the wealthy once in a 
while that the “idolatry of money” is indeed terribly wrong. “How 
can it be that it is not a news item when an elderly homeless person dies 
of exposure; Pope Francis asked, “but it is news when the stock market 
loses two points?” (Evangelii Gaudium, 53). 


We're not saying that billionaires and millionaires are bad people. 
But all this talk is nothing unless the Church shows the way and the 
billionaires and millionaires themselves care and actually share their 
wealth to the neediest. Never mind the restoration and conservation 
of the dazzling St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The Lord’s poor is first and 
more important (cf. Mathew 25:31-46; Luke 1:52f). 


No to pastoral customs 


In the 1960s, when the Second Vatican Council was formulating 
its mission-vision for a parish, the conciliar fathers were thinking 
of a “decidedly missionary” community centered on the Eucharist, 
with the sacerdos and the laity supposedly co-responsible for the 
well-being of the Church. Hurray, a grand pastoral strategy in the 
making! But after fifty years, Benedict XVI admitted in all honesty 
that the dream is unfulfilled: 


Too many of the baptized do not feel part of the ecclesial 
community and live on its margins, only coming to 


parishes in certain circumstances to receive religious services 
(Address to Rome Diocese, May 2009). 


Filipino parishes are “often seen as sacramental filling stations” and 
little else John L. Allen, Jr., 2004). In the new millennium, tens of 
millions of Filipinos, baptized in their infancy, register themselves 
as Catholics during census but do not enter the church at all. We 
realize that many of us are less evangelized, do not understand the 
difference between Immaculate Conception and the Virgin Birth, 
the difference between Ascension and Assumption, and do not 
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memorize the name of our local ordinary, and maybe the name of 
the priest who baptized us! 


Sad to say, many of us do not care at all! And what turned off 
many Catholics? Pope Francis answered: the “eighth sacrament!” 
Then he gave two anecdotes to explain what he meant by pastoral 
customs as the eighth sacrament (Homily, 25 May 2013). 


1. Matrimony. The Holy Father told us the encounter of young 
couple with a parish secretary. “Good morning, the two of us, we 
want to get married,’ the couple declared. And instead of saying, 
“Thats great!” the secretary said: “Oh, well, have a seat. If you 
want the Mass, it costs a lot ...” Instead of rejoicing with them 
saying: “It is a good thing to get married!” the couple got this 
response: “Do you have the certificate of baptism? All right ...” 
Everything was pastoral customs! 


The Bishop of Rome acknowledged that a “Christian has the ability 
to open a door, thanking God for this fact of a new marriage,’ but instead 
the secretary closed the door. “There is always a temptation,” observed 
our Holy Father in sorrow, “to try and take possession of the Lord.” 


2. Baptism. Our dear pontiff narrated the second anecdote: Think 
about a single mother who went to church, in the parish office, 
and to the secretary she said: “J want my child baptized.” And then 
the secretary replied: “No, you cannot because youre not married!” 
And the Holy Father made this comment with despondency: 


But look: This girl who had the courage to carry her pregnancy 
and not to return her son to the sender. What is it? A closed door! 
This is not zeal! It is far from the Lord! It does not open doors! 


And His Holiness was the opposite of excited: “But Jesus instituted 
the seven sacraments, (and) with this attitude, we are establishing the 
eighth: the sacrament of pastoral customs! Jesus is indignant when He 
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sees these things” because those who suffer are “His faithful people, the 
people that He loves so much.” 


He even likened the Church to an emergency tent-hospital out 
on the streets, tending to the dying and injured during calamities, 
in which pastoral charity and mercy are overflowing. For this very 
reason, when asked about religious formation our Holy Father 
answered back: 


We must think of the People of God in all of this. Just think 
of the religious who have hearts that are as sour as vinegar; 
they are not made for the people. In the end we must not form 


administrators, managers but fathers, brothers, traveling 
companions (“Wake Up the World” in La Civilta Cattolica). 


On the day of his election to the papacy, Cardinal Bergoglio 
received the divine call to repair, heal, revitalize, recharge, and renew 
the Catholic Church, obviously not the St. Peter’s Basilica inside the 
Vatican City but the universal Church, the pilgrim People of God. 
As a builder, Francis focused all his energy accompanying wounded 
pilgrims on their “journey of faith.” It means the un-churched, the 
nominal Catholics, the “disconnected,” and all of us. 


His Holiness will move mountains to get closer to his flock or die 
trying, as he insisted at one point that the hierarchy is established to 
serve the majority: 


Lay people are, put simply, the vast majority of the people 
of God. The minority-the ordained ministers—are at their 
service (Evangelii Gaudium, 102). 


Spend more time with God’s people 


Our Mother Church, more than ever, has to address the QQQQ 
(quintessential question of quality over quantity). Something is telling 
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us that our bishops and priests face a tremendous job ahead searching 
for the ninety-nine! In his apostolic exhortation, Francis was the 
opposite of happy when he saw how certain clerics, instead of spending 
more time in search of the lost sheep, are so detached from them: 


We waste time talking about “what needs to be done’-in 
Spanish we call this the sin of “habriaquetsmo’—like spiritual 
masters and pastoral experts who give instructions from on high. 


We indulge in endless fantasies and we lose contact with the real 
lives and difficulties of our people (Evangelii Gaudium, 96). 


What the Holy Father was saying is that, when the flock is 
confused or disenchanted, there’s no time for erudite discussions 
and exchange of fine palabras. For him what is significant is to reach 
out, go out into the frontiers, pour out mercy, lots of mercy, heal the 
wounds, provide affection, invite them to come back, and pause to 
listen, really listen to what non-practicing Catholics are saying. His 
Holiness remembered so well the presbyteroi who “walked along,” 
got in touch with the real lives of his people, and the pope was so 
happy to tell the story: 


It is beautiful! When I think of the parish priests who knew 
the names of their parishioners, who went to visit them; even 
as one of them told me: “I know the name of each family’s 
dog” (Address. Pastoral Visit to Assisi, 4 October 2013). 


In one of his talks to his brother bishops in Rome, a group which 
included our very own Cardinal Tagle, the Supreme Pontiff urged 
them, as pastors, to have the “odor of sheep,” and like Jesus the 
Good Shepherd to walk and stay in the midst of the flock, to be 


always present in the diocese... 


And steer clear of the scandal of being ‘airport bishops”! 
(19 September 2013). 
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True enough, when the spiritual leader (our Moses) is always 
there, we the lay faithful are glad, in fact, very glad. We grow, we 
glow, and ready to go. On the other hand, when he seems distant or 
absent or “missing in action,” we look for him and we start to ask 
many questions. 

Today, Francis as Bishop of Rome harbored immense faith that 
the parish community possesses great flexibility and he insisted 
that the Church, so alive, should refuse to become “an outdated 
institution.” Hope is his only strength. The Successor of Peter’s words 
were thought-provoking: 


This presumes that it (the Church) really is in contact with 
the homes and the lives of its people, and does not become a 
useless structure out of touch with people or a self-absorbed 
group made up of a chosen few (Evangelii Gaudium, 28). 


Avoid getting out of touch. His Holiness urged our dear episkopoi 
and presbyteroi to “walk with the flock,” particularly with the ninety- 
nine lost sheep, identifying who they are, 


Sharing in their joys and hopes, their difficulties and 
sufferings... Walking together demands love and ours is a 
‘service of love,” amoris officium, as St. Augustine used to say. 


The ninety-nine lost sheep include Catholics worldwide 
who disagree with the Church’s basic teachings on abortion, 
contraception, divorce, and remarriage, as surveyed by Bendixen & 
Amandi International, in anticipation for the 2014 Synod of Bishops 
on Family. Pope Francis, “the World’s Parish Priest,” explained what 
he meant by “walking with the flock:” 


Walking in front of them, showing them the way; walking in 
their midst, to strengthen them in unity; walking behind them, 
to make sure no one gets left behind (19 September 2013). 
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Our Holy Father gave our episkopoi and presbyteroi the same 
mandate St. Francis received from our crucified Lord in the neglected 
and rundown San Damiano chapel: “Go and rebuild my Church.” 
Go and reach out! Go and perform the miracle of the Apostles that 
made millions believe in Jesus again! 


Prioritization of functions 








People want to know: What exactly does a parish priest do? 
“Try not to be defensive when someone wants to know what you 
do all week... Help them understand the nature of your calling” 
(from the book Pastoral Theology by Alexandre Vinet, 1853). 




















On the day of ordination, the bishop asked the future priest: 


Do you resolve to celebrate faithfully and reverently, in 

accord with the Church’ tradition, the mysteries of Christ, 

especially the sacrifice of the Eucharist and the sacrament of 
reconciliation, for the glory of God and the sanctification of 
the Christian people? 


The sacerdotal office is invented by our dear Lord to prolong and 
make operative His work of redemption. Yes, the priesthood has 
evolved, definitely, but the priestly priorities do not change with 
time. The keys of authority given to our episkopoi and presbyteroi 
today are the same keys of authority given to the Apostles in the 
beginning. The mission is the same original and fundamental 
mission: “to teach (prophetic), to sanctify (priestly) and to govern 
(as shepherd).” 


Our dear Lord invented the priesthood not for itself but for others, 
to make available the grace and gift of Father’s love, especially to the 


Chapter 11 e PASTORAL CHARITY 227 


million baptized souls who no longer attend the Sunday Mass, so 
that at the end every man, woman, and child of every nation could 
sing in harmony Gloria in excelsis Deo! 


SERVICE. All his training has been focused on one thing: servant 
leadership. His principal functions are directly related to the very 
essence of priesthood and that more quality time should be spent for 
them. And it is logical that less time should be allocated for those 
secondary functions, although it might be that our sacerdos may 
confuse secondary functions with the major issues of high priorities. 


The multiplicity of his daily responsibilities, in any case, cannot 
obscure priestly priorities and “the only necessary thing” (Luke 10:42). 
For instance, how can our sacerdos ignore the sacred duty towards 
the sick members of his flock as one big priority, considered to be 
both urgent and important? 


Holy Viaticum for the sick is not to be delayed too long; those 
who have the care of souls are to be zealous and vigilant that 
they are nourished by Viaticum while they are fully conscious 
(Codex luris Canonici, canon 922). 


Our Polish pontiff has set seven pastoral priorities: Holiness, 
prayer, the Sunday celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist, the 
Sacrament of Penance, the primacy of grace, and listening to and 
proclaiming the Word. From John Paul II’s Novo Millennio Inuente 
(2001) and other papal teachings, I list the nine principal functions 
of the sacerdos who is engaged in the cura animarum, “the care of 
souls,” particularly in a parish assignment: 


1. Celebration of the Eucharist (only the priest can perform) 

2. Hearing confessions (only the priest can perform) 

3. Personal visits to the aged and anointing of the sick (only the 
priest can perform) 
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4, Celebration of other sacraments (baptism and matrimony may 
also be ministered by deacons) 


5. Preaching the W.O.G., preparation of the homily, catechetical 
instruction of children, and religious instruction of adults 
(prophetic duties). For Georges E. R. Gilson, Bishop of Le Mans, 
to deliver the homily would be second among the priority tasks 
of the priests of the third millennium (The Priest and Preaching 
the Homily, 1995). 


6. Personal prayer, daily meditation, retreat and recollection for 
oneself 


Providing spiritual direction and counseling for others 
8. Home visitation and pastoral care of family 


Work for the poor and the needy. 


One concrete resolution may be derived from this, which our 
shepherd cannot miss, id est, more priestly time should be spent 
for principal functions. This concrete resolution is derived from the 
most basic question arising from our discussion: If the priest does 
not accomplish those primary sacerdotal functions, WHO WILL? 
WHO CAN? (cf. Chapter 3, Can We Get to Heaven without Priests?). 


KPIs for parish priests 


From the list of the principal functions, I introduce a sample of 
corresponding KRAs, key result areas, and KPIs, key performance 
indicators for the use of our busy presbyter, who could utilize 
the list during a retreat or a recollection. The bishop may add 
or change some KPIs as desired (see the one-page self-evaluation 
sample sheet, where the highest score for 27 KPIs times 10 merit- 
points is 270). 

The following are the secondary functions of a cleric assigned in 
a parish: 
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1. Parish administration (maintenance, finances, human resources, 
fiesta preparation, meetings, etc) 

2. School administration 

3. Diocesan management 

4. Church construction and supervision (fund-raising, engineering, 
specialized meetings, etc) 


5. Social functions 


Because those secondary functions are not directly related neither 
to the essence of the Holy Priesthood nor to his priestly identity, the 
priest may delegate them to the most qualified lay Christifideles. 2014 
was declared by the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
as the Year of the Laity precisely to put emphasis on co-responsibility. 


I recall how a former Rector of Quiapo Minor Basilica appointed lay 
persons as parish administrators to do non-sacerdotal tasks, a decision 
that turned out to work effectively. It gave the good Rector more time 
to attend to his principal functions. Our episkopoi and presbyteroi can 
do the same in accord with the mind of Benedict XVI: 


It is necessary to improve pastoral structures in such a way that 
the co-responsibility is gradually promoted... This demands a 
change in mindset, particularly concerning lay people. They 
must no longer be viewed as “collaborators” of the clergy, but 
truly recognized as “co-responsible” for the Churchs being and 
action’ (Address to Rome Diocese, May 2009). 


Once Christifideles laici are entrusted with secondary functions 
and co-responsibility is allowed to sink in (definitely, all this takes 
time), our bishops and priests can focus on their principal duties. 
The presbyter will do well to disown what Rachel Dawes told Bruce 
Wayne in the movie Batman Begins: “Its not who you are underneath 
but what you do that defines you.” On the contrary, the priestly identity 
is underneath, invisible, unseen. It is unction and not function. 


230 Pope Francis, the Catholic Bishop, and the Priest 


The man of the cloth who knows his priorities is like Mary who 
can sit down and do “the only necessary thing’ (Luke 10:42), not the 
appearance of faux interior life but a genuine, deep, and peaceful 
close encounter with Jesus. Our beloved Polish pontiff called this 
plainly the “PRIORITY OF HOLINESS.” 
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ONE-PAGE PERSONAL EVALUATION SHEET (SAMPLE) 


PRINCIPAL FUNCTIONS OF A PRIEST IN NEW EVANGELIZATION 





KRA 


1. Celebration of the Eucharist 


. Hearing confessions 


. Home visits to the aged and 
anointing of the sick 


. Celebration of other 


sacraments 


. Catechism and religious 


instruction 


. Personal prayer, confession, 
retreat, and recollection 


for oneself 


. Spiritual direction and 
counseling for others 


. Home visitation and pastoral 
care for the family 


. Work for the poor and 
the needy 


KPI 1-10 


1. Is liturgy (lectors, readings, hymns, sound system, etc) 
well prepared? Hosts are new and crisp? 


2. Are liturgical vestments, sacred vessels, altar linens, 
candles, and physical surroundings clean? 


Meditation before and after the Holy Mass? 
Is the homily well prepared? 


Is there a regular schedule for confession? 


SpE) e 


Always available for confession? Even without 
appointment? 


= 


Patient attitude waiting for penitents to come? 


8. Is there a regular schedule for such visits, especially for 


the non-active ones? 
9. Close coordination with lay coordinators/units? 
10. Proactive to perform this duty, not passive ? 
11. Is catechetical and spiritual preparation adequate? 
12. Time spent to encourage lax Catholics to become active? 


13. Are you personally involved in the catechism of children 
and the youth? Weekly? 


14, Is there curriculum and syllabus being followed? 
15. Are lay catechists in public schools well prepared? 


16. Are you personally involved in adult religious education? 
Bible studies? Hours per week? 


17. How much time is dedicated to daily prayer? Holy 
Hours, meditation, bible and spiritual reading? 

18. Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament? 

19. How many of your past resolutions are done? 

20. Did you go to confession during a recollection? 

21. How much time do you spend for these activities? 

22. Prep such as review of theology and spiritual readings to 
respond to questions? 

23. Is there a regular schedule for such visits? 

24. Is there preferential option for poor families? 

25. How much time spent to talk to non-practicing ones? 


26. Do you personally meet the poor and listen 
to their needs? 


27. Do you personally offer assistance to the poor? 


CHAPTER 12 


THE EUCHARIST 
AND GOD’S GLORY 


Tens of millions 


ne Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey came out 
() with one interesting finding, among others, that weekly 

church attendance has significantly gone down from a 
high of 64 percent in 1991 to a low of 37 percent in February 2013. 
Catholic evangelist Bo Sanchez posted in his blog: “Only 15% of 
Catholics go to Mass on Sundays. So if there are 8.5 million Catholics 
in Metro Manila, that means there are 6.7 million Catholics who no 
longer go to their parishes” (cf. bosanchez.ph). Everyone was asking: Is 
this indicative of a looming crisis of faith among Filipino Catholics? 


For the longest time, the “quintessential question of quality over 
quantity” (QQQQ) was nagging the Philippine bishops (CBCP), 


and the problem has always been considered “very serious.” 


Issues are twofold: One, a huge number of the baptized who claim 
to be Filipino Catholics ignores Sunday celebrations altogether and 
they are in tens of millions. And two, is going to Mass every Sunday 
a manifestation of the Catholic faith in the Holy Eucharist? Are 
those who go to Mass understand their faith in the Real Presence? 
On the other hand, can anyone remain a good Catholic if he thinks 
the Eucharist is merely a “symbolic reminder” of Jesus? 


Of the Catholic faithful who attend the Mass, observed Cindy 
Woody, there are those who do so depending on who’s celebrating. 
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And she added what she noticed what some Filipino priests were 
doing (just one subjective observation, of course): “There is LESS 
REVERENCE in the CONSECRATED RITE, spending 15-20 
minutes homily singing, and entertaining people with jokes and stories 
give them the sense of concentrating to the PRIEST rather than to the 
EUCHARIST” (Catholic News Service, 2011). 


What about the million devotees of the Black Nazarene who 
appear to manifest unexplainable, almost fanatic, desire for the statue 
rather than for the Holy Eucharist? Many of those at the Quirino 
Grandstand appear not to understand that the mulatto statue is a 
sheer representation (therefore a mere symbol) and the Holy Mass 
is the Real Presence of our Señor Nazareno. Its hard to tell, really, 
and we respect the lively and sometimes entertaining expression of 
the Filipino brand of popular religiosity. But a much tougher job 
is ahead for our bishops and priests, as indicated by the Rector of 
Quiapo Minor Basilica. 


Is it symbolic or Real Presence? 


In one New York Times poll, about 70 percent of all American 
Catholics in the age group 18 to 44 believe the Eucharist is merely 
a “symbolic reminder” of Jesus (cited in Index of Leading Catholic 
Indicators, 2002). 


It’s easy to understand when the secular mind asks the theological 
question: “Will God really obey the priest and make present the 
divinity and humanity, soul and body of Jesus our Savior, really 
present, in the form of the Bread in the Eucharist?” It’s because the 
Real Presence is beyond the secular mind! However, it’s a different 
story when Catholics themselves are saying that the Eucharist is not 
actually real but merely symbolic. 


Again, how poignant it is to watch million devotees acting and 
behaving as if the Eucharist is symbolic and the statue of the Black 
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Nazarene is what matters most. In this case, has popular religiosity 
trampled the pillar of our Catholic faith, which is the Holy Eucharist? 


The angels in a hurry descend from heaven, kneel beside the 
altar, ready to worship, and expect solemnity from those who 
believe. There’s unleaven bread and grape wine moments before 
the consecration. The main celebrant is the Archbishop of Manila, 
with about thirty priests concelebrating. When the good Cardinal 
(in unison with his deputies) says the consecratory prayer, Hoc est 
Corpus Meum, “This is My Body,” the bread becomes the living Body 
of Christ. Then he prays, “This is the Chalice of my Blood,” the 
grape wine becomes the precious Blood of Christ. Truly, really, and 
not just symbolically! The Filipino faithful supposedly would kneel 
down in awe, in submission, in /atria, in adoration, in worship— 
because God is present! 


“Faith that sees,” oculata fides, knows that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the living God, is Really Present at that very moment at the center 
stage of the Quirino Grandstand. St. Gregory the Great captured the 
mystery in these words: 


Who doubts that at the very hour of immolation, at that voice 
of the priest, the heavens are opened and the choirs of angels 
are present at that mystery of Jesus Christ? (Regula pastoralis). 


We shall leave to the dogmatists the task to answer the secular 
mind’s other questions: “How does it happen? And what is 
transubstantiation?” Right now, the most central concern is to repeat 
with all conviction that the priest makes the Real Presence possible 
and no one else can accomplish that. No king, no genius, not even 
the will of a thousand good men, or the combined efforts of a whole 
nation, can substitute for the power of a priest’s words: “This is My 


Body... This is the Chalice of My Blood.” 


Regardless of what the 70 percent of all American Catholics—and 
millions of Filipinos at the Rizal Park—think, REAL PRESENCE 
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is the opposite of what is symbolic and figurative. And what’s more 
amazing is that, on the level of faith, God obeys the priest. If only 
this could be properly explained and properly understood. Yes, 
there’s a tougher job ahead for our bishops, priests, and catechists, 
and I agree with the good Rector of Quiapo. 








“The Holy See has repeated forthright statements on the sacred 
vestments to be worn for the offering of the Mass. I've attended 
the Divine Service where angels would weep to see how the 
priest or priests were undressed at the altar. They would show 
more respect to a policeman than to the Son of God” (John A. 
Hardon, SJ. Humility and Obedience in the Priest. 1998). 














That Holy Thursday when priests were born 


Right now, we can identify the Holy Priesthood with many 
splendor things. The priest may be a great pastor like Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales, a teacher like John Bosco, a counselor like Pablo 
Fernandez, OP, exorcists like Candido Amantini and Gabriele 
Amorth, or spiritual writers like Thomas Merton and Jose Maria 
Escriva, an administrator like Virgilio Dagohoy, OP, a missionary 
like Joseph Freinademetz, or an executive director like Melvin Castro 
of the Episcopal Commission onFamily and Life. 


However, if we delve deeper and seek the raison d’étre of why 
a priest is a priest, we can surmise in seconds that the man is 
consecrated by God because of the Eucharist, which “is at the very 
heart of the theology of the priesthood” (John Paul II, 1995). 


Among his most thoughtful writings are his annual “Letters to 
Priests,” especially his treatises on the Holy Eucharist. St. John Paul II 
would remind our clergy year after year that the Holy Eucharist and the 
Holy Priesthood were born during the Last Supper of Jesus. He wrote 
with great assurance, as if talking to his deputies one by one: “At the 
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Last Supper we were born as priests.” The two sacraments are inseparable. 


Without the priesthood there would be no Eucharist 
and without the Eucharist there would be no priesthood 
(Holy Thursday, 2004). 


If we cut the heart of the priest, the Holy Father was wont to say, 
we shall see in the middle of it the Eucharist, the reason for its being, 
its foundation, and the main artery where “divine life” is pumped in 
and out of humankind. The Church expires without the Eucharist, 
and the Holy Priesthood breaks down without the Eucharist. 


The Council of Trent (Session XX) solemnly said so. The council 
asserted that the Catholic Church lives from the Eucharist, Ecclesia 
de Eucharistia vivit, and the same thing can be said about the 
ministerial priesthood: It is born, it lives, works, breathes, and bears 


fruit de Eucharistia (John Paul I. Gift and Mystery). 


How dearly John Henry Newman loved the Catholic Church, 
and how grateful he was when finally he was accepted unto her fold. 
How intense was Newman’s love for the Eucharist, to think he was 
a convert from the Anglican Church before becoming a Catholic 
priest and later a cardinal! Awed by the fact that the priest, day by 
day, offers up the Immaculate Lamb of God and holds in his hands 
the Incarnate Word, Newman asked the priest what devil could stop 
him from adoring God above all: 


Who is to make you fear? What is to startle you? What to 
seduce you? Who is to stop you, whether you are to suffer or not? 
(Meditations and Devotions, 1893). 








“O, how great is the priest! ... If he realized what he is, he 
would die... God obeys him: He utters a few words and the 
Lord descends from heaven at his voice, to be contained within 
a small host” (Père Jean-Marie Vianney). 
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What made Protestants believe? 


As usual and quite predictably, what catches the Protestant’s 
curiosity is the bickering light beside the tabernacle. And almost 
automatically he would ask why Catholics do genuflect before the 
Blessed Sacrament. What he sees is a physical sign of worship, /atria 
in Greek, which is an external manifestation of adoration. God is 
there, and we genuflect in adoration. 


Once explained and understood, the Real Presence is always the 
reason of conversion for our Protestant brothers and sisters. Faustina 
Marie, in her blog, wrote: “J have spent many years in the Protestant 
faith. My reason for coming back and for attending Mass is the Eucharist.” 


Another convert, Randy Hain, narrated his appreciation of the 
Eucharist: 


I feel blessed to understand and appreciate the True Presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist since my conversion to the 
Church in 2006. My family and I come to Mass for the 
Eucharist and if by chance we hear a good homily it is a 
bonus, but it is not necessary or even good to simply be 
“entertained” (integratedcatholiclife.org, 2011). 


Calling himself a grateful convert, Kevin Lowry wrote in his blog: 
“T discovered the Church from the outside, and could never leave. When 
I was a kid, my father (a Presbyterian minister) was expected to preach 
45-minute sermons. They were great sermons—insightful, practical, and 
scriptural. Yet he too became a Catholic for one reason: the Eucharist” 
(gratefulconvert.com, 2011). 


In his letter to priests, our saintly Polish pontiff put in plain words 
the Catholic faith in the Real Presence: 


If we feel moved before the Christmas crib, when we 
contemplate the Incarnation of the Word, what must we feel 
before the altar where, by the poor hands of the priest, Christ 


makes his Sacrifice present in time? In the here and now! 
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We can only fall to our knees and silently adore this supreme 
mystery of faith (John Paul IT, Letter to Priests, 2004). 


Ms. Lisa Graas was honest to say she remains a Catholic even in 
the midst of scandals involving some clergy and the reason she gave 
is faith in the Real Presence: 


I cannot even get my mind around why there is a propensity 
on the part of so many to act as if the whole world is crumbling 
because priests and bishops are sinners... or who act as if the 
Church is evil because some priests have sinned. Jesus is in the 
tabernacle: Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity (Catholic Priests 
are Human Beings, 2010). 


The Fathers of the Church did not hesitate to say there is nothing 
less of a miraculous change taking place on the altar than what took 
place in the womb of Mary at the moment of the Incarnation. Before 
Our Lady pronounced the word, there was no Christ on earth. The 
moment she did, Fiat voluntas tua, “not my will but yours be done,” 


Jesus took dwelling in her body, “and the Word was made flesh.” 


Hezuk, a Zoroastrian turned Catholic, revealed how he fell in love 
with the beauty of our Catholic faith, our devotion to the Virgin 
Mary, and the intercession of the saints. He added that, most of all: 
“The Mass fascinated me without end... The Mass is the heart of my 
conversion and my priestly vocation” (Asia News, 2011). 


God obeys him 


The saints took it to heart as the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophecy. They believed that Prophet Malachi alluded to the Holy 
Eucharist when he prophesied: “From the rising of the sun even to its 
setting...they bring sacrifice to my name and a pure offering” (1:11). 


The saints who were ordained first and then canonized later, all 
of them have profound devotion to the Eucharist. When celebrating 
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the Mass, each of them could not forget how God has colored his life 
in lovely shades he'd never seen before, as if God has put a rainbow 
in his bedroom door, as if heaven was near, as if he heard the angels 
sang. Philip Neri (1515-1595), Joseph of Copertino (1603-1663), 
Paul of the Cross (1694-1775), Francis de Sales (1567-1622) and 
many other holy bishops and priests were always in love with our 
Eucharistic Lord, and were occasionally rapt in ecstasy during the 
Eucharistic celebration. 


The sublimity of the Mass just transported them into Shangri-la. 
Awed without end by the thought that God obeyed him, St. John 
Paul II humbly professed in public: 


The Holy Mass is the absolute center of my life and of every 
day of my life (1995). 


For Benedict XVI, the Sacrifice of the Mass is a complete 
prayer of adoration addressed to God the Father: “The Eucharistic 
Celebration is the greatest and highest act of prayer” (2009 Homily 
during Ordination). 


Actually, I first heard it from my late father (Antonio), a lay 
minister, an active member of the Legion of Mary and a daily Mass- 
goer, who said that the Mass is the best way to love and adore God, 
to intercede for the poor souls in purgatory, to beg for mercy, to 
pacify Him when He is angry, and to negotiate with Him about a 
personal need. 


My dad was right, the way that leads to the sanctuary of God 
is the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 10:10). Unlike Abraham’s dramatic 
sacrifice of his son Isaac, in Calvary the sacrificial victim is Jesus and 
the sacerdos who offers the sacrifice is Jesus and it ended in a bloody 
manner. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is one complete, unique, and 
distinct sacrifice and no other sacrifices are needed. Now the punch 
line of our Catholic faith: 
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The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are 


one single sacrifice. 


“Do this in memory of me.” When the presbyter-celebrant 





mentions this during the Holy Consecration of the Body and Blood, 
the memorial is not only a recollection of a past event. A sheer 
remembrance, or merely symbolic, or simply a recall that happens 
in the mind—no way! The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches 
in plain language: 


The sacrifice Christ offered once and for all on the cross 
remains ever present (1363-1367). 


In Calvary, Jesus once and for all merited and gained the 
grace of redemption and the expiation for our sins. In the Mass, 
Jesus dispenses, distributes, and makes available the grace of that 
redemption (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 13). And only to the presbyter did 
God bestow the power to reenact that Sacrifice and, what are we 
supposed to say, no one else on earth and in heaven was given the 
same authority. 


As if to dramatize this reality, St. Augustine noted the angels can 
only act as servants (similar to the present-day altar boys) assisting 
the presbyter who presides over the Eucharistic celebration. LOL, 
cherubim and seraphim! 


Something similar to St. John Vianney’s “God obeys the priest,” 
the Bishop of Liguori said: “God himself descends on the altar” in 
obedience to the words of the priest, Hoc est Corpus Meum (Dignity 
and Duties of the Priest). Faith sees it and the Catholic heart feels it. 


God comes down whenever the priest calls Him, and as often as 
the priest calls Him, even if the priest should be His enemy, meaning, 
even though the priest is unworthy, impure, and disgraceful, God 
still obeys him. 
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More than royal dignity 


Even if the sacerdos 
himself is not widely popular 
like Padre Pio, illustrious 
and brilliant like Leonardo 
Z. Legazpi, OP and Luis 
Antonio Tagle, charismatic 
and likeable like Karol 
Woytila and Jorge Mario 
Borgoglio, legendary as 
Ignatius of Loyola and 
Dominic de Guzman, or 
huggablelike Angelo Roncalli 
and Ricardo J. Vidal, the 
Church has always believed 
that sacerdotal dignity is 
not only the summit of all 





Padre Pio in ecstacy during the Holy Mass spiritual mountain climbers 
(courtesy of caccioppoli.com) but also the noblest of all in 
the entire cosmos! Nobility is 


in the sacred office of being an alter Christus. 


Being God’s favorite, every sacerdos is given a scepter unlike that 


of the king, remarked St. Ambrose, who expounded the difference: 


The power of kings extends only to temporal goods and to the 
bodies of men, but the power of the priest extends to spiritual 
goods and to the human soul (Selected Works and Letters). 


Quite a tough job for the priest who administers all sacred things 
invisible to our naked eyes, such as spiritual goods and the human 
soul, don't you think? Early Christianity was so convinced that 
priesthood is more excellent than any royal throne as the immortal 
soul, where God resides, is believed to be nobler than the body. Far 
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nobler, in fact, is the soul because it is immaterial, incorruptible, and 
immortal in nature. Meanwhile, the body dies, is corrupted, turns 
into dust with the death of the human person, and becomes the food 
for earthworms. 


Pope St. Marcellinus (+304) gave his affirmation: “Jt was a mark 
of a good prince to honor the priests of God.” The royal lordship 
willingly bent his knees before the ordained minister, kissed his 
hands, and with head bowed down he received his benediction. In 
our time, I’ve seen the President of the Republic of the Philippines, 
Cory Aquino, a devout Catholic, did the same to the Jesuit Fr. Ben 
Nebres. I’ve also seen elected Catholic senators, although without 
bending their knees, manifested deep respect before the man of 


the cloth. 


Being invited to the table of the Roman Emperor Maximus, St. 
Martin of Tours first paid a gesture of respect to the court chaplain, 
and then, and only then, to the emperor. During the sessions of the 
Ecumenical Council of Nicea, Emperor Constantine sat on a seat 
lower than the seats occupied by the ordained ministers. It’s because 
the emperor believed, as we now believe, the priest acts in persona 


Christi. 


More than a demigod, the priest is Christ’s a/ter ego walking on 
earth! Remember what Jean-Marie Vianney said: Jf we had faith, we 
would see God hidden in the priest?” And how can we ignore what St. 
Clement of Rome believed: Sacerdos, post Deum, terrenus Deus? 


More than angelic 


In the words of St. Ephraem Syrus, priestly dignity “surpasses 
all understanding,” excedit omnem cogitationem. Whatever takes 
place, whatever is said against our Mother Church and her episkopoi 
and presbyteroi, and however wretched the tool bag has become, 
sacerdotal dignity in itself is never diminished. 
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When St. Michael comes to a dying Christian who invokes 
his aid, the Archangel would immediately chase away the devils. 
However, the great Defender of the high heavens, unable to free the 
dying Christian from the chains of sinfulness, waits patiently until a 
priest comes to absolve the sinner. For the very last time, the priest 
of Christ, with a purple-colored stole over his shoulders, reverently 
speaks to the dying with gentle assurance (from Andrade, M. “Prayer 
of Commendation of the Dying,” Collectio Rituum, 1983): 


Go forth, Christian soul, from this world... 

May you return to your Creator 

Who formed you from the dust of the earth. 
May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints 
Come to meet you as you go forth from this life... 
May you see your Redeemer face to face, 

And enjoy the vision of God for ever. Amen! 


The archangels can chase away the devil but only the priest can 
forgive sins. The Poverello of Assisi is more dramatic when he said: 


If I saw an angel and a priest, I would bend my knee first to 
the priest and then to the angel (attributed to St. Francis). 


There is no vocation, heavenly or earthly, which is more sublime 
than to be called to share in Jesus’ Holy Priesthood, indeed a dignity 
more than angelic. No created beings, no angels, seraphim and 
cherubim can participate in the life of the Most Holy Trinity the 
way the sacerdos does. As St. John Paul II has put it, the sacerdos is 
called “to prolong the presence of the Master” and to ‘continue the life 
and activity of Christ himself? who is co-substantial with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit (Pastores Dabo Vobis,15 and 18). 


OMG! The brightness of the dignity that you possess would 
shame the mighty sun. What a supernatural identity that has been 
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bestowed upon you, oh priest of Christ! And because God has 
allowed you to be “deeply and fully immersed in the mystery of Christ,” 


what sacred responsibility! 


Mother of the High Priest 


In a letter (dated 11 December 1210) to the bishops of Palencia 
and Burgos in Spain, Pope Innocent III admitted that Mary was 
not elected during her lifetime to share in the authority to absolve a 
Christian from sin. He wrote in that letter: 


Although the Blessed Virgin Mary was of higher dignity and 
excellence than all the apostles, it was to them, not to her, 
that the Lord entrusted the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
(Decretal. Lib. V.tit. 38, De paenit., can. 10). 


After the Pentecost, the Church received the mandate to continue 
the salvific work of Christ. In putting emphasis upon the role of the 
episkopoi and presbyteroi in the apostolic ministry, and only to put 
emphasis upon the priestly function, St. John XXIII repeated the 
exclamation of St. Augustine: 


O wonderful dignity of the priests, in whose hands, as in 
the womb of the Blessed Virgin, the Son of God becomes 
incarnate (Homilies on the Gospels). 


St. Bernardine of Sienna went to the next level by saying Mary 
conceived Jesus Christ only once, but by consecrating the Eucharist 
the priest as it were conceives our dearest Lord as often as he wishes 
(Opera Omnia). 

Such dignity belongs only to the man of the cloth, the man 
clothed with sublime authority, the sacerdos who is deputized to 
reveal once again God’s eternal Word (Logos) made Flesh (Sarx), 
“born of a woman” (Galatians 4:4), in the form of the Bread and 
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Wine in every Eucharist. The priest is chosen to reveal the Face of 
God, the invisible Trinity, which is the eternal unity and love among 
the Father, His only begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit John Paul 
II, Address to Priests, 1995). 


Do you think Mary, who gave birth to the High Priest Jesus, 
would mind? Is she supposed to get offended? Certainly not! There's 
no comparison! Our Blessed Lady is Mater Dei et Mater Ecclesiae, 
Mother of God and Mother of the Church. The Bishop of Rome 


even remarked: 


A woman, Mary, is more important than the Apostles, 
bishops, and priests (Press Conference, July 28, 2013, and 
repeated in Evangelii Gaudium, 49). 


And early in his pontificate he gave Our Lady a new title: The Star 
of the new evangelization (Evangelii Gaudium, 287). 


When God invented the Holy Priesthood and the hierarchy, He 
intended the priestly power neither for itself nor to favor the superiority 
of some vis-à-vis the others (Evangelii Gaudium, 104). God totally 
ordered the Holy Priesthood “to the holiness of Christs members” (John 
Paul II. Mulieris Dignitatem, 27). The priesthood is directed for others, 
to bring all humankind to Jesus through Mary, ad Jesum per Mariam! 
As Jean Galot, S.J. put it so precisely in its proper context: 


The place of Mary in the life of the priest is first and 
foremost the result of the bond established in the divine plan 
between the Virgin of Nazareth and the priesthood of Christ 
(The Priest and Our Lady, 1995). 


As Mother of the High Priest, Mary is also the Mother of all 
priests. Always with a rosary at hand, like St. John Paul IJ, it is fitting 
that each of our dear episkopoi, presbyteroi, and diakonoi offers her a 
hyperdulia, the highest affection, the warmest filial piety, the most 
loving veneration: “Regina Cleri, Queen of all Clergy, totus tuus!” 
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Our episkopoi, presbyteroi, and diakonoi and all of us believe how 
special to God Mary of Nazareth is. The incarnation of the only Son 
of God, the central mystery of Christianity, the greatest story ever 
told happened only when she consented: Fiat voluntas tua, “Not my 
will but yours be done” (Luke 1:38). She made it happen! She gave 
us the High Priest and the Victim, Sacerdos et Victima. 


The Ecumenical Council of Ephesus (AD 431). This ancient 


council solemnly defined the unique role of Mary in our salvation 





history, the raging debates of which were led and won by St. Cyril, 
Archbishop of Alexandria. Remember, this is Mary’s most important 
title. It is the basis of all other Marian titles. And Pope Francis told 
us what happened prior to the solemn definition: 


It is said that the residents of ancient Ephesus used to gather 


at the gates of the basilica where the bishops were meeting 
and shouted, “Mother of God!” 


The Ephesians and the early Christians deep within believed 
in her divine motherhood even before its official declaration. 
Consequently, the first Marian shrine in Rome has the image of the 
Theotokos. It is called the Basilica of Saint Mary Major, where the 
image of the Theotokos is venerated under the title of Salus Populi 
Romani (Homily. Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 2014). 


Ad gloriam Dei 


During the Second Ecumenical Council of Vatican, the gathered 
episkopoi reflected upon and discussed thoroughly what the end- 
purpose of the sacerdotal ministry is. Finally, believing what our 
forefathers have always professed in faith, they declared solemnly 
the ultimate objective of the Holy Priesthood, id est: 


To procure the glory of God the Father and the Holy Spirit in 
Jesus Christ (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 2; cited by Archbishop 
Teopisto V. Alberto. Pastoral Letter 1973). 
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God’s greater glory is the one and only underlying principle why 
Jesus instituted the priesthood, why the Church reaches out unto the 
ends of the earth, the very same thing “Jesus sought at every moment of 
his life” (Evangelii Gaudium, 267). 

Jesus’ only intention when he called Matthew, looked at him 
with love, and sent him to go and preach the Good News, when he 
forgave Peter and told him: “Feed my sheep” is to secure the splendor 
of his Father today and for always. Then it comes as second nature, 
that while on his knees in fervent prayer or proclaiming the W.O.G. 
or walking with the flock as shepherd, our priest consumes himself 
with no other ambitions but God’s greater honor and man’s progress 
in the divine life (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 2). 


Just as it is the office of the angels to praise God without ceasing 
in heaven, so it is the office of our bishops and priests to praise 
God without ceasing on earth. How divine! And there’s nothing 
more desirable! Giving God all praise, honor, and worship, /atria 
and not just /yperdulia, is the primary aspiration of everything, of 
creation, recreation, and procreation, of our labor, sacrifice, and 
discipleship (1 Peter 4:1). The glory of God is the presbyter’s only 
goal and every Christian’s only intent when they aim for excellence 
in all their daily toils. 


Furthermore, the world cannot obtain so many graces nor give to 
God as much grandeur as one sacerdos celebrating the Holy Eucharist. 
Touching the centrality of the Eucharist, we broadcast with all our 
might that the daily Mass that we attend means everything! It means 
everything! And the opposite is inevitable, and God forbid, that a 
lot of bad things can happen when the sacerdos fails to celebrate the 
Sacrifice of Christ for whatever reason: spiritual sloth, conflict of 
schedules, or “other priorities.” 


A priest who without an important reason omits to say Mass 
robs the Blessed Trinity of glory, the angels of joy, sinners of 
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pardon, the just of divine assistance, the souls in purgatory of 
refreshment, the Church of a benefit, and himself of a medicine 


(attributed to St. Bede the Venerable, AD 672-735). 


How valuable and necessary the priest in our midst is! He’s given 
the rarest power to stop all activities in heaven when all angels and 
archangels would genuflect in adoration before the majesty of God as 
the priest-celebrant begins the consecratory prayer. Needless to say, 
the Holy Eucharist that only he can offer is the most indispensable 
act on earth. It’s most indispensable and the most essential because it 
prolongs the Trinitarian mystery in the consciousness of all humanity 


(John Paul II, 1995). 


In other words, our dear Lord called the priest, chose him, sent 
him and placed him in the midst of chaos and worldly concerns, 
Sitz im leben, not to acquire wealth or applause, nor to advance 
his family’s welfare, not for anything else but only to reveal the 
handsome Face of God to all. 


King Louis XV. His story is still vivid in my memory. Then the 
longest reigning king of France, he was dazzled by supremacy, glory, 
and opulence that he took upon himself the alias of “The Sun King,” 
a proud title he thought might exalt him to be equal to that of the 
brightest creation of the skies. When he died in 1715, as all mortals 
do, on display was his coffin made of gold. 


The funeral oration was delivered by Fr. Jean-Baptiste Massillon, 
who began his eulogy with these words: Dieu seul est grand! “Only 
God is great!” Allahu Akbar! Its utter simplicity was obviously a 
defiant cry to the late ambitious king and to those who wanted to 
be known as great. 


Shall we not allow God to take every priest and cut him out into 
little stars that they might make the dark heavens so fine, in words 
of Shakespeare, “and the world will be in love with nigh? and does 
nothing every night but adore God? 
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Every time we storm heaven with our prayer in behalf of our 
priest our Blessed Lord winks. It’s because our presbyter is heaven's 
twinkling star, who enjoys nothing but God’s stardom and not his 
own. 

We pray that with all his might, until his last breath, he seeks 
the divine glory and not hunt for vainglory. To know, love, serve, 
and honor God and only God—that’s what our priest is for! (cf. 
Evangelii Gaudium, 93). 
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